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I. ISOLATION

Deep in my heart, I have a fear of 
being abandoned, isolated, of being 
unwanted and rejected. 

Psychologists point out that this is 
one of the most powerful of all our 
primal fears … to be ISOLATED, 
LOST.

+++++
EX: Exiled from the dinner table
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a. My grandfather did not believe in 
corporal punishment.
b. Rather, if you misbehaved badly, 
you were forbidden to eat with the 
family but had to eat all alone by 
yourself as you heard the laughter 
and joy at the main table.
c. And this discipline was by far more 
effective than any corporal 
punishment.
+++++

Now think about it … what is sin?

It is basically our self-inflicted exile 
from God where we struggle to find a 
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new place where we belong but there 
is none, to sooth our isolation but the 
cold of loneliness and wandering lost 
finally overwhelms us.

*****

II. BELONGING

But, God WHO IS BELONGING 
ITSELF IN THE DYNAMISM OF 
HIS INNER LIFE OF LOVE always 
reaches out to us, calling us back into 
communion, INTO BELONGING 
WITH HIM.
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Jesus gives us the parable of the 
Good Shepherd in which the 
shepherd himself goes into the 
wilderness to seek the lost and 
isolated lamb and bear it back to 
safety and belonging on his 
shoulders.

This evening God opens His arms to 
us and invites each one of us to sit at 
the TABLE OF LOVE AND MERCY 
AND FORGIVENESS. 

THE MASS IS THE 
CELEBRATION THAT WE 
BELONG, ARE WANTED AND 
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LOVED AND TREASURED!

+++++
EX: What is the most important thing 
in this church, right now?
a. Of course, the Eucharist is first in 
glory and dignity.
b. But, what is everything in this 
church for?
c. It is all for you, the Scripture, the 
Eucharist, the Priest, the Music … IT 
IS ALL FOR YOU AND IT SAYS 
SIMPLY THAT YOU ARE 
WANTED, LOVED … THAT YOU 
BELONG!
+++++
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*****

III. SUBMISSION

But what is required of us to enter 
into the banquet, into the 
BELONGING THAT IS JOY AND 
LIFE AND LOVE?

That you enter into this 
COMMUNION OF JOY AND LOVE 
BY FIRST ALLOWING OTHERS 
TO SERVE YOU AND THEN 
YOUR SERVING OF OTHERS.
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BELONGING IS A MATTER OF 
SHARING, A MATTER OF 
MUTUAL SERVICE.

If we only are served, then we do not 
fully belong!

We must in turn serve and then 
serving and being served WE 
BELONG!!!

In the Gospel, this is the truth that 
Jesus is striving to teach the disciples 
and EACH ONE OF US.

At first, Peter does not want to be 
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served … he view Jesus as his master, 
not his brother, not as his friend with 
whom he belongs.

.........
Q: Peter said to him, "You will never 
wash my feet." 
..........

Jesus quickly reminds him that we 
are either FAMILY OR NOTHING! 

That even the lord serves and shares 
with the servant and in that serving 
makes them brothers and sisters or 
they are isolated from each other.
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..........
Q: Jesus answered him, "Unless I 
wash you, you will have no 
inheritance with me." 
..........

Now Peter gets the message, grasps 
the truth!

..........
Q: Simon Peter said to him, "Master, 
then not only my feet, but my hands 
and head as well."
..........
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EX: WELCOME BACK
a. After I finished eating 
b. I went back to the dinning table … 
but to pick up the dirty dishes and 
carry them to the kitchen.
c. When I had finished clearing the 
table, I helped my grandmother serve 
the desert to the family and guests.
d. And then my grandfather smiled 
and told me to sit down … my exile 
was over and I ate desert with the 
family, I BELONGED AGAIN!

*****

IV. SERVICE
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This evening, you have a real choice 
to make and one that determines who 
you are and defines your destiny … 
WILL YOU BE A STRANGER, 
ISOLATED AND LOST OR A 
MEMBER OF THE FAMILY AND 
BELONG!

GOD HOLDS OPEN THE DOOR 
TO THE FEAST AND ALL ITS 
WONDER AND JOY … BUT YOU 
HAVE TO LET GO OF YOUR 
ISOLATION AND BEGIN TO 
BELONG AND PARTICIPATE IN 
THE MUTUAL LOVE AND 
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SERVICE.

THE DOOR IS OPEN … ENTER 
OUT OF THE COLD AND DARK 
AND BELONG!

*****
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