
Join us after Mass! A coffee hour is held in the Rochester Room after the 
10am Family Mass. On the first Sunday of each month, a Sunday Cocktail Hour 
follows the 5:45pm Mass. These are special times for longtime parishioners, 
newcomers and visitors to meet. Volunteers are welcome to greet guests and 
assist with refreshments. Please contact the Social Committee at the Parish 
Office. 

The Leisure Club - Each Tuesday from October through May, interested 
seniors meet for worship and lunch. Participants attend the 12:15 Mass, 
followed by a complimentary lunch in the Rochester Room. Volunteers are 
especially welcome, to assist preparing, serving and cleaning up after the 
lunch. Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGIES AND ACTIVITIES 
The Parish offers programs for children of varying ages. The Sunday Circle, 
organized for children aged 4-6, takes place during the 10am Sunday Family 
Mass and is led by Sharon McKenna, Church Sacristan.  Sharon instructs our 
young parishioners about the Church and the Gospel, applying the approach of 
the Montessori-based Catechesis of The Good Shepherd.  Visual props and 
pageantry encourage lively participation among the children.  Parents pick up 
their child after mass. 

On most Sundays, at the 10am Family Mass, children aged 7-11, are invited to 
the Foley Chapel, where Naomy Ramos, a trained educator in religion, instructs 
and engages them in a discussion of the day’s Liturgy in order to help them 
develop a better understanding of the Lord’s message. Children rejoin their 
families after the recitation of the Creed. For both 
programs, parent and young adult volunteers are 
sought. For further information about these programs, 
parents should contact the Parish Office. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
A Religious Education program designed for first 
graders has begun at the church and is planned to be expanded annually. 
Another program of religious instruction open to children in independent 
schools is the Narnia Club program.  Classes for students in Grades 1 – 8 
meet weekly in the homes of participating families. For more information about 
both programs, please contact the Parish Office. For adults: Contact one of the 
priests for details about the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
 
WEEKDAYS 
MON - FRI: 8:00AM 12:15PM 
SAT: 8:00AM  12:15PM 
 
SUNDAYS 
SAT:  5:45PM 
SUN:  8:30AM 
  10:00AM  (FAMILY 

MASS)   
  12:00PM  (PRINCIPAL 

MASS WITH CHOIR) 
  5:45PM 
 
 
 



WELCOME! 
The Church of St. Thomas More was established as a Catholic house of 
worship in 1950 and today serves more than 1,000 parishioners. Most 
members of the congregation reside in the surrounding Upper East Side 
neighborhood, but many come from other parts of Manhattan, in search of an 
intimate and reverent worship experience enhanced by extraordinary music. 

The church building, which is modeled after Edward B. Lamb’s Church of St. 
Martin, Gospel Oak, London, originally housed the Episcopal congregation of 
the Church of the Beloved Disciple. In the 1920’s, Beloved Disciple merged 
with the larger Church of the Heavenly Rest, which was constructing a new 
church building at 90th Street and 5th Avenue. The Church building on 89th 
Street was sold to a Dutch Reformed congregation before becoming the 
Church of St. Thomas More under the leadership of the Most Reverend Philip 
Furlong, the founding pastor. 

Today, the Church offers a full range of Catholic liturgies, with educational 
programs and a variety of community services that invite the active participation 
of parishioners. The major means of communication within the parish is the 
weekly bulletin. Members are also urged to check the Church’s website for 
events, special liturgies, programs, and activities. 

 
THE ORGAN 
Installed in 1998, our organ has the noteworthy distinction of being the only 
instrument in New York City by the renowned organ builders Mark Lively and 
Paul Fulcher.  Lively-Fulcher instruments are esteemed by performers for their 
beautifully balanced ensemble and sophisticated voicing.  Our small Lively-
Fulcher organ contains only 23 stops (and 23 ranks) across 2 manuals and 
pedal.  Yet, in spite of its small size, it displays remarkable versatility for both 
organ repertoire and choral accompaniment.  Above all, it is artfully designed to 
lead a congregation in singing hymns and acclamations.  If you are interested 
in receiving a tour or demonstration of the organ, contact the Director of Music 
at STMMusicOffice@gmail.com. 

 
THE CHOIR 
Since its founding in 1950, the Church of St. Thomas More has continuously 
fostered the Church's great "Schola Cantorum" tradition: an ensemble of 
professional singers, schooled in the art of sacred choral singing, with 
Gregorian repertoire at its core.  The ensemble sings every week at the 12:00 
noon principal Mass.  Our Schola is joined by a chamber orchestra for special 

liturgies throughout the year.  Highly skilled and committed volunteers who are 
interested in auditioning for the Schola Cantorum are always welcome and 
should contact the Parish Office or the Music Office at 
STMMusicOffice@gmail.com. 

 

The following are descriptions of major activities and organizations within the 
parish. All offer opportunities for parishioners to add to their lives through 
Christian service to the parish, the Archdiocese of New York, and the City itself. 

THE PARISH COUNCIL 
This key group of parishioners was established to encourage lay involvement in 
the Parish. The Council develops and implements creative programs for the 
management and continued growth of the Church. Members are elected by 
written ballot by parishioners, with additional members appointed by the Pastor. 
Each spring, candidates are proposed by the nominating committee of the 
Council, and biographies are posted in the church bulletin several weeks prior 
to election. The Council meets monthly from September to June. Highlights 
planned by the Council include a Christmas Toy Drive, Christmas Party, Family 
Day, Easter Egg Hunt, monthly Food Drive, More for Less Fair, and Lecture 
and Music series. Parishioners are encouraged to attend Council meetings and 
to participate in the work of the Council. For more information, please contact 
the Council President or the Pastor at the Parish Office. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & USHERS 
Parishioners who are Eucharistic Ministers assist in the distribution of Holy 
Communion and also serve as Extraordinary Ministers of the Cup. Interested 
parishioners should contact the Pastor for an interview.  Lay ushers make an 
important contribution to the worship experience, bringing to their assignment a 
strong sense of reverence and community. They welcome parishioners upon 
entry, seat people and take up the collections. They also help the physically 
handicapped, parents of infants, and seniors. Please contact the Parish Council 
if you are interested. 

Lectors - Lectors proclaim the word of God at Mass and are an important part 
of the worship experience. Parishioners are welcome to perform this special 
ministry. Please contact the Parish Council or Parish Office for more 
information. 

Altar Servers - Open to girls and boys ages 8 and over, these young people 
assist at Sunday Masses and other liturgies. Training will be provided. Please 
contact Father Diaz. 


