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H - 180325 Palm Sunday

Isaiah 50:4–7
The Lord GOD has given me a well-
trained tongue, that I might know 
how to speak to the weary a word that 
will rouse them. Morning after 
morning he opens my ear that I may 
hear; and I have not rebelled, have 
not turned back. I gave my back to 
those who beat me, my cheeks to 
those who plucked my beard; my face 
I did not shield from buffets and 
spitting. 

The Lord GOD is my help, therefore 
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I am not disgraced; I have set my face 
like flint, knowing that I shall not be 
put to shame.

Philippians 2:6–11
Christ Jesus, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality 
with God something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, coming in human 
likeness; and found human in 
appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Because 
of this, God greatly exalted him and 
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bestowed on him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, of 
those in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.

Mark 15:1–39

As soon as morning came, the chief 
priests with the elders and the scribes, 
that is, the whole Sanhedrin, held a 
council. They bound Jesus, led him 
away, and handed him over to Pilate. 
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Pilate questioned him, “Are you the 
king of the Jews?” He said to him in 
reply, “You say so.” The chief priests 
accused him of many things. Again 
Pilate questioned him, “Have you no 
answer? See how many things they 
accuse you of.” Jesus gave him no 
further answer, so that Pilate was 
amazed. 

Now on the occasion of the feast he 
used to release to them one prisoner 
whom they requested. A man called 
Barabbas was then in prison along 
with the rebels who had committed 
murder in a rebellion. The crowd 
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came forward and began to ask him 
to do for them as he was accustomed. 
Pilate answered, “Do you want me to 
release to you the king of the Jews?” 
For he knew that it was out of envy 
that the chief priests had handed him 
over. But the chief priests stirred up 
the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas for them instead. Pilate 
again said to them in reply, “Then 
what do you want me to do with the 
man you call the king of the Jews?” 
They shouted again, “Crucify him.” 
Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil 
has he done?” They only shouted the 
louder, “Crucify him.” So Pilate, 

5



Mar 23, 2018

wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 
Barabbas to them and, after he had 
Jesus scourged, handed him over to 
be crucified. 

The soldiers led him away inside the 
palace, that is, the praetorium, and 
assembled the whole cohort. They 
clothed him in purple and, weaving a 
crown of thorns, placed it on him. 
They began to salute him with, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” and kept striking 
his head with a reed and spitting upon 
him. They knelt before him in 
homage. And when they had mocked 
him, they stripped him of the purple 
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cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, 
and led him out to crucify him. 

They pressed into service a passer-by, 
Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming 
in from the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to carry his 
cross. 

They brought him to the place of 
Golgotha —which is translated Place 
of the Skull—. They gave him wine 
drugged with myrrh, but he did not 
take it. Then they crucified him and 
divided his garments by casting lots 
for them to see what each should 
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take. It was nine o’clock in the 
morning when they crucified him. 
The inscription of the charge against 
him read, “The King of the Jews.” 
With him they crucified two 
revolutionaries, one on his right and 
one on his left. Those passing by 
reviled him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in 
three days, save yourself by coming 
down from the cross.” Likewise the 
chief priests, with the scribes, 
mocked him among themselves and 
said, “He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. Let the Christ, the King 
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of Israel, come down now from the 
cross that we may see and believe.” 
Those who were crucified with him 
also kept abusing him. 

At noon darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the 
afternoon. And at three o’clock Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?” which is 
translated, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” Some of the 
bystanders who heard it said, “Look, 
he is calling Elijah.” One of them ran, 
soaked a sponge with wine, put it on 
a reed and gave it to him to drink 
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saying, “Wait, let us see if Elijah 
comes to take him down.”

Here all kneel and pause for a short 
time. 

Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed 
his last. The veil of the sanctuary was 
torn in two from top to bottom. When 
the centurion who stood facing him 
saw how he breathed his last he said, 
“Truly this man was the Son of God!”

*****

Q: The Lord GOD is my help, 

10



Mar 23, 2018

therefore I am not disgraced; I have 
set my face like flint, knowing that I 
shall not be put to shame.

Q: Christ Jesus, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality 
with God something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, coming in human 
likeness; and found human in 
appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.

Q: Those passing by reviled him, 
shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! 
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You who would destroy the temple 
and rebuild it in three days, save 
yourself by coming down from the 
cross.” Likewise the chief priests, 
with the scribes, mocked him among 
themselves and said, “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. Let 
the Christ, the King of Israel, come 
down now from the cross that we 
may see and believe.” Those who 
were crucified with him also kept 
abusing him.

