
ONE PARISH PRAISING GOD IN TWO LOCATIONS 

Contact Us 

Phone: (978) 632-0253 

Website: 

www.AnnunciationGardner.org 

Email:  

office@annunciationgardner.org 

Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm 

Annunciation Parish 

You can scan this QR Code to 

quickly access our website. 

Locations 
Holy Rosary 

135 Nichols Street 

Gardner, MA 01440 

 

Holy Spirit 

50 Lovewell Street  

Gardner, MA 01440 

Masses at Holy Rosary  

Saturday                        

Sunday        

                    

Mon, Wed, Fri              

Masses at Holy Spirit  

Saturday                        

Sunday    

     (Spanish)                   

Tues, Thurs                  

4:45 p.m. 

7:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

8:30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

7:30 a.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Holy Rosary:   Saturday            3:15-4:00 p.m. 

Holy Spirit:      Saturday            3:15-3:45 p.m. 

You may also call one of the priests at the Rectory Office to  

schedule a private appointment for Confession 

978.632.0253 

Rev. Stephen Lundrigan ext. 116 

Rev. Miguel Pagan ext. 130 

Safety Environment Notice:  Our parish follows the guide-
lines of the national charter for the protection of children & 
young people approved by the US Bishops & Dioceses of 
Worcester policies.  If you are aware of an incident  of sexual 
misconduct and the suspected offender is a priest, deacon, 
candidate, seminarian, religious, lay minister, employee or 
volunteer, you are encouraged to report the matter to Judith 
Audette, Director of the Office for Healing and Prevention , 
Diocese of Worcester at (508) 929-4393.  

December 22, 2019 



Parish Staff 
Clergy                                      (978) 632-0253 
Pastor 
     Rev. Stephen Lundrigan                     Ext. 116 

Parochial Vicar 
     Rev. Miguel Pagan    Ext. 130 

Deacons 
     Rev. Mr. Stanley Baczewski    (978) 855-9805 
     Rev. Mr. Martin Beck     

Retired Deacon  
     Rev. Mr. Arthur Giard 

Parish Office                           (978) 632-0253 
Business Manager 
     Mr. William Lawton                             Ext. 113 

Parish Secretary  
     Mrs. Joanne Kay                          Ext. 110  

Administrative Assistant 
     Mrs. Deb McGonigal   Ext. 111          

Director of Religious Education    
     Mrs. Maura Sweeney                          Ext. 117 

Director of Buildings & Grounds  
     Mr. Don Robinson                               Ext. 109 

Building Maintenance  
     Mr. Donald Cosentino  

       Mr. Eric Cormier   

Music Ministry 

Mr. Paul Cormier                       (978) 602-6166 

   Mrs. Paulette Fowler                  (978) 660-0215 

   Ms. Sharon Sawtell                    (978) 632-7216 

Youth Ministry  
    Mr. Paul Hartin and Jamison LaRoche 

 Email: youthministry@annunciationgardner.org           

St. Vincent de Paul               Ext. 143 

Holy Family Academy            (978) 632-8656 
Principal 
   Mrs. Andrea Tavaska                           Ext. 219 

Administrative Assistant                                                                                                                  
Mrs. Jennifer Lucas                             Ext. 213 

Director of Enrollment    
    Mrs. Nancy Tyros                                 Ext. 250 

The Caring Place                    (978) 632-5745 
Director  

     Mrs. Jane Pineo                 
Email: jane@tcpgardner.com 
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Welcome to Annunciation Parish 

Annunciation Parish Mission Statement: 
Strengthened by the Eucharist, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and sent by Christ we seek by worship and service to compassionate-

ly meet the corporal and spiritual needs of our parish family and beyond.  We desire to warmly welcome the stranger and one anoth-

er, and together reach a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.  In doing this, we are committed to the caring and ongoing Christian 

formation of others by providing opportunities for spiritual, intellectual, and social growth within our faith and local community.  

For those who are new or returning to the parish, we would like to welcome you to our Catholic community. In 

this bulletin you will find many opportunities to be enriched and involved. If you would like to register as a 

member or have any questions, call us at 978-632-0253, email us at office@annunciationgardner.org, or stop 

by the Parish Office during the week. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
     This week we begin with our weekly Mass where we gather to pray to-

gether and to celebrate the mystery of the Eucharist.  In the middle of the 

week we return to celebrate the event that makes that Eucharist possible - the 

coming of the Lord in the flesh.  The tremendous gift God has given us in 

coming to be one of us, the amazing love God displays in joining to humani-

ty so that we might be saved - all of this is the central theme of Christ-

mas.  As we enter into this week of final preparation, and as we celebrate the 

Eucharist on the day of Jesus’ birth, let us come together as a community of 

faith centered on that little baby who holds such great promise.  The birth of 

a baby is a sign of things to come, the birth of this baby is an invitation.  It is 

an invitation to have the faith of a child on Christmas morning (open to the 

mysterious, the wondrous, the supernatural), to join with the Body of Jesus, 

and to accept the invitation to participate in the body of the Church praising 

God in a true and genuine form of Divine Worship.  In this we show our love 

and gratitude to God for the love shown to us in the Son coming to live 

among us. 

