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Our Mission: 
 

The Santo Niño Catholic 
Church is a faith community 
where all are welcome to 
celebrate Catholic beliefs 
embellished by the best 
Philippine traditions. It is a 
dynamic parish responding to 
the spiritual needs of the 
community to fulfill its 
evangelical mission and to 
realize Christ’s call of making 
disciples of all nations. (Parish 
Pastoral Council, 21 April 2001) 

Reflection 

Fourth Sunday of Lent                  March 31, 2019 

Why we are 
worthy of love 

Who is worthy to receive the 
love and unconditional 
forgiveness of God? During 
every Mass, we pray, "Lord, 
I am not worthy... but say 
the Word and my soul shall 
be healed." Jesus illustrates 
in this Sunday's Gospel 
reading that we are all 
worthy, but not because of 
what we do -- rather, it's 
because of what 
Jesus did do: He died on the 
cross to take our sins into 
death so that we can rise up 
with him in the perpetual 
Easter experience of unity 
with God. 

In the parable of the 
Prodigal Son, it's not what 
the son did that made his 
return home acceptable. It's 
not his repentance that made 
him worthy of receiving his 
father's love. It's what the 
father did. He loved his 
child. Unconditionally. He 
loved him even while he was 
far away, even while he was 
straying in a sinful lifestyle. 

The dad's unconditional, 
faithful love was his gift to 
the son even while the son 
was rejecting it. 

The gift that the son gave to 
his dad upon his return home 

(Continued on page 2) 

Today’s Gospel : LK 15:1-3, 11-32 

T ax collectors and sinners were all drawing 
near to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees 

and scribes began to complain, saying, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So to them 
Jesus addressed this parable: “A man had two sons, 

and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father give 
me the share of your estate that should come to me.’ 

  
So the father divided the property between them. 
After a few days, the younger son collected all his 

belongings and set off to a distant country where he 
squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. 
When he had freely spent everything, a severe 

famine struck that country, and he found himself in 
dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local 
citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. 

And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the 
swine fed, but nobody gave him any. Coming to his 
senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

workers have more than enough food to eat, but 
here am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go 
to my father and I shall say to him, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer 
deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would 

treat one of your hired workers.”’ So he got up and 
went back to his father. While he was still a long 
way off, his father caught sight of him, and was 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Parable of the Lost Son  

Prayer Corner 

Pray:  
Thank You, Lord, 

for calling me 
every day by 

name. May Your 
Holy Spirit 

produce fruit in 
me for being Your 

beloved son. 
Amen.  . 



Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path.  

Psalm 119:105  

DAILY READINGS  

(April 1— 7, 2019) 

Fourth Sunday of Lent                        March 31, 2019 

was an open heart to receive the love that had always been 
available. 

During every Mass, we come to church as prodigal children. 
It doesn't matter that we think we've been good Christians all 
week long. In some way or other, we have turned our backs 
on God's full, unconditional, faithful love. This is why we 
always start Mass acknowledging that we have sinned. Let's 
take this opportunity very seriously! 

Next, we listen to the Word that heals our broken 
relationships with God. The homily should always be 
carefully planned to enhance this, but if it's not, Jesus is 
nonetheless speaking to you through his Holy Spirit; listen in 
your heart. Jesus, who is the Word made flesh, has already 
begun to respond to your presence at Mass. 

In the Offertory, we offer ourselves to the Father; it's our 

(Reflections, Continued from page 1) 

DAY READING/S GOSPEL 

MON IS 65:17-21 JN 4:43-54 

TUE EZ 47:1-9, 12 JN 5:1-16 

WED IS 49:8-15 JN 5:17-30 

THU EX 32:7-14 JN 5:31-47 

FRI  WIS 2:1A, 12-22 JN 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

SAT JER 11:18-20 JN 7:40-53 

SUNDAY 
04/07/2019 

1st—IS 43:16-21 
2nd—PHIL 3:8-14 

JN 8:1-11 

moment of surrender: "I no longer deserve to be called your 
child, so do with me as you will." What God wills is for us to 
be restored to a fully loving, give-and-take relationship with 
him and his family. And thus, in the grandest moment of the 
Liturgy, we receive the Eucharist as a gift of unity with God 
and with his whole family, the Church. (Those who cannot 
receive the Communion of the Host and Cup are graced with a 
Spiritual Communion.) 

