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Contact Us  
  Parish Office 978 537 5293  Parish Fax   978 537 2950  Respect for Life   978 534 4053 

  RCIA  978 297 1062  Parish Hall   978 537 2094  St. Anna Society   978 537 5293  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Fr. Mateus Souza      fr.mateussouza@gmail.com     Religious Ed    Beth Donlan  stanna9@comcast.net   
   Lectors      Beth Donlan   stanna9@comcast.net    Extraordinary Ministers   mpriddy@stannaleom.org 
  Music Director  Michael Hoffman  mikejosephh@gmail.com      St. Matthew Society   Paul Schiavitti     
  RCIA Director    Lorraine Carrier      

 St. Anna Catholic School    

 213 Lancaster Street   Leominster, Massachusetts 01453                   
 978 534-4770     www.stannaschool.org 

 Principal Mrs. Kelly Veilleux, Administrative Assistant Marian Priddy    

Safet  Environment  Notice :  Our parish follows the guidelines of the 
national charter for the protection of children & young people ap-
proved by the US Bishops & Diocese of Worcester policies.   Con-
tact Judith Audette, Victim Services Coordinator, at 508-929-4363 
(direct & confidential.) Claire Freda is St. Anna’s Safety Environ-
ment Coordinator 

 
Fr. Rober  Br so, Administ ator 

Fr.  Mateus Souza 
Mrs. Beth Donlan,  Administ ative Assistant

Deacon Jim Graves  



J  25   J  26                                           T  S   O  T   

 

  P  C  
    Thank you for your continued support!  Please re-
member you can donate online at stannaparish.org. 
 
R  C                 $ 1,838.00 
I  E  O        $    664.00 
C , M , M .                      $       97.00 
T                               $ 2,579.00 

 
  

   S . A  R  E  N     

   We need a Religious Ed teacher for Grade 1 for  
classes through April 5th, 2020. Please contact the 
rectory if you are interested. Thank you. 
 

   Religious Education Schedule for January 
    Classes will be held on January 26th 
 

         Religious Education Schedule for February  
    Classes will be held on February 2nd and 9th.     
    There will be no classes held on February 16th   
         or 23rd.    

 

A  S  N  
  If your son or daughter has made their First Com-
munion they are able to become altar servers.  Train-
ing will be provided.  Please contact the rectory for 
more details and we appreciate your consideration.  
Thank you.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

S , J  25  
4:00 :  Carmela Dondero by Jay Dondero 
 
S , J  26  
8:00 :  Michael Sweeney by Daniel and Donna Benoit 
10:00 :  Edgar Roy (1st anniversary) by St. Anna  
                  Parish 
                 Doris Gabrieli (1st anniversary) by St. Anna  
                 Parish 
11:30 :  Deceased members of the Albini Family by  
                  Sharon Antocci 
 
M , J  27  
9:00 :  School Mass    
 
T , J  28  
7:30 :   Richard Burton (1st anniversary) by St.  
                Anna Parish 
 
W , J  29  
7:30 :   Msgr. William Graham by St. Anna Parish 
 
 

T , J  30  
6:30 :  Mass at St. Cecilia’s Parish 
 
F ,  J  31  
6:30 :  Mass at St. Cecilia’s Parish 
 
S , F  1  
4:00 :  Mary Fiore by daughter Donna 
 
S , F  2  
8:00 :   Edward LeBlanc (1st anniversary) by St. Anna  
                Parish 
                Eva Thomas by family 
10:00 : Paul LeBlanc (month's mind) by St. Anna  
                 Parish 
                 Italio and Cecile Gentile by family 
11:30 :  Anthony Stelluto by Pat Crowley and  
                 Janet Barrieau 
                 Albert and Louise DiRusso by Sandra and  
                 Frances 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 



 
 
 

S  T  A  
F  D  J  28  

      When Thomas was five years old, he was given to the 
Benedictine monastery at Monte Cassino.  His parents 
hoped that he would choose that way of life.  He remained 
at the monastery until the military conflict between Em-
peror Frederick II and Pope Gregory IX reached the ab-
bey. He was transferred and enrolled at the studium gen-
erale in Naples to complete his studies.  Here is where he 
was introduced to philosophical influences - Aristotle, 
Averroes, and Maimonides - and met John of St. Julian, a 
Dominican preacher, who influenced Thomas to join the 
recently founded Dominican Order. 
   When Thomas' family learned of his decision, his moth-
er. Theodora, arranged for him to be moved to Paris. 
When Thomas was travelling to Rome, his brothers cap-
tured him and returned him to their parents at the castle of 
Monte San Giovanni Campano. Thomas was held captive 
in the castle for one year as his family tried to keep him 
from joining the Dominican Order. However, during this 
time,  Thomas tutored his sisters and communicated with 
members of the Dominican Order. 
    In a further effort to change Thomas' mind, two of his 
brothers allegedly hired a prostitute to seduce him, but 
legends claim Thomas drove her off with a fire iron. That 
same night, two angels appeared to Thomas in a dream 
and strengthened his resolve to remain celibate.  When 
Theodora realized she could not sway her son, she tried to 
preserve the family name by arranging for him to escape 
through a window. She believed a secret escape was bet-
ter than appearing to accept his decision to join the Do-
minican order. 
   Following his escape in 1244, Thomas turned to Naples, 
then to Rome and met the Master General of the Domini-
cal Order, Johannes von Wildeshausen.  The next year, 
Thomas went to study at the Faculty of the Arts at the 
University of Paris, where he is believed to have met Do-
minican scholar Albertus Mangus, the Chair of Theology 
at the College of St. James. 
   Thomas was quiet and seldom spoke at the university, 
leading other students to believe he was mentally delayed, 
but Mangus prophetically said, "You call him the dumb 
ox, but in his teaching, he will one day produce such a 
bellowing that it will be heard throughout the world."     
Thomas’s greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is 
his writings, He was broad enough, deep enough, to see 
the whole natural order as coming from God, and to see 
reason as a divine gift to be highly cherished. The Summa 
Theologiae, his last and, unfortunately, uncompleted 
work, deals with the whole of Catholic theology. He 
stopped work on it after celebrating Mass on December 6, 
1273. When asked why he stopped writing, he replied, “I 
cannot go on…. All that I have written seems to me like 
so much straw compared to what I have seen and what has 
been revealed to me.” He died March 7, 1274.  Thomas 
Aquinas is the preeminent spokesman of the Catholic tra-
dition of reason and of divine revelation. He is one of the 
great teachers of the Catholic Church, honored with the 
titles Doctor of the Church and Angelic Doctor.    

Saint Thomas Aquinas is the Patron Saint of: Catholic 
Schools, Colleges and Students. 


