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Our Mission: 
 

The Santo Niño Catholic 
Church is a faith community 
where all are welcome to 
celebrate Catholic beliefs 
embellished by the best 
Philippine traditions. It is a 
dynamic parish responding to 
the spiritual needs of the 
community to fulfill its 
evangelical mission and to 
realize Christ’s call of making 
disciples of all nations. (Parish 
Pastoral Council, 21 April 2001) 

Reflections 

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion        April 5, 2020 

The passionate 
love of Jesus 

T 
he word "passion" has 
powerful 
implications. 

Theologically, we use it to 
describe the suffering love 
that Jesus endured for each 
of us when he was beaten, 
mocked and crucified as he 
willingly took onto himself 
the punishment and 
destructive forces of our 
sins. 

The world counterfeits the 
word "passion" by applying 
it to strong feelings of 
romantic, even lustful, 
attraction. 

We also use this word to 
refer to a strong motivation 
to do something that we 
enjoy or greatly care about, 
and this is why we can say 
that Jesus cared 
"passionately" about us 
while enduring The Passion. 

The strong love that Jesus 
exhibited in his ministry and 
on Good Friday is a lesson 
on what it means to have 
"compassion" for others. We 
walk with them in their 
sufferings; we "suffer with" 
them. This is passionate love 
in its holiest form. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Today’s Gospel : MT 26:14—27:66 

O 
ne of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, 
went to the chief priests and said, “What are you 
willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” They 

paid him thirty pieces of silver, and from that time on he 
looked for an opportunity to hand him over. 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 
disciples approached Jesus and said, “Where do you want 
us to prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go 
into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The teacher 
says, “My appointed time draws near; in your house I shall 
celebrate the Passover with my disciples.”’” The disciples 
then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared the Passover. 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve. 
And while they were eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, 
one of you will betray me.” Deeply distressed at this, they 
began to say to him one after another, “Surely it is not I, 
Lord?” He said in reply, “He who has dipped his hand into 
the dish with me is the one who will betray me. The Son of 
Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that 
man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be 
better for that man if he had never been born.” Then Judas, 
his betrayer, said in reply, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” He 
answered, “You have said so.” 

While they were eating,  Jesus took bread, said the 
blessing, broke it, and giving it to his disciples said, “Take 
and eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you, for this is 
my blood of the 
covenant, which will 
be shed on behalf of 
many for the 
forgiveness of sins. I 
tell you, from now on 
I shall not drink this 
fruit of the vine until 
the day when I drink it with you new in the kingdom of my 
Father.” Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, “This night all of you will have 
your faith in me shaken, for it is written: I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed; but 
after I have been raised up, I shall go before you to 
Galilee.” Peter said to him in reply, “Though all may have 
their faith in you shaken, mine will never be.” Jesus said to 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Passion of Christ 

Prayer Corner 

Pray: 

Jesus Christ, I 
recognize that 

sometimes I follow 
You and proclaim 

you as my Lord and 
my God, and other 
times I reject Your 

teachings and refuse 
to follow Your 

example. Forgive me 
and empower me 

with Your Holy Spirit 
to be a faithful 

witness of Your love 
and forgiveness. 

Amen. .  
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Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion                    April 5, 2020 

Read the scriptures for Passion Sunday with an eye on how 
they reveal Jesus' passionate love for you. 

See yourself in the passion of the people who enthusiastically 
welcomed Jesus as well as in those who rejected and denied 
him. 

Consider how much compassion Jesus must have felt for you 
when he subjected himself to the excruciating pains of his 
final hours. He did this for you despite how much you've hurt 
him through any lack of compassion for others. Rejoice is his 
passionate love for you! This will empower you to repent and 
grow stronger in holy love for others. 

Questions for Personal Reflection: 
Bring to mind the most painful way you are suffering 
compassionately with or for someone else. Connect this to 
what Jesus did. How does this help you feel more intimately 
involved with God's salvation plan? How does it make your 
life a modern Gospel? 

