
Santo Niño de Cebu Catholic Church 
5655 Rigsby Avenue, San Antonio TX, 78222        (210)648-1705         (210)648- 5365           santo.nino.sa@gmail.com         www.stonino.org 

Our Mission: 
 

The Santo Niño Catholic 
Church is a faith community 
where all are welcome to 
celebrate Catholic beliefs 
embellished by the best 
Philippine traditions. It is a 
dynamic parish responding to 
the spiritual needs of the 
community to fulfill its 
evangelical mission and to 
realize Christ’s call of making 
disciples of all nations. (Parish 
Pastoral Council, 21 April 2001) 

Reflection 

Third Sunday of Lent                   March 24, 2019 

Mercy: How it 
helps evil-doers 

How do you feel when 
someone who's been hurtful, 
cruel, or morally corrupt 
gets hit with a hardship that 
makes them suffer? Our 
natural tendency is to rejoice 
because justice has finally 
been meted out. 

Jesus addresses this in this 
Sunday's Gospel reading. He 
wants us to understand that 
we cannot truthfully say that 
someone is a "greater 
sinner", even if that person 
is doing more damage than 
anyone else, is more 
unChristian than we are, or 
is blatantly an evil-doer. 

Every person has been 
created in the image of God, 
even the worst ones. Those 
who display an opposite 
image are nonetheless loved 
by Jesus Christ, who died 
for them. It's a tragedy that 
they do not live as the 
person God created them to 
be, because this harms 
others. But it will be an even 
worse tragedy if no one 
invites them to turn their 
lives over to Christ by 
loving them as he loves 
them. 

No person is an evil person. 
Evil-doers are children of 

(Continued on page 2) 

Today’s Gospel : LK 13: 1—9 

S ome people told Jesus about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with the 
blood of their sacrifices. Jesus said to them in 
reply, "Do you think that because these Galileans 
suffered in this way  they were greater sinners 
than all other Galileans? By no means! But I tell 
you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as 
they did! Or those eighteen people who were 
killed  when the tower at Siloam fell on them— do 
you think they were more guilty  than everyone 
else who lived in Jerusalem? By no means! But I 
tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as 
they did!" 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he told them this parable:  "There once was a 
person who had a fig tree planted in his 
orchard,  and when he came in search of fruit on 
it but found none, he said to the gardener, 'For 
three years now I have come in search of fruit on 
this fig tree  but have found none. So cut it down. 
Why should it exhaust the soil?' He said to him in 
reply, 'Sir, leave it for this year also,  and I shall 
cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it;  it 
may bear fruit in the future. If not you can cut it 
down.'"  

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree  

Prayer Corner 

Pray:  
Thank You, Lord, 

for calling me 
every day by 

name. May Your 
Holy Spirit 

produce fruit in 
me for being Your 

beloved son. 
Amen.  . 



Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path.  

Psalm 119:105  
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God living in ignorance of their true identity. They are 
victims of evil and were seduced by it into believing that it's 
the best way to live. They don't understand that they can be 
healed by the Sinless One who conquered evil for their 
redemption. We should feel sorry for them -- this is the gift of 
mercy. We should mourn with Jesus for the tragedy that 
continues within their souls -- this is the most precious gift of 
mercy. 

When we don't care enough to grieve over a person's inner 
destruction, we are sinning. We are disregarding what Jesus 
did for them on the cross. We are damaging our own souls. 

All those who have sinned against you are like the fig tree in 
Jesus' parable. If you have access to them, he wants you to till 
their soil. He wants you to fertilize their souls with love and 
with the truth of the Gospel as taught by your actions and, 
when they're ready, by your words. He wants you to give 
them a gentle but obvious invitation to grow in the right 
direction. 

Notice that Jesus doesn't want us to keep a diseased, 
disintegrating tree in the garden forever. After (and only after) 
we have done everything possible, if the evil-doer does not 

(Reflections, Continued from page 1) 

DAY READING/S GOSPEL 

MON 
1st—IS 7:10-14; 8:10 
2nd—HEB 10:4-10 

LK 1:26-38 

TUE 1st—DN 3:25, 34-43 MT 18:21-35 

WED 1st—DT 4:1, 5-9 MT 5:17-19 

THU 1st—JER 7:23-28 LK 11:14-23 

FRI  1st—HOS 14:2-10 MK 12:28-34 

SAT 1st—HOS 6:1-6 LK 18:9-14 

SUNDAY 
03/31/2019 

1st—JOS 5:9A, 10-12 
2nd—2 COR 5:17-21 

LK 15:1-3, 11-32 

want to change, the best care we can give to the garden is to 
cut down the tree. This means walking away or calling in the 
authorities for intervention and letting the sinner reap what he 
sows. This, too, is very loving. When fertilizer won't produce 
good fruits, a fallen tree becomes mulch and enriches the 
ground for a new beginning. 

