
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
Chapter 27:1-27: Wisdom’s Insights 
 
Verses 1-6: Trust in God: God directs the destiny of the world: there is a limit to human 
knowledge; the future resides with God. Humans cannot control the future. The wise will not 
make boastful claims of victory yet to happen in the future; however, one can make careful 
planning for the future [it is a reasonable thing to do] no matter how it turns out to be! The 
future is for God to reveal if he chooses to do so [as in the Lord’s prayer, ‘thy will be done’]. 
Wisdom’s way is to focus on the good one is called to live. This makes irrelevant doomsday 
prophets of any era! Manuel labor can be tedious, but a ‘fool’ can inflict greater pain on others, 
mental and physical trauma. Anger in a person can be seen and someone, the object of anger, 
is able to handle it but envy is more subtle, hidden and more dangerous. A wise person 
welcomes a rebuke or correction. A good friend tells the truth; external signs of love, kisses 
needn’t be always genuine! 
 
Verses 7-10: Narcissism: One who is filled with self-importance [ego] might despise wisdom, ‘a 
person who is full tramples on honey’. One who hungers for wisdom will never be bored; 
wisdom is like a widening horizon; bitter experiences are a lesson for the wise, sweetness in the 
end. Israel being a tightknit community, proverbs warn of one wandering from its covenant 
heritage, source of wisdom enshrined in the commandments of God. Proverbs acknowledges 
the inconsistencies and complexities of human behavior. Friendship is an important theme in 
Proverbs. Savor a friendship for friendship’s sake and not for any selfish or sinister motive. In 
your misfortune do not trouble a family member or friend; a true friend or a loving family 
member will come to your aid when knows of your need. ‘Better a near neighbor than a distant 
brother’. In an emergency, a neighbor is more helpful than waiting for a relative who lives in a 
distant land; cherish, respect your neighbors. 
 
Verses 11-18: Self-restraint: A parent, teacher, constantly reminds the youth to be wise. When 
the youth follow the righteous way, that gives the parent, teacher great joy [mission 
accomplished]. A wise young person/student is also a defender of the parent/teacher in times 
of trouble. Proverbs often give practical lessons through humorous sayings: “whoever greets a 
neighbor with a loud voice in the early morning, to him it will be counted as a curse”; do not be 
an annoying neighbor. According to proverbs, a ‘quarrelsome woman [one should add ‘a 
quarrelsome man’ too] is like continuing downpour on a rainy day; it would be like an attempt 
to harness the wind, a herculean task. ‘Iron is sharpened by iron’: wisdom sharpens 
intelligence; friends of a wise person also become wise. Care for the land, creation, is always 
rewarded, same way, kind outreach to others brings harmony in the community. 
 
Verses 19-27: Wisdom is reflected in character: Just as one sees one’s reflection in the water, 
wisdom in the heart can be recognized by others by a person’s behavior; he/she will be 
trustworthy, honorable. Proverbs compare human desires and greed to death, both are never 
satisfied [death strikes everyone]. Wisdom of God is true fulfillment in this life and in eternity! 
Proverbs frequently use images of silver and gold being purified in a crucible for test of human 
character. Honor cannot be self-imposed, it has to be recognized by others because of one’s 



just living. Self-praise is always foolish, suspicious, deceptive in the eyes of Proverbs. Folly never 
leaves a fool: ‘the fool even if crushed in a mortar’ considers it as an honor! “Know well the 
state of your flock”: A farmer, rancher must care for the flock and land for the wellbeing of 
his/her animals, crops and one’s own good [this can be applied to one’s family, job, 
community]. Riches could vanish anytime, prudent caring of one’s gifts and talents brings peace 
to the heart and joy to others. Nature does its job according to change of seasons; a diligent 
person cooperates with nature for food, shelter, clothing etc. Act wisely according to 
responsibilities given [vocation in life]. Society becomes a harmonious unit if everyone 
contributes in proportion to skills learned and gifts received! 
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