Questions for Community Faith Sharing: 
1. Looking at the reading from Isaiah, what are some of the 
ways that good Christians sometimes beat on Jesus, pluck his 
beard, and spit on him? 

2. How does your answer to #1 explain why Jesus emptied 
himself for you, as the reading from Philippians describes? 

3. In what ways does the Passion of Jesus minister to us in our 
sufferings today? 
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announcement 

 

 
 

him, “Amen, I say to you, this very night before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, 
“Even though I should have to die with you, I will not deny 
you.” And all the disciples spoke likewise. 

Then Jesus came with them to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 
go over there and pray.” He took along Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, and began to feel sorrow and distress. 
Then he said to them, “My soul is sorrowful even to death. 
Remain here and keep watch with me.” He advanced a 
little and fell prostrate in prayer, 
saying, “My Father, if it is possible, 
let this cup pass from me; yet, not 
as I will, but as you will.” When he 
returned to his disciples he found 
them asleep. He said to Peter, “So 
you could not keep watch with me 
for one hour? Watch and pray that 
you may not undergo the test. The 
spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” Withdrawing a second time, 

(Continued from page 1) 

he prayed again, “My Father, if it is not possible that this 
cup pass without my drinking it, your will be done!” Then 
he returned once more and found them asleep, for they 
could not keep their eyes open. He left them and withdrew 
again and prayed a third time, saying the same thing again. 
Then he returned to his disciples and said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is 
at hand when the Son of Man is to be handed over to 
sinners. Get up, let us go. Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, 
arrived, accompanied by a large crowd, with swords and 
clubs, who had come from the chief priests and the elders 
of the people. His betrayer had arranged a sign with them, 
saying, “The man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him.” 
Immediately he went over to Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi!” 
and he kissed him. Jesus answered him, “Friend, do what 
you have come for.” Then stepping forward they laid 
hands on Jesus and arrested him. And behold, one of 
those who accompanied Jesus put his hand to his sword, 
drew it, and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his 
ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its 
sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 
Do you think that I cannot call upon my Father and he will 
not provide me at this moment with more than twelve 
legions of angels? But then how would the Scriptures be 

(Continued on page 3) 

SUNDAY MASS IS SUSPENDED TEMPORARILY 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Sunday Santo Nino’s Facebook Live Streaming 

Mass: 

 English Mass : 11:00 AM  

 Spanish Mass :  1:00 PM 

 

The church is open for prayer only: 

Monday—Friday :   2:00 PM—7:00 PM 

Sunday     :  1:00 PM—4:00 PM 

 

Office Hours 
For our protection and preventive measures from the ongoing 

COVID-19, our office hours will be 

Tuesday – Friday 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm only. 

However, we are no longer accommodating walk-in business or 

inquiry for the meantime. We will communicate with you through 

phone @ (210) 648-1705 or by email @ santo.nino.sa@gmail.com. 
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STEWARDSHIP (Collection) 
REPORT AND ATTENDANCE 

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion                    April 5, 2020 

 Attendance and Offertory  March 28—March 29, 2020 

“Thank you for your goodwill and generosity.” 

Mass Intention 
WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS  

1. Our mass intentions are for: 

 all who are sick and to those who are infected with 
COVID –19.  

 the health of all the health-workers and front-line 
workers. 

 All the souls of our faithful departed esp. to Dina /
Zenaida Sorio, Dr. Tony dela Cruz, Bill/June 
Lenhart, Manuel Tamayo, Frances Paiz, Lupita 
Perez, Johnny Hinojosa, Rosario Huemer, Tony 
Brewer, John Saunders,  

 health and recovery of Nena Connor, Jim Irwin, 
Alma de Paz, Noel Casino, Robert and Nel Mendez, 
Carmen Steele, Helen Daley, Clarke Lewis. 

