
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
Chapter 17:1-28: Domestic Harmony 
 
Verses 1-5: A Quarrelsome Household: A family with meager savings and simple living is better 
than a quarrelsome household [French proverb: ‘better an egg in peace than an ox in wartime’]. 
Foolish and wicked young adults could disinherit themselves from their parents estate or 
squander what they inherit [example of prodigal son in Luke 15]. On the other hand, a loyal and 
wise servant is admired more than a lazy son/daughter and could get a share in the master’s 
wealth [as practiced in the ancient world]. God knows the intentions of the human heart just as 
a metal’s quality is tested in a crucible. God tests the human heart to see how well the heart 
obeys wisdom’s instructions in both good times and in bad! It is contemptuous to wisdom that 
lips and mouth are used for lies and wicked actions. Human speech has the power to establish 
harmony or destroy the good of the community. One’s treatment of the poor is the standard to 
measure how one honors God. Kindness toward the poor is bringing God’s goodness to them 
[‘whoever mocks the poor insults the maker’-verse 5]. 
 
Verses 6-10: Grandparents and grandchildren: Proverbs esteem relationship between 
grandparents and grandchildren. Grandparents see in their grandchildren accomplishments of 
their life’s pursuits, continuing their legacy, heritage. Children are the true honor of their 
parents and grandparents. The joy of relationships in the family depends on how everyone 
listens to wisdom and obeys her! Wisdom’s work is to create a noble heart that refrains from 
lying [foul mouth] and deceit. The wicked see the negative in everything, a menace to society. 
Lies of people in important positions can cause greater damage than that of common folks. 
Proverbs warn of the charm of bribery, which is abuse of justice. A bribe is different from a gift; 
bribery is often a pressure tactics to do corrupt deeds, though the giver and the receiver of 
bribes seem content with it! It is a domestic law that to maintain healthy relationships of 
friendship one must be ready to forgive; a mind that thinks of retribution [revenge] loses 
friends. Correction/rebuke is well received by a wise person, however, even giving a hundred 
blows to a fool will not enlighten his/her mind. 
 
Verses 11-28: Violence begets violence: The wicked will pay for their actions; the justice system 
of the land [kings/rulers] will be like a cruel messenger to them. Verse 12 cautions all to be 
prudent in dealing with the foolish who hate wisdom. To reason with a fool in his/her folly is 
more dangerous than encountering, ‘a bear robed of her cubs’. Evil returned for either evil or 
good perpetrates violence. Proverbs encourages reconciliation before a conflict gets out of 
control. What begins as a small disagreement can end in a deadly quarrel; it would be like once 
a dam is breached, the water engulfs everything in its path. All efforts to justify/whitewash 
wicked acts is an abomination to the Lord; it is abuse of justice, contrary to God’s will! 
 
Everyone has God-given capacity to acquire wisdom, however, the foolish has no heart or 
desire for it; money cannot buy wisdom! Verse 19: ‘one who makes his gate high, one who 
seeks destruction’. It could mean to raise the steps of the threshold too high that people will 
trip and fall. It also means that the lover of strife seeks to dismantle all fairness and people who 
build gates and walls to keep others out-not a lover of neighbors! Some refer this saying to the 



‘mouth’, deceitful speech that poisons harmony in society. Proverbs often repeats the power of 
speech; a tongue that indulges in lies is crooked at heart [who turn truth into a lie and lie into 
truth]. The purpose of wisdom is to give joy to human heart, an inner state of joy is necessary 
for good health. A crushed spirit [depressed] invites many health problems! Proverbs always 
approve as wisdom’s way a silent, patient discernment before one speaks or acts. 
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