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 Today’s gospel is about “second chances.” What do people do who have survived 

the loss of everything, the loss of their family, their career, their good name, their 
wealth? When all seemed lost, and suddenly things turned round? When people 
emerge unscathed from a car crash, or survive the onset of cancer, or are pulled by 
from death’s door by some new medical intervention, they may take a deep breath 
and return to business as usual. Or, they may begin to reevaluate what their life had 
been all about up to that point; they may take stock and start to pay attention to all 
those things they previously had taken for granted. That brush with death may provide 
a new lease on life; they may appreciate how very easily things could have turned out 
otherwise, and resolve to give their life a new direction.  
 
 In today’s gospel ten individuals are given that chance, and we see what they do 
with it. Jesus meets a band of lepers in a no-man’s land between Samaria and Galilee. 
Usually the Jews and the Samaritans would not associate with each other because they 
despised each other. Here we see the unfortunate circumstance to which they have 
fallen victim has erased all those social prejudices that before had been so important. 
They are reduced to acknowledging each other in their shared humanity. The label of 
leprosy may not have been what today we call Hansen’s disease, but the 
disfigurement, whatever may have been its cause, was sufficient to incur banishment 
from their homes. Now they are a community of the dispossessed who have lost 
everything. 
 
 They ask Jesus to “have pity” on them. Some in the group may have heard of 
Jesus as a healer, as a miracle-worker. They are not asking for anything of a religious 
or spiritual nature. They just want Jesus to do something for them, to alleviate their 
miserable condition. Jesus tells them to “go show [themselves] to the priests,” 
presumably the Samaritan priests and the Jewish priests. In this situation the priests 
served as the local health authorities. If a person claimed to have been somehow 
healed of “leprosy,” the priests were to examine the individual and certify that was 
indeed the case. Then that person could be readmitted to their community. The 
passage goes on to say that while they are on their way, they are “cleansed.” 
Curiously, the healing, the “cleansing,” takes place off stage. Why? Perhaps it gives 
them time to reflect, to consider what they are going to do now. And we see what 
happens. Most of them, nine of them, continue on their way and presumably return to 
life as they knew it before. One returns, glorifying God, falling at the feet of Jesus to 
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thank Him. Jesus says to him, “Your faith has saved you,” meaning this Samaritan 
former leper has recognized in Jesus the very mercy of God, and this recognition has 
not only provided a physical cure but a reorientation of his life. All that his life before 
had provided him with is now of less value that what he has found in meeting Jesus. 
He goes, not to return to his old ways, but to find a deeper new way that his faith will 
now forge for him. 
 
 We need not to have a “dodged a bullet” with death to come to the same 
awareness that the grateful leper attains in today’s gospel. The faith that the leper 
came to possess was to recognize in Jesus that God is the very source of life, the 
ultimate Mystery that supports and permeates everything that is. In the words of the 
spiritual writer, John Shea, “We sense the creative energies that are always flowing 
from that Mystery. We become aware that we do not possess that Mystery…that life is 
on lease, and we are truly tenants who will never be able to claim ownership. Yet this 
Mystery continues to sustain us freely and abundantly. A gradual trust develops, a 
trust in the source beyond the [problems of daily life]. We move into the recognition 
that the Mystery is love, and we may laugh at how obvious it now seems and how 
necessary it is to say yes to it.” That is what we can possess, and for that we can be 
grateful, for that we can say “Thank you.” 