There was no collection last March 28 and 29, 2020, due to 

suspended masses from COVID-19. 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE SANTO NINO’S WEBSITE 

ONLINE DONATION AS AN ALTERNATIVE WAY 

OF GIVING YOUR WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION TO 

SUPPORT OUR CONTINUING MINISTRY.  

ONLINE 

DONATION 

fulfilled which say that it must come to pass in this way?” 
At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come 
out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to seize 
me? Day after day I sat teaching in the temple area, yet 
you did not arrest me. But all this has come to pass that 
the writings of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples left him and fled. 

Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas 
the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were 
assembled. Peter was following him at a distance as far 
as the high priest’s courtyard, and going inside he sat 
down with the servants to see the outcome. The chief 
priests and the entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain 
false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to 
death, but they found none, though many false witnesses 
came forward. Finally two came forward who stated, 
“This man said, ‘I can destroy the temple of God and 
within three days rebuild it.’” The high priest rose and 
addressed him, “Have you no answer? What are these 
men testifying against you?” But Jesus was silent. Then 
the high priest said to him, “I order you to tell us under 
oath before the living God whether you are the Christ, 
the Son of God.” Jesus said to him in reply, “You have 
said so. But I tell you: From now on you will see ‘the Son 
of Man seated at the right hand of the Power’ and 
‘coming on the clouds of heaven.’” Then the high priest 
tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What 
further need have we of witnesses? You have now heard 
the blasphemy; what is your opinion?” They said in reply, 
“He deserves to die!” Then they spat in his face and 
struck him, while some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy 
for us, Christ: who is it that struck you?” Now Peter was 
sitting outside in the courtyard. One of the maids came 
over to him and said, “You too were with Jesus the 
Galilean.” But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, “I 
do not know what you are talking about!” As he went out 
to the gate, another girl saw him and said to those who 
were there, “This man was with Jesus the Nazorean.” 
Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man!” 
A little later the bystanders came over and said to Peter, 

(Continued from page 2) 

“Surely you too are one of them; even your speech gives 
you away.” At that he began to curse and to swear, “I do 
not know the man.” And immediately a cock crowed. Then 
Peter remembered the word that Jesus had spoken: 
“Before the cock crows you will deny me three times.” He 
went out and began to weep bitterly. 

When it was morning, all the chief priests and the elders of 
the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. 
They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate, the governor. 

Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had been 
condemned, deeply regretted what he had done. He 
returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and 
elders, saying, “I have sinned in betraying innocent blood.” 
They said, “What is that to us? Look to it yourself.” Flinging 
the money into the temple, he departed and went off and 
hanged himself. The chief priests gathered up the money, 
but said, “It is not lawful to deposit this in the temple 
treasury, for it is the price of blood.” After consultation, they 
used it to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for 
foreigners. That is why that field even today is called the 
Field of Blood. Then was fulfilled what had been said 
through Jeremiah the prophet, And they took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the value of a man with a price on his head, 
a price set by some of the Israelites, and they paid it out for 
the potter’s field just as the Lord had commanded me. 

Now Jesus stood 
before the governor, 
and he questioned 
him, “Are you the 
king of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “You say 
so.” And when he 
was accused by the 
chief priests and 
elders, he made no 

answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how 
many things they are testifying against you?” But he did not 
answer him one word, so that the governor was greatly 
amazed. 

Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was 

(Continued on page 4) 
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accustomed to release to the crowd one prisoner whom they 
wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called 
Barabbas. So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them, 
“Which one do you want me to release to you, Barabbas, or 
Jesus called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that 
they had handed him over. While he was still seated on the 
bench, his wife sent him a message, “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man. I suffered much in a dream today 
because of him.” The chief priests and the elders persuaded 
the crowds to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. The 
governor said to them in reply, “Which of the two do you 
want me to release to you?” They answered, A Barabbas!” 
Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus called 
Christ?” They all said, 
“Let him be crucified!” 
But he said, “Why? 
What evil has he 
done?” They only 
shouted the louder, 
“Let him be crucified!” 
When Pilate saw that he 
was not succeeding at 
all, but that a riot was 
breaking out instead, he 
took water and washed 
his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of 
this man’s blood. Look to it yourselves.” And the whole 
people said in reply, “His blood be upon us and upon our 
children.” Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he 
had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the 
praetorium and gathered the whole cohort around him. They 
stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak 
about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on 
his head, and a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before 
him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They 
spat upon him and took the reed and kept striking him on the 
head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of 
the cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off to 
crucify him. 

