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 Today’s Gospel reading is rather short. It reminds me of something you would 
see on the board of the TV show, “Jeopardy.” It is the answer to a question, but we 
don’t have the question, because the lines preceding this passage have been omitted. 
And, we really can’t understand the answer that we have here, unless we first know 
the question. So, let me give you the lines preceding. “The Jews, i.e., the authorities in 
charge of the Temple, gathered around Jesus and asked Him, ‘How long will you keep 
us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’” To which Jesus gives the first 
part of His answer, “I have told you and you do not believe. The works I do in My 
Father’s name testify to Me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to My 
sheep.”  
 
 Of course, it helps to know a little about how the shepherd took care of the 
sheep. Every evening after pasturing the sheep on the hillside, the shepherd would 
lead the sheep into a sheepfold to bed them down for the night. The shepherd would 
position himself outside the entrance, so that the evening breeze would carry the scent 
of his body in the direction of the sheep. He would place his staff an arm’s length from 
his side, so that the sheep would have to squeeze between the staff and his body. As 
he called in the sheep, he would lean down and go over the body of the sheep to 
check for any broken bones. The fold was shared by other shepherds, so the sheep 
would all be mixed in together for the night. In the morning, each shepherd would 
take his turn standing outside the sheepfold and call out the sheep in his flock. The 
sheep would recognize his voice and come out of the sheepfold and follow him out to 
the pasture. There was a real bond between the sheep and the shepherd. He knew 
them and they knew him. The sheep know and trust the shepherd, not because they 
have gone through any rational, intellectual discernment, but because they have 
experienced the shepherd and his “works.” In the same way a child knows and trusts 
his or her mother because of the experience of being cared for, not be reasoning it 
out. 
 
 With that in mind, let us see what is the problem that the Temple authorities 
have with Jesus? To them, He appears evasive. He won’t give them the direct answer 
they want. Are you in fact the Messiah? Tell us, Yes or No. They are sizing Jesus up 
and they want more information. They are looking at Him from the outside, from a 
distance, and they are not satisfied with the answer they are getting. Jesus tells them 
that they are the problem. He tells them that the “works” that He does do in fact 
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testify, demonstrate, indicate, answer who He is. And, there are those who do “get it”-
--these are the ones Jesus calls His “sheep.” They have seen His “works”; they have 
seen Him “at work.” They saw how He dealt with people whom their spiritual leaders 
had no time for. They saw how He offered a path to God less concerned with 
externals, than what was in one’s heart. They saw how He expanded their 
understanding of who their neighbor was beyond people just like themselves, to 
anyone who was in need. They saw how He showed compassion and forgiveness, not 
judgment and condemnation. They resonated with everything that Jesus was saying 
and doing.  
 
 The Temple authorities thought they had everything figured out. They had their 
idea of who God was, and they wanted Jesus to fit into those categories.  The “sheep,” 
the ones who “get it,” have come to realize that the question is not just whether Jesus 
is the Messiah, whether Jesus is God, but more importantly that God is like Jesus. 
They have come to understand this by approaching Him, by associating with Him, by 
following Him. They did not examine Him from a distance, but interacted with Him. 
They resonated with Him. They bonded with Him. To hear Jesus’ “voice” means they 
have grasped the significance of all that He said and did. They came to recognize His 
unique relationship with God, and acknowledged this through the titles they gave 
Him—Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man.  
 The Temple authorities wanted certainty without risk, truth without trust. Jesus 
said that kind of  “plain talking” is not available about the great mysteries of life—
about truth, about love, and about eternal life. One doesn’t simply profess belief in 
such weighty and mysterious things—one lives into them, questions into them, 
believes into them, grows into them, wrestles with them. Jesus is not known by being 
examined from the outside, but by living with alongside, by trying to live as He lived. 
In doing that we come to experience God’s presence in our lives.  
 
 Sheep know their shepherd because they are his; they walk, graze, feed and 
sleep in his footsteps, beneath his rod and staff, within constant earshot of his voice. 
So, we believe in Christ as we belong to Him—as we allow ourselves to become fully 
and deeply His. To “believe” in the Gospel means to trust, to lean on, to depend, to 
throw our lot in with Him.  It is a willingness to stake everything I have on the person, 
the character, the life, the death and the resurrection of the Son of God. It is not 
something abstract. It’s learned and earned through experience, through a relationship 
with the living Christ. He walks ahead of us, and we only learn His path by walking in 
His path. Let us commit ourselves to just that. 


