
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
Chapter 25:1-28: Proverbs of Solomon 
 
Verses 1-11: Fairness in everything: This section of Proverbs is assembled by the court sages or 
scribes of Hezekiah, king of Judea; authorship of these proverbs is ascribed to king Solomon. 
God is a mystery and to search his mind is futile for humans except what he reveals. A king or 
ruler must be in the business of discovering the truth to govern justly. God’s wisdom aids a 
ruler to do justice for all without favor of prejudice! Those who are entrusted with governance 
of a nation must surround themselves with sages/wise counselors and remove all wicked, 
corrupt aids just as impurities are removed from silver. Stability of a family, nation depends on 
eradicating sinful, corrupt ways. Introspection, discernment is required before making a 
judgment. It is better to resolve disputes, quarrels between neighbors before dragged to a 
court and shamed publicly. It is honorable to treasure a secret. One might encounter a situation 
where a secret must be revealed [as in a judicial setting] for public safety and administration of 
justice. 
 
Verses 12-17: Way of wisdom: Proverbs instruct in the ways of wisdom and it needs a listening 
ear, a mind receptive to counsel of sages. Gold earring might adorn an ear, but a listening ear is 
better than that. Not keeping a promise is like clouds and winds that do not produce rain. The 
unwise might boast of achievements but in truth they are emptiness! Persistence, patience in 
attitudes and softness in speech could persuade people in authority to render justice [Luke 
18:1-8: Jesus tells the parable of the widow and uncaring judge; her persistence made him 
grant her justice]. Prudent use of speech builds friendships and relationships. There are 
boundaries one must respect in social interactions. Remember the saying, ‘familiarity breeds 
contempt’; respect others’ privacy and do not be a nagging neighbor. Honey is good but use as 
needed; anything in excess is unhealthy, same way friendship is sweet but do not be a brat! 
 
Verses 18-22: False witness: Exodus 20:16, ‘You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor’. Proverbs liken false witness to a blow with a club, so destructive; it is abominable to 
the Lord. Deceitful speech has deadly consequences! Trusting a crooked person in times of 
trouble is like having a bad tooth or a sprained foot. One wouldn’t remove a jacket on a cold 
day, similarly, do not worsen a person’s grief by singing inappropriate songs; that would be like 
applying vinegar on a wound. Concern and love for the other must guide one’s actions. Behave 
prudently in every situation; respect the sensibilities of the person you meet in good times or 
bad. All basic human needs must be taken care of, even if someone is your enemy. Showing 
kindness or forgiveness is meant for the enemy’s change of heart. Revenge produces 
destruction, but forgiveness remorse and recourse to goodness. 
 
Verses 23-28: ‘Backbiting tongue’: Just as the ‘north wind’ that brings rain, a vicious tongue 
generates anger in others, a cause for enmity. Good news from far and near is like cold water 
on a hot day; it is relief, peace and joy. Letting oneself be defrauded by the machinations of the 
wicked is like poisoning drinking water. Wisdom serves to form character in a person, that one 
might use and enjoy gifts of this world in moderation. Righteous conduct requires self-control; 



unbridled behavior is like a city without wall that is breached by enemy; trouble awaits such a 
person. 
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