
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
Chapter 19:1-29: Desires without Knowledge disappoint! 
 
Verses 1-10: Wisdom is truthful, Lying is Foolish: Human rational nature has capacity to choose 
either betterment of life or its ruin-choose wisdom’s way or folly’s bidding. Wisdom’s main 
concern is to establish justice. Injustice is described as foolishness that destroys harmony in the 
world. In the Israelite society, wealth was considered a blessing from God, however proverbs 
observe that it is better to be poor and live blamelessly than to be one who enjoys wealth and 
despises justice, who is a rich fool indulges in lies. The rich liar considers oneself wise, a 
foolishness in the eyes of wisdom. It is heart’s desire that motivates one to act either for good 
or for bad. Wisdom values integrity of the human heart both in poverty and in riches. Wisdom 
assists to gain knowledge and with that patience and persistence to follow heart’s desires but 
hastiness in speech and deed ends in disappointments; first seek knowledge and with that 
discernment. A heart that seeks understanding is also joyful! Loving oneself [not selfishness] 
and honoring oneself is to be a responsible person. 
 
Foolish person blames the Lord for failures and evades responsibility for one’s own actions. 
Wise person seeks the light of wisdom to conduct oneself justly and accepts responsibility if 
fails to follow wisdom’s counsel. Proverbs ask everyone to examine the quality of one’s 
friendships. It is worldly reality that wealth attracts many friends and the poor are abandoned 
even by members of family. Fortunes gone, friends disappear [read Charles Dickens stories]. 
Discussing wealth and poverty, Proverbs focus on the attitude of the mind. If prosperity is a 
blessing, how do we understand the situation of poverty? There are hardworking poor people 
who live righteously and rich who are greedy, arrogant who scorn the poor. How does one 
reconcile these contradictions? Wealth can be a service to society, to provide essential human 
needs. True riches is a life of fairness, a life that draws joy by trusting in the Lord. Proverbs 
address poverty in the community one belongs; rich and poor are equal members of Israelite 
community [in the church]. Blessings of the rich are given also for the care of the weak in the 
community, because the community [church] is covenanted to the Lord! In the Old Testament, 
Yahweh is the defender of the widows, orphans and the poor.  
 
Verses 11-29: ‘It is an honor to overlook offense’: An understanding person is ‘slow to anger’, 
just as the Lord. Forgiving or letting go an offense is a noble act, for forgiveness is godly but 
healing of a hurt takes time. One must follow wisdom’s instructions to experience kinship/bond 
in relationships in a family [between husband and wife, parents and children] or relationships 
would remain merely on a biological or legal level. A quarrelsome home is like living under a 
leaky roof, which drives one out of the house. Proverbs admonish the lazy; sloth is like ‘deep 
sleep’ [death as sleep], deadly; not even hunger stirs the lazy to action. Proverbs takes up again 
and again the counsel to show kindness to the poor, ‘kindness to the poor is making a loan to 
the Lord’, [Mathew 25:40, ‘truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of my brethren, 
you did it to me’]. Young people who are disciplined in the ways of wisdom are the hope of the 
future; discipline of children must be with understanding, patience and affection and should 
not use excessive punishment. Parents, do not drive a child to despair [Ephesians 6:4]! Wisdom 
guides one through varied experiences in life to become wise.  



Pursuit of one’s desires without justice leads to disgrace. Scoffers are unwilling to listen to 
wisdom’s instructions and they despise truth and justice. Scoffer is self-absorbed, arrogant, 
unkind to the poor, incapable of showing empathy; such a person hates God and wisdom of 
sages. The intelligent, however, will welcome reproof [correction] and become wise. Honor 
one’s parents [care] is a commandment of the Lord but foolish, greedy children might take the 
inheritance and abandon the parents [Deuteronomy 5:16 condemns such conduct]. 
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