     We continue to nurture the growth of our community.  We recently 

mailed letters to make contact with all parishioners on our census.  Maybe 

you who are reading this received a letter.  Maybe you are one of the many 

who come to join and worship regularly, maybe you are one of those who 

used to be more active in one of the four parishes that I invited to come home 

to be with your parish family.  The Catholic community of Gardner has been 

through a lot - and now we continue to work to join together around the crib 

of that baby in the common worship of God.  With the letter was a survey 

that was put together by the Pastoral Council as they advise me in the pasto-

ral planning and bigger decisions of the parish.  Please complete this survey 

and get it in.  You can put it in the mail, or save yourself a stamp and drop it 

in the basket when you come for Mass!  The survey can also be completed on

-line by going to the parish website AnnunciationGardner.org.  This website 

is updated regularly with news of parish activities, and with videos, articles, 

copies of homilies, and other materials to help you connect with and live 

your faith. 

     We have several renovation projects underway. To set the record straight, 

if one project seems to be progressing ahead of another one this is not a sign 

of one being favored over another.  There are different sets of obstacles that 

each one presents, and this determines timing.  I am committed to all of the 

projects I have been updating you on.  Our Youth Ministry Committee has 

been meeting and is working to develop a model for ministry that will be 

appropriate for our community.  There will be an open information gathering 

meeting on December 30th from 6-7pm at Holy Spirit, and there is a survey 

that can be completed on-line by parents, youth, and young adults.  You can 

access this survey on the website. 

     I have seen many things about this parish that give cause of hope; many 

times that people from various backgrounds and histories have come togeth-

er.  This is in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  As we join together, we join more 

deeply in the Body of Christ that was made visible to us on that first Christ-

mas morning.  In the promise of that baby is our hope in God and our peace. 

     May the peace of Christmas be with you, 

 

                 Fr. Steve 

http://annunciationgardner.org/


Mass Intentions 

Page 3 

 

 

Mass Date 
Mass 
Time 

Mass Intention 

Saturday, December 21 
 

4:45 p.m. Leo E. Cormier, with love from Yvonne 
Raymond Hudson, 40th Anniversary by his daughter Nancy 

Sunday, December 22 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
10:30 a.m. 
 

Gregoire Croteau by his family 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Pellerin, Claudette and her son by Mr. & Mrs. Valmond Ouellet,     
              Ella Cormier and Dennis 
Danny Ouellet, 21st Anniversary by his family 
Yvonne Mitko by her Sister and brother-in-law Doris & William Craigue 

Monday, December 23 9:00 a.m. Anita Boudreau by Rose Bibeau 
Members of the St. Joseph Holy Rosary Sodality by the St. Joseph’s Holy Rosary Sodality 

Tuesday, December 24th 
Christmas Vigil 

4:00 p.m. 
 
Midnight 
Mass 

Mr. & Mrs. August Richard by their family 
Robert Perreault by his family 
Emilien Richard by his family 
Alyre, Dorina & Arthur Henrie by their daughter/sister Tina Gauthier 

Wednesday, December 25 
Christmas 

10:30 a.m. Kenneth and Adah Lovejoy by their family 
John, Bertha & Yvonne Blanchard by Cindy & Gabe Bundy and Doris & William 
Craigue 

Friday, December 27 9:00 a.m. Anita Boudreau by Claudette Bourque 
Erin Barus, 2nd Anniversary love Mom, Jacob, Sara & Gianna 

Saturday, December 28 
 

4:45 p.m. Charles McKean, 5th Anniversary from his family 
Alice Cote, 3rd Anniversary by her family 

Sunday, December 29 
 

7:30 a.m. 
 
10:30 a.m. 

Zip & Louise Evans by Barbara and Chuck LeBlanc 
Jean-Charles Beaulieu by Melas and Florence Doucette 
Fred Morrissey, 73rd Anniversary by his family 
Theresa Morrissey, 18th Anniversary by her family 

Mass Date Mass Time Mass Intention 

Saturday, December 21 
 

4:00 p.m. Patrick Twohig by his wife Ann 
Michael W. Nicholson by Mark and Maureen Nicholson 

Sunday, December 22 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 
12:00 p.m. 

