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Collection
Papal Blessing

Epiclesis

Spirit of Divine Adoption, 
overwhelm us with that grace that 
transfigures us into the adopted 
sons and daughters of the Living 
God. 

Let us live our lives in accord with 
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the dignity of our new and 
awesome status for it is the 
supreme gift of grace.

Reading

Romans 8:14-16 
For all who are led by the Spirit of 
God are children of God. For you 
did not receive a spirit of slavery 
to fall back into fear, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is 
that very Spirit bearing witness 

2



Mar 28, 2018that very Spirit bearing witness 
with our spirit that we are children 
of God

Prayer

Abba, Father … how awesome 
and wonderful to be able to call 
you, the God before whom all 
creation trembles with fear and 
reverence by such a familiar and 
intimate name. 

You are our Father and we are 
you children, let us love you not 
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only as our God, but also as the 
Father who loves us: Our Father 
…

*************

I. DISTURBANCE

If we look at our lives in this 
world, it is easy to become 
anxious and deeply disturbed.

+++++
EX: NEWS ON TV
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a. I have caught myself yelling at 
the TV when watching the news.
+++++

The prophet Isaiah cries out to us 
a message of security and GOOD 
NEWS in the midst of this 
unstable and every chaotic world.

…………
Q: In a time of favor I answer you, 
on the day of salvation I help you.
…………
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But, what is the very nature of this 
security and salvation that God 
promises each one of us.

Isaiah continues, addressing our 
fears and anxieties:

…………
Q: But Zion said, "The LORD has 
forsaken me; my Lord has 
forgotten me." Can a mother 
forget her infant, be without 
tenderness for the child of her 
womb? Even should she forget, I 
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will never forget you.
…………

The Good News is that God is 
coming to claim US SO THAT 
THIS WORLD LOOSES ALL ITS 
POWER OVER US.

To do that GOD ADOPTS US AS 
HIS OWN CHILDREN, sharing 
with us HIS own LIFE TO BE 
LIVED AS OUR LIFE … AND THE 
DIVINE LIFE IS SUPREME 
SECURITY AND JOY!
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Listen again to Isaiah!

…………
Q: Can a mother forget her infant, 
be without tenderness for the 
child of her womb? Even should 
she forget, I will never forget you.
…………

******

II. GOD’S CHILD
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For a few moments, let us 
consider the ultimate fruit of our 
LENTEN DISCIPLINES. 

Having cleansed our lives of all 
that is contrary and antagonistic 
to love, having given ourselves to 
sharing in God’s activity in doing 
good, we find ourselves 
TRANSFIGURED BY THE VERY 
POWER OF GOD INTO HIS 
ADOPTED SONS AND 
DAUGHTERS.

9



Mar 28, 2018

IT WAS FOR THIS THAT JESUS 
CAME AMONG US AS A HUMAN 
LIKE OURSELVES, THAT HE DIED 
AND ROSE AGAIN!

THIS MYSTERY OF LOVE IS 
BEAUTIFULLY EXPRESSED IN 
THE PRAYER THAT THE PRIEST 
OR DEACON PRAYS AS HE 
ADDS A FEW DROPS OF WATER 
TO THE WINE AT THE 
OFFERTORY OF THE MASS:

…………
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Q: By the mystery of this water 
and wine may we come to share 
in the divinity of Christ who 
humbled himself to share in our 
humanity.
…………

We are God’s children BECAUSE 
WE SHARE IN THE VERY LIFE OF 
GOD AS OUR OWN LIFE 
THROUGH SANCTIFYING 
GRACE.

******
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III. ADOPTION

The essence of sanctifying grace 
is a participation in the life of God 
Himself so that the human being 
now exists as an adopted child of 
God. 

St. Peter in writing his second 
encyclical letter affirms that: 

……………
Q: 2 Peter 1:4
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[God] has bestowed on us the 
precious and very great promises, 
so that through them you may 
come to share in the divine 
nature, after escaping from the 
corruption that is in the world 
because of evil desire.
……………

If we share the very life of God, 
then we are a child of God, even 
as natural children share in the life 
and DNA of their parents.
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But, as we are not by nature 
divine, but share in the Divine 
Nature so that we are  enabled to 
share His Divine Life as our own, 
we distinguish ourselves from 
Jesus who is the ACTUAL SON 
OF GOD by saying we are the 
ADOPTED CHILDREN OF GOD!

This ‘adoption’ as understood by 
the Church does not mean 
second best or a legal fiction but 
a reality! 
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In human adoption, the child is 
accepted by the new family and 
endowed with all the rights of the 
family but human adoption does 
not allow the adopted child to 
actually share in the bloodline of 
the family or to derive its very life 
from the family. 

Thus, human adoption is a legal 
fiction. 

But, in divine adoption, God 
enables His adopted child to both 
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share in the actuality of the sacred 
humanity of Jesus through the 
sacrament of communion and to 
live the very life of God as his or 
her own through the sacrament of 
baptism. 

What differentiates the adopted 
child of God from the natural Son 
of God is that God generates His 
Only Begotten Son so that the 
divine nature in its fullness and 
perfection is also the very nature 
of the Son! 
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The Son is God as the Father is 
God. 

We are adopted because our 
participation in the life of God by 
sanctifying grace does not make 
us divine; we remain ‘creatures’ 
but divinized creatures. 

Divine adoption is a reality, not a 
legal fiction.

+++++
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EX: Little girl REAL PRINCESS
+++++

For the Church, reality is not so 
much a matter of ‘physical 
structure’ or ‘biological 
generation’ but of love! 