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon; 
this man they pressed into service to carry his cross. 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha ¬—which 
means Place of the Skull —, they gave Jesus wine to drink 
mixed with gall. But when he had tasted it, he refused to 
drink. After they had crucified him, they divided his garments 
by casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him 
there. And they placed over his head the written charge 
against him: This is Jesus, the King of the Jews. Two 
revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and 
the other on his left. Those passing by reviled him, shaking 
their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and rebuild it in three days, save yourself, if you are the Son 
of God, and come down from the cross!” Likewise the chief 
priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said, 
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. So he is the king 
of Israel! Let him come down from the cross now, and we will 
believe in him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if 
he wants him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” The 
revolutionaries who were crucified with him also kept 
abusing him in the same way. 

(Continued from page 3) From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” which  means, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” Some of the bystanders who 
heard it said, “This one is calling for Elijah.” Immediately 
one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, 
and putting it on a 
reed, gave it to 
him to drink. But 
the rest said, 
“Wait, let us see if 
Elijah comes to 
save him.” But 
Jesus cried out 
again in a loud 
voice, and gave 
up his spirit. 

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two 
from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, 
tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints who 
had fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from 
their tombs after his resurrection, they entered the holy 
city and appeared to many. The centurion and the men 
with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared 
greatly when they saw the earthquake and all that was 
happening, and they said, “A Truly, this was the Son of 
God!” There were many women there, looking on from a 
distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, 
ministering to him. Among them were Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of 
Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be handed over. Taking 

the body, Joseph wrapped 
it in clean linen and laid it in 
his new tomb that he had 
hewn in the rock. Then he 
rolled a huge stone across 
the entrance to the tomb 
and departed. But Mary 
Magdalene and the other 
Mary remained sitting 
there, facing the tomb. 

The next day, the one following the day of preparation, 
the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before 
Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember that this impostor 
while still alive said, ‘After three days I will be raised up.’ 
Give orders, then, that the grave be secured until the 
third day, lest his disciples come and steal him and say 
to the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead.’ This 
last imposture would be worse than the first.” Pilate said 
to them, “The guard is yours; go, secure it as best you 
can.” So they went and secured the tomb by fixing a 
seal to the stone and setting the guard. 

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion                    April 5, 2020 
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Our Devotions 

 

Adoration, Rosary & 

Novena: 5:00-6:00 PM M-F 

Holy Spirit: Mondays 

Divine Mercy/Holy Hour for 

Vocation: Tuesday 

Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesdays 

St. Jude Novena: 

Thursdays 

Santo Niño Novena: Fridays 

Sacred Heart: 1st Fridays 

First Saturday of the 

month:  

2000 Hail Mary Devotion, 

from 9:00 AM 

Divine Mercy Devotion: 

Sunday 3:00 – 4:00 PM 

Parish Office/
Business Hours:  

Tuesday thru Friday:  
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

12 noon – 1:00 PM: Lunch 
Break 

 
Schedule of Masses 
and other Services 

 
Sundays: 8:00 and 10:00 

AM, and 12 noon Bilingual 
Mass (English & hymns in 

Filipino) 
 

Saturdays:  
6:00 PM (Spanish Mass)  
Daily Holy Eucharist:  

M-F 6:00 PM 
 

Confession:  
Mon-Sat 5:00 – 6:00 PM 

Baptism: By appointment 
& Seminars is necessary  

 
Confirmation:  

11th to 12th grade 
Marriage: Please meet 

with the Pastor one year in 
advance. 