Questions for Personal Reflection: 
In what ways do you feel like a prodigal child? Do you feel 
separated from God to any degree? What sins do you need to 
confess so that you can turn around and head back home? 
Your Father is waiting with open arms! 

Questions for Family & Community Faith Sharing: 
Describe a Prodigal Son type of experience. Are you waiting 
for a lost child or friend to return to the Church or to your 
love? In what way have you been the child running away from 
God? What made you decide to return home? How did God 
receive you back? What convinced you that his love is 
unconditional and always available? 
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filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced 
him and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and against you; I no 
longer deserve to be called your son.’But his father 
ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe 

and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and 

slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast, 
because this son of mine was dead, and has come to 
life again; he was lost, and has been found.’ Then 

the celebration began. Now the older son had been 
out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared 
the house, he heard the sound of music and 

dancing. He called one of the servants and asked 
what this might mean. The servant said to him, 
‘Your brother has returned and your father has 

slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him 
back safe and sound.’ He became angry, and when 
he refused to enter the house, his father came out 

and pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply, 
‘Look, all these years I served you and not once did I 

disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a 
young goat to feast on with my friends. But when 
your son returns who swallowed up your property 

with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened 
calf.’ He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me 
always; everything I have is yours. But now we must 

celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was 
dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has 
been found.’” 

(Today’s Gospel continued from page 1) 



Weekend Mass Intentions 
Sat.—6:00 pm—Souls of Lupita Perez, Charles/Margie Graf, 
Frances Paiz, Rosario Huemer, Johnny Hinojosa, Concepcion 
Guzman and Dr. Tony dela Cruz; Health of Alicia Anaya.  
 

Sun.—8:00 am—Soul of Bob Lewis and all our faithful 
departed; Recovery of Lolita Pepper, Helen Daley, and 
Carmen Steele; Intentions of Robert/Nel Mendez. 
 

Sun.—10:00am—Soul of Dina Sorio, Health of Zenaida Sorio 
and intentions of the Two Thousand Hail Mary’s Devotion; 
Souls of Purification Sabondo and Elvira Canestaro; Recovery 
of Adelina Soriano, Zenaida de Jesus and Elvie de Jesus.  

Sun.—12 noon—. 1. Recovery of Pablo Yap, Belma de la Cruz, 
Ken Hauptmann, Pablo Yap and Pat Nasis;  2. Souls of Tony 
dela Cruz, John Saunders , Grace Earhart and Maria Sailor; o. 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT  
AND ATTENDANCE 
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Mass Time 
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Offertory/

Collection 

6:00PM—Spanish :  61 $276.00 

8:00AM—English :  45 $535.00 

10:00Am—English:  131 $682.25 

12:00AM—English:  100 $967.25 

2:00 PM—Spanish 60 $172.00 

Total Offertory 397 $2,632.50 

Operating Donation in 

general 

 

 

 

$550.00 

Nutrition Donation—  $156.00 

 

Attendance and Offertory March 23—24,  2019: 

“Thank you for your goodwill and generosity.” 

To the following potluck donors and members: 

 

March 03: Vicky Ortiz’ Group 

March 10: Pinay Diva Dance Group 

March 17: Knights of Columbus 

March 24: Philippine Women of America 

March 31: Philippine Dance Ensemble 

 

Thank you for your generosity and support. 

May the Santo Nino bless you and your family. 

 

In Christ, 

Ms. Alma de Paz 

Coordinator 

Nutrition Ministry 

Today’s Second Collection March 29—31, 2019 

American Bishop’s Overseas Appeal 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Breakfast   fundraising 
March 31, 2019, 

from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon 

 

Breakfast Plate for sale 

Bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, beans and 

rice  

 

$5.00 per plate 



 

4 

Our Devotions 

 

First Friday Adoration, 

Rosary & Novena: 7:00-

9:00 PM  

Holy Spirit: Mondays 

Divine Mercy/Holy Hour for 

Vocation: Tuesday 

Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesdays 

St. Jude Novena: 

Thursdays 

Santo Niño Novena: 

Fridays 

First Saturday of the 

month:  

2000 Hail Mary Devotion, 

from 9:00 AM 

Divine Mercy Devotion: 

Sunday 3:00 – 4:00 PM 

Office/Business Hours:  
Tuesday thru Friday:  
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

12 noon – 1:00 PM: Lunch 
Break 

 
Schedule of Masses and 

other Services 
Sundays: 8:00 and 10:00 

AM, and 12 noon Bilingual 
Mass (English & hymns in 
Filipino)2:00PM Spanish 

 
Saturdays: 

6:00 PM (Spanish Mass)  
Daily Holy Mass:  

M-F 6:00 PM 
 

Confession 
Mon-Sat 5:00 – 6:00 PM 

 
Baptism 

     By appointment &     
Seminars are necessary  

 
Confirmation 

11th to 12th grade 
 

Marriage 
Please meet with the 
Pastor one year in 

advance. 
 

