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25th Sunday of Year C Lk 16:1-13 

 
 This morning’s parable is certainly an odd one to come from the lips of Jesus. 
The parable is usually referred to as that of the “Dishonest Steward.” It seems as if 
Jesus is commending the behavior of a rather shady character who cuts a deal for 
himself when he sees the walls closing in around him. The parable says he 
“squandered” his boss’s money. Whether this occurred through poor management or 
embezzlement is unclear. In any case, he is in a jam. He has limited options. Physically 
he is unable to do hard, manual labor and to go begging is simply out of the question. 
He does not sit back and wait to be fired. He concocts his strategy. He moves from the 
trapped feeling of “no way out” to “I have an idea.” The manager thinks his plan will 
keep him alive by making people welcome him into their homes after he is fired. He 
will move from one place of employment to another. He will not end up on the street.  
The threat to his survival has galvanized him into action. 
 
 Here comes the tricky part. At first glance it appears that he is cutting a deal 
with his employer’s creditors, a deal that appears to benefit himself to the 
disadvantage of his soon to be former employer.  I will spare you a long explanation of 
what is involved here with regard to the Jewish prohibitions of usury, of lending money 
at interest, and the ways in which the Pharisees worked around this. What the steward 
is doing is writing off the commission to which he was entitled in managing the 
different accounts. In doing that he is not engaging in anything unethical. So, the 
master commends the steward whom he has suspected of being “dishonest” because 
in this instance, he says, the steward has acted “prudently.” Bishop Robert Barron in 
his commentary on this parable remarks that in the Middle Ages prudence was called 
the “queen of the virtues” because it was the virtue that enables one to do the right 
thing in a particular situation. Prudence is a feel for the situation, something like the 
feel a quarterback has for the playing field, or a politician for the voters in their district. 
Courage, justice and temperance are wonderful virtues, but without prudence they are 
blind and ultimately useless. For a person can be as courageous as possible, but if he 
or she doesn’t know when, where and how to play out their courage, that virtue is 
useless. The steward is “prudent” because has taken stock of his limited options and 
chosen the best one available.  
 
 It is the decisiveness of the manager that Jesus is commending in this parable. 
In a “crisis” situation, he knows how and when to act; he does not simply drift, but he 
does what has to be done. What Jesus is asking of His disciples, what He asks of us, is 
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that they, that we, seize the moment at hand to grow in our faith, that we find a 
creative response to whatever life throws at us. That we not take refuge in denial, or 
lash out in anger, or put off until tomorrow what should have been taken care of 
yesterday, or wallow in despair, but accept the challenge of dealing head on with that 
“crisis” situation in which we find ourselves, and to do it with faith, with courage and 
with hope. In any life there may be found the wound that has never healed, the 
estrangement that has gone unattended, the bitterness that has only hardened over 
the course of time. Today’s gospel reading encourages us to look more closely into our 
lives to take that step to salvage whatever good can still be redeemed from what 
appears to be a desperate situation. It is to trust in the power of a creative love that is 
the very essence of God’s own Self to redeem the most desperate of circumstances.  
 
 In a few moments in the Eucharist we will celebrate Christ’s death and 
resurrection, the moment when out of total annihilation, the extinction of all hope, the 
abandonment of Jesus’ closest disciples, we see the triumph of love and mercy. This is 
the pattern that can find its reflection in our lives too, if we decide to act with 
prudence, with love and mercy. 
 