 
Counseling: By 
Appointment 

 
Funeral: Please contact the 
Parish office before making 

arrangements outside 

OUR SERVANTS 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

Pastor – Rev. Fr. Arnold Ibarra, 
PhD 

Deacon - Arsenio Reyes 
Office Volunteers: Annie Spencer,  

Nena Connor, Alice Maldonado 
Business Coordinator – Anna Rose 

Nolasco 
Safe Environment - Monette Reyes 

Photographer – Henry Mendez 
Webmaster – Ed Candelaria 
Property Manager – Robert 

Mendez 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL (2018—
2021) 

 
Chairperson 

Betty Childress 
Vice-Chairperson 

Raine Virgino 
Secretary 

Josie McAllister 
Members: 

Hermosilia Atamosa 
Russel Cantu 
Alma de Paz 

Pura Frierson 
David Graves 

Alicia Hernandez 
Robert Mendez 

Vicky Ortiz 
Regina Pino 

 
FINANCE COUNCIL 

 
Chairperson: Armi Wallace 

(2019—2020) 
Mel Garcia, - Secretary  
Members –  Jim Irwin,  
Nelrose  Mendez, and  

Nena Connor 
 

 
MINISTRIES 

 
WORSHIP 

 
Acolytes: Randal Garcia 

Dévotion: Dr. Connie Nepomuceno 
Lectors: Socorro Candelaria 
Spanish Choir: Juan Anaya 

Adult Choir: Helen Ona 
Youth Choir: Noel Casino 
Wedding/Quinceanera 

Coordinator:  
Alicia Anaya & Annie Spencer  

 
EVANGELIZATION 

 
Religious Education Coordinator: 

Joanne Jaceldo/Mary Ester Rodriguez 
RCIA : Deacon Jun Reyes & Dr. 

Connie 
Guadalupana: Rosa dela Garza 

Youth Minitry: Russell &  
Bernadette Cantu 

 
SERVICE 

Nutrition: Alma de Paz 
Knights of Columbus : Grand 

Knight  
Sean Flatley 

Santo Niño de Cebu Catholic 

Church 

Address: 5655 Rigsby Avenue, 

San Antonio, Texas 78222 
Phone: (210) 648-1705  
Fax: (210) 648-5365 

E-mail: santo.nino.sa@gmail.com 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 

We would like to express our thanks to those 

who give online. We would love to see  the 

number increase with this program, please 

consider our online donation.   

 

If you want to give your tithes and donation 

online go to our parish website at www.stonino.org and click 

online  giving logo. 

All credit cards are accepted in our online donation.   

Online Giving 

1. All church activities are suspended temporarily due to COVID 
outbreak. 

2. San Antonio City Stay Home/Work Safe Guidelines. 

 All individuals living in the City of San Antonio are ordered to stay 
at home consistent with the direction and guidance in City Mayor’s 
Declaration. If individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces 
outside their home or engaged in Exempted Activities or Exempted 
Businesses, then they must maintain social distancing of at least six 
feet from any other person.  

 All businesses operating within San Antonio except Exempted 
Businesses are required to stop operations and close. 

 All public or private gatherings occurring outside a single household 
or single-family living unit are prohibited unless specifically 
exempted under this Declaration. Members of a household or single-
family living unit may gather.  

 Worship Services. Religious and worship services may only be 
provided by video, teleconference or other remote measures.  

 Subject to San Antonio City Council approval, this Declaration 
shall be effective until 11 :59 p.m. on April 9, 2020, or until it is 
either rescinded, superseded, or amended pursuant to 
applicable law.  

3. Copies of your weekly bulletin can be downloaded on the internet 
at www.stonino.org/bulletins. 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

Dear Lord, we thank you for being the Creator and Giver of 

all good gifts and ask you one to help us become good 

stewards of your gifts by teaching us how to return them to 

you with increase . Amen. 