H - 180325 Palm Sunday

I. CELEBRATION
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On this Palm Sunday, the Gospel 
recounts the wild jubilation of the 
people, assembled for Passover, as 
Jesus entered the Jerusalem.

…………
Q: So they brought the colt to Jesus 
and put their cloaks over it. And 
[Jesus] sat on it. Many people spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had 
cut from the fields. Those preceding 
[Jesus] as well as those following 
kept crying out: 
"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes 
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in the name of the Lord! . . ."
…………

Yet, they were misguided for they 
imagined that they were welcoming 
the warrior king who would defeat 
the Romans and re-establish the 
nation of Israel.

So why are we to take up their 
jubilant excitement this morning by 
bearing palms and singing our own 
joy?

Jesus is not coming to end our 
political or economic woes or make 
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good all the injustice that we see 
corrupting human society.

So why rejoice?

II. SALVATION

To help us understand the real basis 
of our jubilation, let me tell you a true 
story.

+++++
EX: Child bitten by a black widow 
spider and unstable anti-venom … 
horrible death!
+++++
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We have all been bitten with a poison 
far more gross and destructive than 
any natural venom … it is the venom 
of hell … SIN and it brings 
ETERNAL MISERY AND DEATH!

And NOTHING in this world can 
produce an anti-venom to our sin . . . 
so we are doomed!

+++++
EX: Survivor came bringing the anti-
venom in his own blood
a. Celebration!
b. Dr. McNair and adult survivor
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c. There was none
d. A man sought out the black widow 
spider and deliberately was bit!
+++++

Jesus who is both fully human with 
us and fully God for us allowed 
himself to SUFFER ALL THE 
TEMPTATIONS AND MISERIES 
AND INJUSTICES OF HUMAN 
LIFE … TO BE BITTEN WITH 
VENOM OF SIN, though innocent of 
sin, for our sakes. 

So St. Paul writes:
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…………
Q: Christ Jesus, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality 
with God something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, coming in human 
likeness; and found human in 
appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.
…………

Now Jesus COMES TO SAVE US 
BY PROVIDING THE ANTI-
VENOM TO US IN THE 
SHEDDING OF HIS OWN BLOOD 
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ON THE CROSS.

Like that family of the child bitten by 
the spider, we rejoice as Jesus comes 
to us with the anti-venom to sin and 
death produced in His own body as 
he died out of love for us.

Jesus brings us hope and life and 
freedom!

This is why we ought to be jubilantly 
happy!

Let us welcome Jesus who is coming 
TO SAVE OUR LIVES FOR 
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ETERNAL JOY AND GLORY 
WITH ALL THE JUBILATION OUR 
HEARTS CAN OFFER!

And like the centurion, cry out in 
faith:

…………
Q: When the centurion who stood 
facing him saw how he breathed his 
last he said, “Truly this man was the 
Son of God!”
…………

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS
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A. Triduum retreat: 

Mass at 08:00am followed by retreat 
conference.
Retreat conference at 7:00pm

I WILL NOT KEEP YOU LONGER 
THAN YOUR FAVORITE 
PROGRAM ON THE TV, ONE 
HOUR!

1. Mon at 08:00am and 7:00pm 
HOW TO VOMIT UP THE 
POISONS OF THIS WORLD

2. Tue at 08:00am and 7:00pm
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HOW TO BE FILLED WITH 
EVERY GOOD AND BLESSING

3. Wed at 08:00am and 7:00pm
THE TRANSFIGURATION THAT 
HOLY WEEK OFFERS US.

B. Confessions 

After every service      Mon - Wed 
8:00am and 7:00pm

C. Gifts

1. Tue at 08:00am and 7:00pm 
Blessings of all things
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2. Wed at 08:00am and 7:00pm
Papal and apostolic blessing

*****

Sure enough, not long after he was 
bitten, a child was bitten … BUT HE 
COULD NOW OFFER HIS BLOOD 
SO THAT FROM THE PLASMA 
THE DOCTORS COULD 
ADMINISTER THE ANTI-VENOM 
TO THE CHILD AND SAVE ITS 
LIFE!

SO JESUS' BLOOD IS, AS IT 
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WERE, THE ANTI-VENOM THAT 
SAVES US FROM ETERNAL 
MISERY AND DEATH!

Jesus has taken our sins into 
HIMSELF and on the cross 
PRODUCED IN HIS OWN BODY 
THE ANTI-VENOM FOR OUR SIN 
SO THAT WE CAN BE SAVED 
FROM THE MISERY AND 
DESPAIR OF ETERNAL DEATH!
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