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D  14   D  15                                                               T  S   A   

 

S  A  P  G  T  
    Please consider helping local children in need this 
Christmas by taking a tag from the Giving Tree. There 
is a great need for newborn and infant clothes this 
year, along with sizes for toddlers up to size 16 youth 
(large), and toys.  Kindly send in new 
gift items that are wrapped with the tags 
filled out and securely attached to the 
gifts. All gifts should be placed under the 
tree this Sunday! This will give us time 
to sort and distribute gifts in time for 
Christmas. Thank you for your generosi-
ty during this season of giving!   
 

R  O  H  
  The office will close at 1pm on Tuesday December 
17th at 1pm. 
 

    S . A  R  E  N     

   We need a Religious Ed teacher for Grade 1 for 12 
classes only starting from January 5th, 2020 until 
April 5th, 2020. Please contact the rectory if you are 
interested. Thank you. 
 Classes will be held Sunday December 15th  and 

December 22nd. 
 No classes on December 29th 
 

A  S  N  
  If your son or daughter has made their First Com-
munion they are able to become altar servers.  Train-
ing will be provided.  Please contact the rectory for 
more details and we appreciate your consideration.  
Thank you. 
 
 I  W  P  

    If school is cancelled or de-
layed, morning mass and/or the 
school mass will not be held.  
This will give us time to clear 
out the walkways, stairs etc.  
Thank you. 

S , D  14  
4:00 : Barbara Deshler by Donna Fiore 
               Olga Lebruto by Donna Fiore 
               Renee Bagley by Donna Fiore 
               John and Evelyn Tata by their family                  

S , D  15  
8:00 :  Francis Bangrazi by his niece 
                Decio Digiannantonio by family 
10:00  Marie Sacco (first anniversary) by family 
               Louis DiRusso (month's mind) by St. Anna Parish 
                Phyllis Granata (month's mind) by St. Anna  
                Parish 
                Albert Brasili (9th anniversary) by his family 
11:30 : Dianna Carboni by her father 
                 Egidio and Teresa Marrone by son Chris 
                 Anthony Tata (birthday remembrance) with  
                 love, Kathy and Danny 
 

M , D  16  
9:00 :  School Mass  
 

T , D  17  
7:30 :   For respect for life from the moment of  
                conception to the point of natural death by St  
                Matthew 25 Society 
 

W , D  18  
7:30 :   Rev. Richard Roger by St. Anna Parish 
 

T , D  19  
6:30 :  Mass at St. Cecilia’s 
 

F ,  D  20  
6:30 :  Mass at St. Cecilia’s 
 

S , D  21  
4:00 :  Lena Friedman (4th anniversary) by the  
               Friedman Family 
               Betty DePasquale (1st anniversary) by  
               St. Anna Parish)                 

S , D  22  
8:00 :  Suzanne DiGiovanni (1st anniversary) by St.  
               Anna Parish  
                Matteo Longo by Karen and Emanuel Longo 
10:00   Dorothy Kron (1st anniversary) by St. Anna  
                Parish 
               Curtis Lisciotti (month's mind) by St. Anna Parish 
                Russell G. Jones (20th anniversary) by his wife  
                and children 
11:30 : Anthony and Mary Tata by daughter Kathy 
                 Craig Lanciani by his mother Cheryl and  
                 brothers P.J. & Scott  
                William and Irene Jacobs by daughter Cheryl 
                 Jose and Ascunsion Yanez by their family 
 
    
 
 
 



   Moonlight sparkled off the snow-crusted trees and 
houses in the village of Oberndorf. Fr. Joseph crunched 
through the snowy streets to the edge of the little Austri-
an town and climbed the path leading up the mountain.  
From high above Oberndorf, he watched the Salzach 
River ripple past St. Nicholas Church. In the spring, 
when melting snow flowed down the mountains and the 
river swelled in its banks, water lapped at the foundation 
of the church. It was moisture from the flooding river 
that had caused the organ to mildew and rust. 
    He looked out over the Austrian Alps. Stars shone 
above in the still and silent night.  Silent night? Fr. Jo-
seph stopped. Of course! "Silent Night!" He had written 
a poem a few years before, when he had first become a 
priest, and he had given it that very title. "Silent Night."  
He scrambled down the mountain. Suddenly he knew 
how to bring music to the church. The next morning, he 
set out on another walk. This time he carried his poem 
and he knew exactly where he was going -- to see his 
friend Franz Gruber, the organist for St. Nicholas, who 
lived in the next village.  Franz was surprised to see the 
priest so far from home on Christmas Eve, and even 
more surprised when Fr. Joseph handed him the poem.    
   That night Fr. Joseph and Franz Gruber stood at the 
altar of St. Nicholas Church. Fr. Joseph held his guitar. 
He could see members of the congregation giving each 
other puzzled looks. They had never heard a guitar 
played in church before, and certainly not during mid-
night mass on Christmas Eve, the holiest night of the 
year.  Fr. Joseph picked out a few notes on the guitar, 
and he and Franz Gruber began to sing. Their two voices 
rang out, joined by the church choir on the chorus. 
Gruber's melody matched the simplicity and honesty of 
Fr. Joseph's words. 
   When the last notes faded into the night, the congrega-
tion remained still for a moment, applause filled the 
church. The villagers of Oberndorf loved the song! Fr. 
Joseph's plan to bring music to St. Nicholas Church had 
worked. A few months later, the organ builder arrived in 
Oberndorf and found the words and music to "Silent 
Night" lying on the organ. The song enchanted him, and 
when he left, he took a copy of it with him. 
   The organ builder gave the song to two families of 
traveling singers who lived near his home. The traveling 
singers performed "Silent Night" in concerts all over Eu-
rope, and soon the song spread throughout the world. 
Today, cathedral choirs and carolers from New York to 
New Zealand sing the simple song that was first played 
in a mountain church in Austria on Christmas Eve nearly 
200 years ago.  

    P  C  
    Thank you for your continued support!  Please remem-
ber you can donate online at stannaparish.org. 
 

Weekend of November 24th and 25th 
S  C                              $ 3.716.00  
C   H  D      $    737.00 
C , M ,                 $     132.00 
T                               $ 4,585.00 
 

Weekend of November 30th and December 1st 
S  C                              $  4,202.00 
M                   $  1,529.00 
C , H  D , M , M .        $     214.00 
T                               $ 5,945.00 
 

Weekend of December 7th and December 8th 
S  C                             $ 3,629.00 
R   R                     $  1,694.00 
I  C                       $    664.00 
C , M , M                           $    300.00 
T                               $ 6,287.00 
 

    St. Anna School  
       S   S   
   Thank you for your donations for our 
Socks for Santa program!  We appreciate 
your support!  

T  S   S  N   
   Fr. Joseph Mohr sat at the old organ. His fingers 
stretched over the keys, forming the notes of a chord. He 
took a deep breath and pressed down. Nothing. He lifted 
his fingers and tried again. Silence echoed through the 
church. He shook his head. It was no use. The pipes were 
rusted, the bellows mildewed. The organ had been wheez-
ing and growing quieter for months, and Father Joseph 
had been hoping it would hold together until the organ 
builder arrived to repair it in the spring. But now, on De-
cember 23, 1818, the organ had finally given out. St. 
Nicholas Church would have no music for Christmas. He 
sighed. Maybe a brisk walk would make him feel better. 
He pulled on his overcoat and stepped out into the night. 
His white breath puffed out before him.  


