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January 2, 2022 Epiphany 2022 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
 In this age of Covid we have all seen pictures of clashes between those in favor 
of being vaccinated and those adamantly opposed. This debate is not confined to our 
own country, but has divided many in Europe as well. The European Union, in an 
attempt to stop the spread of the virus, has developed something called the “Green 
Passport,” known more familiarly as the “Green Pass.” Its certifies that the individual 
possessing this document has been vaccinated within the past year, or has received a 
negative result from a test within the past 48 or 72 hours, depending on the kind of 
test. The “Green Pass” is required in order to enter certain workplaces or to travel from 
one country to another within the EU. In Italy there have been some violent 
demonstrations about this requirement. So, it has become a topic of national 
conversation. One spot of humor in the whole situation was generated by a group of 
Neapolitan craftsmen who produce Nativity sets—the kind you can see on display at 
the Met. In this one set you can find all the traditional figures, but here each of the 
Magi is now holding the controversial “Green Pass” in his hand. Obviously each of 
them would need one to travel the distance to Bethlehem. 
 
 The Magi, the wise men, are depicted as coming from the east, from Persia, from 
what is today Iraq and Iran. They are described as “astrologers;” they follow the 
movements of the heavenly bodies. We forget today that the civilization of the 
Persians outshone that of even the ancient Greeks and Romans. In fact when 
Alexander the Great conquered Persia and saw the magnificence of their 
accomplishments, he ordered his senior officers to marry highborn Persian women so 
that their new wives might civilize them, and in time civilize the Greek world. The 
Persians were especially skilled in calculating the movements of the stars and planets, 
to such a degree that their calculations predicted the placement of the heavenly bodies 
with amazing accuracy, thousands of years in advance. Hence, astronomy is the oldest 
of the sciences. The Persians used this knowledge more for astrological motives. 
Because they could predict quite accurately the movements of the stars and planets, 
and because they believed  these heavenly bodies influenced events on earth, they 
then believed they could predict the outcome of events on our terrestrial plane. 
 
 Today's feast of the Epiphany celebrates God revealing, manifesting God's self to 
the Magi, to those who come “seeking.” They stand in opposition to the chief priests 
and the scribes who, when they hear from the Magi of the birth of the Messiah, remain 
stuck where they are. They do not bestir themselves to investigate. In their mind they 
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have all the answers, so why bother? Let these foreigners figure it out. The chief 
priests and the scribes remain locked in the prison of their presumed certitude, and so 
they miss out on discovering the presence of God in their midst. This story reminds us 
that our faith should never be too settled, too cut-and-dried, too comfortable, but 
always have about it an aspect of “seeking,” of being restless, an element of 
inquisitiveness.. The Magi stand as a cautionary tale to all who are unwilling to expand 
the horizons of their faith. 
 
 What St. Matthew is doing in telling this story is describing people who are using 
all their learning, all their science, all their knowledge, all their wisdom, to bring them 
to the threshold of faith. Led by a star; they are drawn in their quest to discover the 
newborn King of the Jews. But when they arrive at the entrance to the stable of 
Bethlehem, they find not a king, but a young child with his mother. Like good 
scientists, they have to submit to the data; they have to revise their expectations. 
They have, in fact, found more than what they were looking for. They have found the 
One through Whom all the stars and planets were created. As learned, as wise, as 
knowledgeable as they are, they simply bow in reverence and awe. 
 
 The story of the Magi reminds us that all human knowledge, wisdom, and 
science can be employed in the task of deepening, of enriching our faith. Because God 
is the source of all truth, because God is both Creator and Revealer, we need never be 
afraid of where the path of scientific inquiry might lead us. People don't realize that 
the individual who originated the Big Bang Theory about the origin of universe was a 
Belgian priest, Father George LeMaitre. Science can lead us to the threshold of faith, to 
ponder in reverential awe our universe’s intricacy, it origin, its purpose. 
 
 Admittedly, this compatibility of faith and science has not always been 
recognized down through history. We have the unfortunate example of Galileo who 
was forced to deny his heliocentric theory of the solar system; of Giordano Bruno who 
was burned at the stake for proposing that the sun was just another star like many 
other stars, with the possibility of life on other planets. And as recently as the 19th 
century Pope Pius IX condemned locomotives as unnatural. (Maybe he had a vision of 
Penn Station.) Fortunately those days are long past. Even in regards to evolutionary 
theory about the creation of our planet and human beings--which some Christian 
denominations would reject--Catholics can certainly accept it, recognizing that God is 
involved in the whole process.  
 
 Today the difficulty is not so much with the physical sciences as with the human 
sciences, with psychology, anthropology, and to a degree with biology. Because these 
touch on the subject of our very identity as human beings, they are the ones that are 
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the most controversial today. Still with the confidence that “truth is one,” as St. 
Thomas Aquinas might describe the situation, that faith and reason support each 
other, we can be empowered to meet the challenges that science discloses here as 
well.  
 
 On this feast of the Epiphany, let us be truly “catholic,” with a small “c”, i.e., 
universal–open to all peoples and open to all human knowledge, science and wisdom. 
Let us never put obstacles in the path of those who may belong to no specific religion, 
but who are “seeking,” seeking something more than what the materialism of our age 
pretends to offer. Let us return in spirit to that scene in Bethlehem and present our 
own gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh--the gold of our talents, our abilities; the 
frankincense, the devotion of our faith, and our myrrh, the ointment which was used 
for healing--here we bring those parts of ourselves that have been battered and 
bruised by life. In a few moments in the Eucharist we will bring the totality of who we 
are, and present ourselves to Him who accepts us as we are, offering compassion and 
mercy, empowering us to continue on our own journey of faith. Let us do so in 
openness and trust. 