Cherrie Bourgeois by her family 
All Lives Lost to Suicide by a Parishioner 
TBD 

Tuesday, December 24 
Christmas Vigil 

4:00 p.m.. All Parishioners of Annunciation Parish 

Wednesday, December 25 
Christmas 

8:30 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

Members of the St. Joseph Holy Rosary Sodality by the St. Joseph’s Holy Rosary Sodality 
TBD 

Thursday, December 26 
 

7:30 a.m. 
 

Richard Swartz by his family 

Saturday, December 28 
 

4:00 p.m. Ruth A. Zdanowicz, 2nd Anniversary by her daughters 
Lola Beaudoin, 2nd Anniversary by her husband and family 

Sunday, December 29 
 

8:30 a.m. 
  

 
12:00 p.m.  

Charles Gubbins, his 25th Anniversary and his sister Teresa Kamp, her 25th  
      Anniversary by the Hartin family 
Aline and Phil Lampert by their children 

TBD 

at Holy Spirit Church 

at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church 

Tuesday, December 24th 9:00a.m. Prison Mass 

Other Masses 
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Upcoming Events  

 

 

Saturday December 28th 
3:15p.m.—3:45p.m.  Confessions at Holy Spirit 

3:15p.m.—4:00p.m.  Confessions at Holy Rosary  

Wednesday December 25th—Christmas Day 
8:30a.m.    Christmas Day Mass at Holy Spirit 

10:30a.m.  Christmas Day Mass at Holy Rosary 

12:00p.m.  Christmas Day Mass in Spanish at Holy Spirit 

Sunday December 22nd 
Masses as usual 
 12:00p.m.    Spanish Mass  
  2:00p.m.    Extraordinary Form Mass  at Holy Rosary 

Monday December 23rd 

Coffee Social after 9:00a.m. Mass at Holy Rosary 

Sunday December 29th 
4:00p.m.  Hospitality Lunch at Holy Rosary Church Hall 

12:00p.m.  Spanish Mass at Holy Spirit  

 2:00p.m.   Extraordinary Form Mass at Holy Rosary 

Tuesday December 24th—Christmas Eve 
4:00p.m.   Christmas Vigil Mass at Holy Rosary 

4:00p.m.   Christmas Vigil Mass at Holy Spirit 

11:59p.m.  Midnight Mass at Holy Rosary 

Thursday December 26th 
5:30p.m.   Estudio Biblico (Bible Study) at Holy Rosary rectory 

6:30p.m.   Bingo in Holy Rosary Church Hall 

The Contemporary Music 
group will be singing at the 
10:30am Mass December 25th 
(Christmas morning).  If you 
are interested in joining, re-
hearsals for this Mass will take 
place on Saturday, December 
21st from 9:00am to 10:30am and again on Christ-
mas morning at 9:30am in Holy Rosary Church.   

If you have any questions please call Paul Cormier at 
(978) 602-6166. 

Looking for a way to extend the joy of Christmas? 

     Consider taking a road trip down to 
the shrine of Our Lady of LaSalette in 
Attleboro.  Learn about her appearance 
and message. 

Come see the Christmas Festival of 
Lights, featuring 300,000 lights over 10 
acres,  5:00pm-9:00pm nightly now 
through January 5th with beautiful illumi-
nations and an outdoor crèche as well as 
a museum featuring nativity scenes from 
all over the world.  Admission is free 
although donations are welcome.   

Need a ride? 
Contact the parish staff to join vehicles leaving at 3:00pm January 5th from 
the Holy Rosary Parking Lot! 

There will be a vocal and 
instrumental musical 
prelude starting at 
3:30pm on Christmas 
Eve before the 4:00pm 
Mass at Holy Spirit Chapel. 

We hope you will come 
early and enjoy hearing some beautiful music! 

There will be no Religious Education classes for stu-
dents of any grade on December 22nd and 29th.  Clas-
ses will resume on Saturday, January 4th for Confirma-
tion Students and Sunday, January 5th for students in 
grades 1-8. 

     The Youth Ministry Committee is looking to gauge 

interest and ideas so they can start preparing a model 
appropriate and effective for our community.  There will 
be a meeting on Monday December 30th from 6-7 in the 
Holy Spirit Church hall.  Please drop by and share your 
thoughts/ideas. Pizza provided! If you can't attend the 
event but still want to share your thoughts, you can fill out 
the interest form found on the homepage of the website.   
     Please email youthministry@annunciationgardner.org 
with any questions. Thank you! 

mailto:youthministry@annunciationgardner.org
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Respect Life Ministry 
Respect Life Ministry will be holding their first 1st 
Saturday Rosary for life on 
January 4th  at 3:00pm at Holy Spirit Chapel. 