Counseling 
By Appointment 

 
Funerall 

Please contact the Parish 

OUR SERVANTS 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

Pastor – Rev. Fr. Arnold Ibarra, PhD 
Deacon - Arsenio Reyes 

Office Volunteers: Annie Spencer,  
Nena Connor, Alice Maldonado 

Business Coordinator – Anna Rose Nolasco 
Sacramental Records – Dr. Connie 

Nepomuceno 

Safe Environment - Monette Reyes 
Photographer – Henry Mendez 

Webmaster – Ed Candelaria 
Property Manager – Robert Mendez 

 
PASTORAL COUNCIL (2018—2021) 

 
Chairperson 

Betty Childress 

Vice-Chairperson 
Raine Virgino 

Secretary 
Josie McAllister 

Members: 
Hermosilia Atamosa 

Russel Cantu 
Alma de Paz 

Pura Frierson 
David Graves 

Alicia Hernandez 
Robert Mendez 

Vicky Ortiz 
Regina Pino 

 
FINANCE COUNCIL 

 
Chairperson: Michael Roberson  

(2015-2020) 
Members –  Jim Irwin,  

Armi Wallace,  
Mel Garcia,  

Nelrose  Mendez, and  
Nena Connor 

 
 

MINISTRIES 
 

WORSHIP 
 

Acolytes: Randal Garcia 
Dévotion: Dr. Connie Nepomuceno 

Lectors: Socorro Candelaria 
Spanish Choir: Juan Anaya 

Adult Choir: Helen Ona 
Youth Choir: Noel Casino 
Sacristan: Rita Cordova 

Wedding/Quincenera Coordinator:  
Alicia Anaya & Annie Spencer  

 
EVANGELIZATION 

 

Religious Education Coordinator: Joanne 

Jaceldo/Mary Ester Rodriguez 

RCIA : Deacon Jun Reyes & Dr. Connie 

Guadalupana: Rosa dela Garza 

ACTS and Vocation/Director of Liturgy: 

Deacon Jun Reyes 

Youth Minitry: Russell &  

Bernadette Cantu 
 

SERVICE 
Nutrition: Alma de Paz 

Knights of Columbus : Grand Knight  
Christopher Anders 

 

Santo Niño de Cebu Catholic 

Church 

Address: 5655 Rigsby Avenue, 

San Antonio, Texas 78222 
Phone: (210) 648-1705  
Fax: (210) 648-5365 

E-mail: santo.nino.sa@gmail.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

We would like to express our thanks to those 

who give online. We would love to see  the 

number increase with this program, please 

consider our online donation.   

 

If you want to give your tithes and donation 

online go to our parish website at www.stonino.org and click 

online  giving logo. 

All credit cards are accepted in our online donation.   

Online Giving 

1. We are also participating in the 40 CANS FOR 
LENT food drive. There are 2 bins in the foyer. 
Please put only non-perishable food items in the 
bins. Please be generous. 

2. Stations of the Cross for the Lenten season is on 
Fridays at 5:00 pm and Sundays at 11:00 am 
starting on March 1 and will last through all the 
Fridays and Sundays of Lent. Families are 
requested to lead the different Stations every 
Sunday. 

3. Collection for the Rice Bowl donation is still going 
on. Please put your Rice Bowl donations in the 
collection basket in any Sunday of Lent. 

4. Please donate for the children’s Easter Egg Hunt. 
Donation box is located in the foyer. 

5. Lenten activities schedules is TBD. 

6. Copies of your weekly bulletin can be 
downloaded on the internet at www.stonino.org/
bulletins. 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

Dear Lord, we thank you for being the Creator and Giver of 

all good gifts and ask you one to help us become good 

stewards of your gifts by teaching us how to return them to 

you with increase . Amen. 