It is Love that transfigures us into 
itself in divine adoption … Divine 
Love makes real for divine love is 
creative!

+++++
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EX: Paige and real parents
a. My niece Paige is adopted.
b. When visiting me as a teenage, 
she asked if I would help her find 
her real parents.
c. I promised to help her find her 
biological parents. But, as for her 
real parents, I knew who they 
were, my sister and her husband. 
Love, not biology makes real 
relationships.
d. Paige may have many 
biological uncles but she has only 
one real uncle, me.
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e. We are the real children of God 
because we are chosen in Love 
and share in God’s Life. 
f. This is termed adoption 
because we are not God Himself 
as is Jesus who is the Second 
Person of the Trinity!
+++++

As the real children of God, we 
are to inherit with Jesus the Glory 
of Heaven itself!

So St. Paul witnesses that, as 
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God's children, we will inherit 
Divine glory and joy.

……………
Q: Romans 8:16-17
The Spirit itself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ, if only we suffer with him 
so that we may also be glorified 
with him.
……………
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In sanctifying grace, we become 
THE LIVING HEIRS OF GLORY. 

*****

IV. INHERITANCE

What is this inheritance that we 
are to receive after the misery and 
struggle of this world?

It begins in this world in the 
sharing of love with those close to 
us and with God in cooperating 
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with His Grace.

But its fullness must wait until the 
miseries of this world come to an 
end for us at death.

This is the GOOD NEWS 
PROCLAIMED BY JESUS TO 
EACH ONE OF US!

……………
Q: Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever hears my word and 
believes in the one who sent me 
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has eternal life and will not come 
to condemnation, but has passed 
from death to life.
……………

This inheritance in which we share 
in God’s life fully and in perfect 
joy and security is what the 
Church calls heaven.

But for too many of us … it seems 
too far off, too unreal and often 
even unappealing.

+++++ 24



Mar 28, 2018

+++++
EX: Prayer not to go to heaven
a. At death, dressed with make 
up, gown, and halo … made to 
look ridiculous!
b. Amphitheater … but no sports
c. Eternal choir practice.
+++++

As God’s adopted children, we 
are to share in DIVINE LIFE AS 
OUR OWN WAY OF LIVING, IN 
DIVINE JOY AND OUR OWN 
GLORY.
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Now, we face a small problem.

How can a limited creature live 
the unlimited Life and joy and 
glory of God, ALL OF WHICH 
ARE UNLIMITED, INFINITE?

Can you stuff the unlimited into a 
limited capacity?

+++++
EX: Whole Pacific ocean into a 
one quart bottle.
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+++++

Somehow, we human beings must 
become unlimited … but still 
remain limited creatures.

For only if we are unlimited in 
some way can we contain 
unlimited life and joy!

This is possible only in terms of 
having an LIMITED CAPACITY 
FOR LOVE THAT HAS AN 
UNLIMITED ABILITY TO GROW 
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larger and larger without end … 

SANCTIFYING GRACE IS THE 
UNLIMITED GROWTH IN OUR 
HUMAN CAPACITY TO LOVE 
AND BE LOVED.

The Greek term for this is 
‘EPIKTASIS’ and was used by the 
most contemplative of all the 
Church Fathers, St. Gregory of 
Nyssa.

St. Thomas Aquinas uses St. 
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Gregory’s understanding to 
explain how we can HAVE 
UNLIMITED growth in sanctifying 
grace through our cooperation 
with actual grace!

St. Thomas Aquinas taught that 
there was no necessary limit to 
our growth in Charity … grace.

St. Thomas points out that there 
are only three realities that could 
stop our unlimited growth in 
charity: CHARITY ITSELF, THE 
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POWER OF GOD AND OUR 
CAPACITY TO BE LOVED.

A. If charity itself were limited, 
then the very limit of charity itself 
would set a limit to our ability to 
grow in charity

+++++
EX: Only so much water
a. it would limit that amount of 
water you could put into a 
container.
+++++
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B. If the power of God were 
limited, then it would set a limit 
upon how much charity He could 
share with us.

+++++
EX: Only so much power
a. There is a limit on the power 
we have to empty the ocean … 
so there is a limit of how much 
water we can remove form the 
ocean.
+++++
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C. Only so much capacity
The capacity of our container 
limits that amount of water it can 
contain.

+++++
EX: A quart bottle
a. It limites the water we can fill it 
with to one quart
+++++

Now St. Thomas bluntly reminds 
us that in none of these ways is 
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our increase in charity limited.

First, CHARITY ITSELF WHO IS 
GOD IS UNLIMITED.

GOD IS INFINITE

Secondly, THE POWER OF GOD 
IS ALSO UNLIMITED

GOD IS OMNIPOTENT

Finally, LOVE INCREASES OUR 
CAPACITY TO BE LOVED.
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Listen to St. Thomas:

……………
Q: ST II-II 24:7
Furthermore, on the part of its 
subject, no limit to this increase 
[in charity] can be determined, 
because whenever charity 
increases, there is a 
corresponding increased ability to 
receive a further increase. It is 
therefore evident that it is not 
possible to fix any limits to our 
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growth in charity.
……………

+++++
EX: Glory unto Glory
a. ….Gregory of Nyssa
+++++

*************

V.  GLORY

Now, if we look at our lives in this 
world, there is no need to 
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become anxious and deeply 
disturbed.

God is actually our Father and we 
are his beloved children!

So Isaiah cries out in joy at our 
adoption as God's children:

Q: Sing out, O heavens, and 
rejoice, O earth, break forth into 
song, you mountains. For the 
LORD comforts his people and 
shows mercy to his afflicted.
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*****

VI. COLLECTION
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