March for Life Registration 

     Plan now to attend the 47th annual March for Life in Washington, 
DC on Friday, January 24, 2020!  Buses will leave from St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral on Thursday, January 23rd following the Respect Life Mass at 
7:30pm and will travel to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception in Washington, DC in time for Friday morning 
Mass followed by the March for Life at noon.  Buses will return to 
Worcester immediately following the March, arriving back at St. Paul’s 
at approximately 1:00am on Saturday, January 25th.  Cost is $80 per 
seat for registrations postmarked by December 31st and $95 there-
after.  Registrations will accepted on a first-come-first-served basis until 
all seats are full or until January 13th whichever comes first.  For more 
details and to download registration forms, visit 
www.worcesterdiocese.org/respect-life or contact the Respect Life 
Office at 508-929-4311 or email aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org.     

Our Respect Life Ministry will 

pay for the trip to the annual 
March for Life for up to 12 young 
adults.  Please contact the recto-
ry staff if you are interested. 

We ask our parishioners to help pay so our young adults can attend 
this memorable event.  Write “March for Life” on the envelope if you 
can help. 

Also if you need a ride to St. Paul’s Cathedral for the Mass in Worcester 
before getting on the bus or for pick-up afterwards, please contact the 
parish staff. 

The Annual Seminarian Giving Tree 
 

     Please notice that we have a Seminarian Tree 
up in the back of Holy Rosary Church this week. 

     Would you please take a tag from the tree and 
assist a seminarian with his day to day seminary 
expenses by purchasing a gift card of any amount 
for one of the stores mentioned below? 

      
Amazon     CVS       Mastercard            Staples   Visa  Walmart 

     Please enclose and mail your gift in the attached envelope and the sem-
inarian will receive your gift at Christmas. 

     Thank you for your generosity 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
     Christmas brings joy to the world and joy to our 
hearts as we contemplate and celebrate Christ’s birth 
at Bethlehem.  
     We can readily appreciate Mary’s joy as she gazed 
on the beauty, mystery and wonder of her newborn 
Son.  It is a joy all mothers experience and one fathers 
and families share as they welcome and appreciate the 
gift of new life. 
     Mary’s joy was deepened by the wondrous 
knowledge that the Child she bore was also God’s Eter-
nal Son who, through her, took on a human nature to 
be with us and to save us.  That presence brought joy to 
a cold and drafty cave where Mary and Joseph took 
shelter with animals. Christ’s presence brings joy to us 
no matter what our circumstances. 
     We marvel not only that God’s Son took on our hu-
man nature, but that we, through the baptism Jesus 
instituted, also gain a share in God’s divine life. Jesus is 
God’s Son by nature. Through baptism we become 
God’s children by adoption.  And just as God was truly 
in Mary’s arms in the Infant Jesus, so too, though in a 
different way, God is with us in our souls through bap-
tism.  Our God is not distant, indifferent or detached 
from our lives.  He is with us. He is Emmanuel. 
     The Christmas Season begins with the birth of Christ 
and ends with the Feast of His baptism.  The Season 
with all its beautiful liturgies, traditions and customs 
will quickly pass. However, for those who have become 
God’s adopted sons and daughters through baptism 
and who remain in His grace, God does not pass from 
us.  We have His presence, strength and peace with us 
always.  Like Mary and Joseph we will face uncertain-
ties, disappointments and unexpected trials, but we do 
not face them alone.  We are aided by a strength great-
er than our own.  
     May the enduring presence of Christ to you and all 
the baptized extend the joy of Christmas and the bless-
ings of God throughout the New Year and all of life. 
     With every prayerful best wish, I remain 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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Information on the Sacraments 
Baptism: If you would like  to have your child baptized call  Maura Sweeney at (978) 632-0253 Ext. 

117, or email religioused@annunciationgardner.org. 

First Communion: for adults and children over the age of 7. Call Maura Sweeney at the Parish 

Office (978) 632-0253 Ext.117. 

Confirmation: call Maura Sweeney at the Parish Office (978) 632-0253 Ext.117. 

Holy Orders: If you are feeling called to explore a vocation to the priesthood, please contact our 

diocesan vocations director Fr. Jim Mazzone at jmazzone@charter.net or by phone at 508-340-5788. 

Holy Matrimony: notify the Church one year in advance. Call the Parish Office at  (978) 632-0253 

for Marriage Preparation. 

