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 For the past several weeks, we have been reading every Sunday at Mass 
passages from the book of Revelation. Revelation, or the Apocalypse, as it is 
sometimes called, is the last book of the Bible, but rather bizarre in its use of 
language, seemingly written by someone on an LSD trip. The book of Revelation is 
characterized by visions, symbols, numerology, surreal beasts and sea monsters.. So, 
Revelation it is often dismissed as just too bizarre, as having little to do with every-day 
life, or, it is taken by some as a prediction of the final days of the human race.  
 
 Down through the centuries many of the main-line Christian churches have been 
rather uneasy with the book of Revelation----Martin Luther even tried to keep it out of 
the list of books that comprise the New Testament. Revelation holds a special place 
among those more “fringy” Christian groups whose religious beliefs emphasize an 
approaching apocalyptic event, i.e., a violent conclusion to human history, one wherein 
the just shall be rewarded and the unjust condemned to everlasting punishment. David 
Koresh of the Branch Davidians, whose community came to a disastrous end in its 
confrontation with the U.S. Justice Dept. in Waco Texas some years ago, used the 
violent imagery of Revelation to justify his violent actions. 
 
 Certainly, there is a great deal of violent language in the book of Revelation, but 
what St. John, its author, is doing is to undermine or subvert the very violent language 
and the violent expectations of those who employ it, so that the one who is depicted 
as the Savior of the World is not a vengeful “Lion of Judah,” but the peaceful Lamb of 
God. It is the repudiation of the claim that the cure for violence is somehow “good” 
violence, “redemptive” violence, i.e., violence exercised for a cause that is holy and 
righteous. Yes, sometimes wars fought to defend a nation’s sovereignty have to be 
waged, but always with profound regret, never in a celebratory way. Even in what 
some might call a “just war” innocent people are killed, The message of Revelation is 
to try to hold on to the path of nonviolence even in a violent world.  
 
 Revelation is written in a kind of coded language because it is addressed to 
Christians who are living in a hostile environment. These early Christians have 
undergone persecution by a variety of Roman emperors. Revelation addresses their 
longings that God would intervene in human history to right all the wrongs inflicted 
upon them. The Roman empire is depicted as embodying and epitomizing all the 
forces of social violence, political imperialism, religious persecution, economic 
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exploitation and cultural arrogance that down through history have wreaked havoc on 
human beings. What John is proclaiming is that this edifice of violence will in time 
collapse into itself, which, in fact, it did. So, hold on to the path of nonviolence 
exemplified by Jesus; keep the faith; God's justice shall prevail.  
 
 John's message is not about escaping the hardships of this life into some higher, 
better realm of existence, but a summons to live in this world with the confidence that 
the forces of evil and violence will not have the final word, that by their very nature 
they will implode upon themselves. So, he warns his readers,  “Do not be misled; do 
not think that violence is the solution, do not become like the very ones who persecute 
you. For this old order, this “imperial” way of conducting business, will pass away, 
“and God will wipe every tear from our eyes, and there will be no more death or 
mourning, wailing or pain (21:4) if, if, we keep to the path of nonviolence.  
 Revelation is not written for just one generation of Christians, but for every 
successive    generation of Christians, for us as well. So, the “Rome” spoken of in the 
book of Revelation is not just that specific ancient empire.  It is by extension any 
system of belief, organized around power, domination, intimidation, and violence. In 
whatever form it takes, at any particular moment in human history, it is the very 
opposite of the kingdom of God, as preached by Jesus. So, we ask ourselves, “Where 
do we see it take shape today, where do we see violence inflicted upon the innocent 
today? Of course, we can point to many examples, but last week’s massacre of 10 
Black people, simply going about their business, by a crazed teenager consumed with 
hate, is the most disturbing. The toxicity of racism and a malign allegiance to white 
supremacy has long been part of our national heritage. The most recent eruptions are 
certainly to be condemned, but the situation requires more than that. That is the easy 
part.  
 
 If we profess to be followers of Jesus Christ, we have to take an active role, not 
just a passive tsk-tsking, an active role in correcting the wrongs of the past. “Black 
Lives Matter.” Some respond, “All lives matter.” I think Michael Che, the comedian on 
SNL, summed up that kind of reaction best. He said, “It’s like when a wife asks her 
husband, ‘Do you love me?’ and he responds, ‘Honey, I love everybody.’” Huh? Really? 
Sounds just a bit hollow. Sure, the machinations of some of its organizers are sketchy, 
but the concept, the principle, “Black Lives Matter,” challenges each of us to reflect on 
what we can do to right the wrongs of the past. 
 
 Let us pray, then, that we hold onto the vision presented to us in today's reading 
from the book of Revelation—that peace is the path to righteousness. The pursuit of 
peace, of justice, of fairness is not passive. Our language gives us the phrase, “to 
wage war,” to show the intensity with which we fight to achieve victory over an 
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enemy. Unfortunately, there is not a similar phrase for the pursuit of justice and 
peace. Yet, if we are disciples of Jesus Christ, that should not matter. Our faith should 
be incentive enough. Let us pray that that faith spur us on to action to overcome 
racism in all its forms.  