Questions for Personal Reflection: 
Who has been so hurtful to you that you wish God would 
punish them? Can you feel sorry for them? Can you pray for 
God to do good for them? If not, take this to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and ask for God's help in feeling more 
concerned about them. In this, you'll find freedom from the 
anger and pain that has been holding you captive. 

Questions for Family & Community Faith Sharing: 
What steps can be taken to fertilize the lives of the 
problematic people of your parish or family or workplace? 
How do you know when it's time to continue trying and when 
it's time to quit and chop a tree down? 
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To view or subscribe to daily Good News Reflections, visit 

www.gnm.org. 

  

Letter of  

Appreciation 

TO THE SANTO NINO DE CEBU Family, 

Food For The Poor wishes to thank you for the 

welcome you extended to Fr. Maury Smith on our 

recent visit to your parish. 

 

On behalf of our brothers and sisters throughout 

the Caribbean and Latin America, we thank you for 

your compassion and care. We are all blessed by and 

grateful for your generosity. 

 

In Christ, 

The Food of the Poor 



Weekend Mass Intentions 
Sat.—6:00 pm—Souls of Lupita Perez, Charles/Margie Graf, 
Frances Paiz, Rosario Huemer, Johnny Hinojosa and 
Concepcion Guzman; Health of Alicia Anaya; Increase of 
vocation to Holy Priesthood  
 

Sun.—8:00 am—Souls of Jason C. Ponce and Leticia Sotelo; 
Recovery of Lolita Pepper, Helen Daley, and Carmen Steele; 
Intentions of Robert/Nel Mendez  
 

Sun.—10:00am—Soul of Dina Sorio, Health of Zenaida Sorio 
and intentions of the Two Thousand Hail Mary’s Devotion; 
Souls of Purification Sabondo and Elvira Canestaro; Recovery 
of Adelina Soriano, and Elvie de Jesus.  

Sun.—12 noon—. 1. Recovery of Pablo Yap, Belma and Dr, 
Tony de la Cruz, Ken Hauptmann, Pablo Yap and Pat Nasis;  
2. Souls of John Saunders , Grace Earhart and Maria Sailor;  3. 
Annete Nepomuceno. 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT  
AND ATTENDANCE 

Third Sunday of Lent                              March 24, 2019 

Mass Time 

A
tt

en
d

an
ce 

Offertory/

Collection 

6:00PM—Spanish :  55 $104.15 

8:00AM—English :  36 $437.00 

10:00Am—English:  124 $596.00 

12:00AM—English:  130 $1,079.30 

2:00 PM—Spanish 68 $133.02 

Total  

 

413 $2,350.17 

 

 

Attendance and Offertory March 16—17,  2019: 

“Thank you for your goodwill and generosity.” 

 

Nutrition: $117.00 

General Donation  : $616.00 

 

Archbishop Gustavo invites you to be among the 

500 faithful citizens from across the Archdiocese of San 

Antonio to participate in the 2019 Texas Catholic 

Advocacy Day on Tuesday, March 26 at the State 

Capitol Austin. Thanks to the generosity of Archbishop’s 

appeal we will be chartering buses for everyone who 

would like to participate in this event. Together as 

before, with your help and participation, our 

Archdiocese will achieve this goal and use this 

opportunity to put our Catholic faith into action! If you 

are interested in parting in Catholic Advocacy Day visit 

the website at www.archsa.org/Advocacy-day. 

To the following potluck donors and members: 

 

March 03: Vicky Ortiz’ Group 

March 10: Pinay Diva Dance Group 

March 17: Knights of Columbus 

March 24: Philippine Women of America 

March 31: Philippine Dance Ensemble 

 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 

May the Santo Nino bless you and your family. 