Anointing of the Sick:  call Fr. Lundrigan at Ext.116 or Fr. Miguel at Ext.130. 

Please Pray For: “Little” Genevieve, Nancy Hawkins, Martha Gauvin, Marsha Roy, Mitch Korziol, Angela 

Haws, Chase Daunais, Michael LeBlanc, Pamela R. Sharpe, Ashton D. Sharpe, Isaac E. Cerna, Mary 

Goguen, Lynn Bradley, Mary Ann Medlar, Kathleen Krupa, M. Celeste Barron, Don Sawtell, Lorraine Gallant, 

George Billings, Alfrida Bergeron, Henry Cichonski, Michelle LeBlanc, Larry Butler, and Lorraine LeBlanc. 

If you would like to add a person’s name to the prayer list, please contact Annunciation Parish at 
(978) 632-0253, ext. 110.  Names will be kept on the prayer list for 4 consecutive weeks.  Please call the Parish Of-

fice if you would like to put a name back on the list at the end of these 4 weeks. 
  

For other prayers and special intentions, call our Prayer Line at (978) 630-2283.  These intentions will not appear in 
the bulletin and can be passed privately by first name only. 

    Daily       

   Readings 

Sunday December 22 

 IS 7:10-14 

 ROM 1:1-7 

 MT 1:18-24 

 

Monday December 23 

 MAL 3:1-4, 23-24 

 LK 1:57-66 

 

Tuesday December 24 

 2 SM 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
14a, 16 

 LK 1:67-79 

 

Wednesday December 25 

 IS 52:7-10 

 HEB 1:1-6 

 JN 1:1-18 

 

Thursday December 26 

 ACTS 6:8-10, 7:54-59 

 MT 10:17-22 

 

Friday December 27 

 1 JN 1:1-4 

 JN 20:1a, 2-8 

 

Saturday December 28 

 1 JN 1:5-2:2 

 MT 2:13-18 

Question of the Week 

Question for Adults: Whom do you find it difficult to wel-
come in your life?  What can you do to overcome that? 

Question for Youth: What could you do this week to make 
someone feel welcome, as Joseph welcomed Mary? 

     During this joyous season, kindly re-
member to send your weekly contributions 
if you plan on being away for an extended 
period of time.  Your kindness assists in the 
financial needs of our church as well as the 
programs we offer. 

     Thank you! 

Polish Host—Oplatek (The Christmas Wafer) 

     Oplatek will be available in both churches this 
weekend. According to an old religious family tradi-
tions, a wafer bearing a simple design commemora-
tive of Christ’s birth is broken by the head of the 
family and distributed to each member.  With a 
simple prayer for God’s grace and the welfare of 
the present and absent members of the family, the 
head family member breaks the Wafer and distrib-
utes it, a piece to each one at the table.  While 
doing so each member 
of the family is kissed 
and is wished a joyful 
feast.  The other fami-
ly members then greet 
one another in the 
same way. 

mailto:jmazzone@charter.net
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Because of your support, Annunci-

ation Parish will be able to pro-

vide  more families and individuals 

through outreach, formation, 

evangelization and worship . 

Offering of Treasure for  12/08/2019 

Annunciation Parish   
Total Regular Envelopes Used  479 

   
Weekly $ 7,563.60 
Fuel & Energy  $ 638.00 
Maintenance $ 172.00 

Christmas Offering $ 55.00 
All Souls Day $ 5.00 
All Saints Day $ 10.00 
Religious Retirement $ 196.00 
Solemnity of Mary $ 15.00 

Religious Education  $ 117.00 

Restoration $ 19.00 

Christmas Flowers $ 391.00 

Needy Child $ 15.00 

Immaculate Conception $ 979.00 

Total  $ 10,175.60 

This 
Christmas 
through 

the generosity of a 
small group of parish-

ioners, we are able to give each 
family a copy of the book Why I Love 

Being Catholic.  This small book is a collection of aver-
age Catholics’ answers to three questions.  Why do you 
love being Catholic?  What are your favorite memories 
of being Catholic?  What are your hopes for the future?   

It is our hope that this book will inspire you to reflect 
on what there is to love about being Catholic and spark 
a conversation with your loved ones about what draws 
you to our faith.  All are encouraged to share their an-
swers to these 3 questions through the response form 
on our website annunciationgardner.org.   

We will print your answers and post them on our bulle-
tin boards in the New Year.  If you don’t have a com-
puter you may feel free to handwrite your answers and 
mail them directly to the rectory.  We look forward to 
hearing why you love being Catholic. 

From the Parish Staff  to your 
family, we wish you the most 
Merry Christmas this season. 


