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At this time of loss, St. Elizabeth Parish would like to offer you our
condolences. The death of someone we love will affect each of us in different
ways. Our feelings may change from day to day, but one of the necessities
we have to face is the planning of a funeral. Our celebration of a person’s life
should reflect our conviction that in Jesus Christ we have life beyond our
earthly life.

Please know that each day those who have died are remembered at every
Mass. I hope the Church’s prayer will be a comfort and consolation for you at
this time. Preparing the funeral service of someone who has died can be a
difficult thing to face. May the time you spend reflecting on the Word of God
strengthen your trust and faith in God’s love and mercy.

This booklet is here to aid you in planning the rites we celebrate: the Vigil,
Funeral Liturgy and Committal. Through prayerful worship, we give
honor to the deceased, hope to those gathered in prayer, and praise to God
for the life given and shared with us. We are here to help you! Feel free to
contact us for help or guidance.

God bless you in your planning and celebration.

Fr. Dan Wheeler
Pastor



Funeral Mass Planning Guide

Entrance Procession/Hymn _________________________________________________

Sprinkling and Placing of the Pall____________________________________________

The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading from the Old Testament _________________________________________

Name of person reading from the Old Testament ________________________________

Responsorial Psalm

Second Reading from the New Testament _____________________________________

Name of person reading from the New Testament _______________________________

Prayers of the Faithful, any changes, and who will read them? ______________________

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Presentation of the Gifts—2 or more people ____________________________________

Offertory Hymn __________________________________________________________

Preface, Sanctus, Eucharistic Prayer, Lord’s Prayer, Lamb of God

Communion Hymn ________________________________________________________

Family Remembrance (optional) _____________________________________________

Meditation Hymn (Post Communion)

Recessional/Hymn ________________________________________________________

Luncheon? Yes or No Estimated Attendance: __________________________

Other Notes: _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________















“I am the resurrection and
the life; whoever believes
in me, even if he dies, will
live, and everyone who
lives and believes in me

will never die.”

-John 11:25



The Funeral Liturgy

Funeral Masses are typically held at 11:00 AM, Monday through Saturday. A wake often will take place the evening
before the funeral Mass with a visitation the morning of the funeral. Please coordinate these times with the pastor and
funeral director.

The family and friends of the deceased can assist during the Funeral Liturgy in a variety
of ways, for example:

Placing on the coffin symbols of Christian faith, such as the pall (a large white
cloth which reminds us of Baptism), a crucifix or an open Bible.

Placing a photograph of the deceased or a Mass card on a table near the coffin.

Reading the Scripture passages or the Prayers of the Faithful.

A member of the family or a friend may also speak briefly about the deceased.



The following two pages list your choices of song selections for the Funeral Mass. It is best to
discuss your song choices with the organist who will be playing for the funeral.

Music at the Funeral Mass

Parish Contact Information

St. Elizabeth Parish
506 North Union Street
Tecumseh, MI 49286

Parish Office: (517) 423-2447
Stacey Knepper, Parish Secretary, or Fr. Dan Wheeler, Pastor

Father Dan Wheeler’s Cell Phone: (517) 499-1632





Communion Songs
Behold the Lamb (Willett) OCP & GIA
Bread of Life (Cooney) OCP
Eye Has Not Seen (Haugen) OCP & GIA
I am the Bread of Life (Toolan) OCP & GIA
Give Me Jesus (spiritual/Hansen) OCP
Keep in Mind (Deiss) World Library
Publications, Inc.
Seed, Scattered and Sown (Feiten) OCP &
GIA
Take and Eat (Joncas/Quinn) GIA
Taste and See (Moore) OCP & GIA
Unless a Grain of Wheat (Farrell) OCP &
GIA
We Walk by Faith (Shanti/Haugen/Alford)
OCP & GIA
You Are Near (Schutte) OCP & GIA

Closing Songs
Amazing Grace (traditional/Newton)
How Great Thou Art (traditional/Hine) OCP
& GIA
Jerusalem, My Happy Home (traditional)
OCP & GIA
Prayer of St. Francis (Temple) OCP & GIA
Sing a New Song (Schutte) GIA
Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones (traditional/
Riley) GIA
Yes, I Shall Rise (Alstott) OCP

Music Publishers
EKKLESIA MUSIC, Inc.
(303) 757-4853
www.ekklesiamusic.com

GIA Publications, Inc.
7404 So. Mason Ave.
Chicago, IL 60638
(800) GIA-1358 (442-1358)
www.giamusic.com/

Oregon Catholic Press (OCP)
5536 NE Hassalo
Portland, OR 97213-3638
1-(800) LITURGY (548-8749)
liturgy@ocp.org
www.ocp.org

World Library Publications
3708 River Road, Suite 400
Franklin Park, IL, 60131-2158
(800) 566-6150
www.wlpmusic.com
wlps@jspawch.com



Planning a Funeral Luncheon

Our Funeral Ministry provides a delicious luncheon prior to the service to celebrate the life
of your loved one. The members of this ministry have a significant amount of experience in
accommodating groups of every size. Through their service, they will gladly care for the
needs of you and all guests.

The luncheon is typically held after the service and burial. If a traditional burial is not
taking place, the luncheon will be held directly following the service.

The standard cost for the luncheon is $10.00 per guest for parishioners, $15.00 per guest
for non-parishioners, paid for by the family of the deceased.

Please make any arrangements for the funeral through our pastor and/or parish secretary.
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May he/she rest in peace. Amen.

Lord Jesus,
we turn to you in our sorrow.
We commend to you the soul
of our loved one who has died.
Receive N. (name of your loved one)

into your arms,
the arms opened wide on the Cross

to show your love for us.
Grant mercy to N.

and grant to us a strong faith in you
and a steadfast hope

in your promise of eternal life.
Eternal rest grant unto N., O Lord

and let perpetual light
shine upon him/her.

During this time in which you mourn the loss of a loved one and
prepare for the Funeral Liturgy, I assure you that each day I pray for those
who have recently died. I urge you to make such prayer a conscious part of
your day too, especially at this time. I offer you the prayer which follows for
daily use and I assure you of my blessing.