 

In Christ, 

Ms. Alma de Paz 

Coordinator 

Nutrition Ministry 
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Our Devotions 

 

First Friday Adoration, 

Rosary & Novena: 7:00-

9:00 PM  

Holy Spirit: Mondays 

Divine Mercy/Holy Hour for 

Vocation: Tuesday 

Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesdays 

St. Jude Novena: 

Thursdays 

Santo Niño Novena: 

Fridays 

First Saturday of the 

month:  

2000 Hail Mary Devotion, 

from 9:00 AM 

Divine Mercy Devotion: 

Sunday 3:00 – 4:00 PM 

Office/Business Hours:  
Tuesday thru Friday:  
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

12 noon – 1:00 PM: Lunch 
Break 

 
Schedule of Masses and 

other Services 
Sundays: 8:00 and 10:00 

AM, and 12 noon Bilingual 
Mass (English & hymns in 
Filipino)2:00PM Spanish 

 
Saturdays: 

6:00 PM (Spanish Mass)  
Daily Holy Mass:  

M-F 6:00 PM 
 

Confession 
Mon-Sat 5:00 – 6:00 PM 

 
Baptism 

     By appointment &     
Seminars are necessary  

 
Confirmation 

11th to 12th grade 
 

Marriage 
Please meet with the 
Pastor one year in 

advance. 
 

Counseling 
By Appointment 

 
Funerall 

Please contact the Parish 

OUR SERVANTS 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

Pastor – Rev. Fr. Arnold Ibarra, PhD 
Deacon - Arsenio Reyes 

Office Volunteers: Annie Spencer,  
Nena Connor, Alice Maldonado 

Business Coordinator – Anna Rose Nolasco 
Sacramental Records – Dr. Connie 

Nepomuceno 

Safe Environment - Monette Reyes 
Photographer – Henry Mendez 

Webmaster – Ed Candelaria 
Property Manager – Robert Mendez 

 
PASTORAL COUNCIL (2018—2021) 

 
Chairperson 

Betty Childress 

Vice-Chairperson 
Raine Virgino 

Secretary 
Josie McAllister 

Members: 
Hermosilia Atamosa 

Russel Cantu 
Alma de Paz 

Pura Frierson 
David Graves 

Alicia Hernandez 
Robert Mendez 

Vicky Ortiz 
Regina Pino 

 
FINANCE COUNCIL 

 
Chairperson: Michael Roberson  

(2015-2020) 
Members –  Jim Irwin,  

Armi Wallace,  
Mel Garcia,  

Nelrose  Mendez, and  
Nena Connor 

 
 

MINISTRIES 
 

WORSHIP 
 

Acolytes: Randal Garcia 
Dévotion: Dr. Connie Nepomuceno 

Lectors: Socorro Candelaria 
Spanish Choir: Juan Anaya 

Adult Choir: Helen Ona 
Youth Choir: Noel Casino 
Sacristan: Rita Cordova 

Wedding/Quincenera Coordinator:  
Alicia Anaya & Annie Spencer  

 
EVANGELIZATION 

 

Religious Education Coordinator: Joanne 

Jaceldo/Mary Ester Rodriguez 

RCIA : Deacon Jun Reyes & Dr. Connie 

Guadalupana: Rosa dela Garza 

ACTS and Vocation/Director of Liturgy: 

Deacon Jun Reyes 

Youth Minitry: Russell &  

Bernadette Cantu 
 

SERVICE 
Nutrition: Alma de Paz 

Knights of Columbus : Grand Knight  
Christopher Anders 

 

Santo Niño de Cebu Catholic 

Church 

Address: 5655 Rigsby Avenue, 

San Antonio, Texas 78222 
Phone: (210) 648-1705  
Fax: (210) 648-5365 

E-mail: santo.nino.sa@gmail.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

We would like to express our thanks to those 

who give online. We would love to see  the 

number increase with this program, please 

consider our online donation.   

 

If you want to give your tithes and donation 

online go to our parish website at www.stonino.org and click 

online  giving logo. 

All credit cards are accepted in our online donation.   

Online Giving 

1. We are also participating in the 40 CANS FOR 
LENT food drive. There are 2 bins in the foyer. 
Please put only non-perishable food items in the 
bins. Please be generous. 

2. Stations of the Cross for the Lenten season is on 
Fridays at 5:00 pm and Sundays at 11:00 am 
starting on March 1 and will last through all the 
Fridays and Sundays of Lent. Families are 
requested to lead the different Stations every 
Sunday. 

3. Collection for the Rice Bowl donation is still going 
on. Please put your Rice Bowl donations in the 
collection basket in any Sunday of Lent. 

4. Please donate for the children’s Easter Egg Hunt. 
Donation box is located in the foyer. 

5. Lenten activities schedules is TBD. 

6. Copies of your weekly bulletin can be 
downloaded on the internet at www.stonino.org/
bulletins. 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

Dear Lord, we thank you for being the Creator and Giver of 

all good gifts and ask you one to help us become good 

stewards of your gifts by teaching us how to return them to 

you with increase . Amen. 


