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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 

It’s my hope not to scandalize anyone by this admission, but one of my favorite movies of all time is Air Force 
One with Harrison Ford, Gary Oldman, and Glenn Close. For those of you who know the story, the presidential 
plane is hijacked and the plot unfolds as the Americans try to re-take the plane and land in safety. Of course, there 
are a million twists within the story line, but there is one speech that gives me pause. 

 

The President (Harrison Ford) addresses international dignitaries at an awards ceremony for him and says, “Real 
peace is not just the absence of conflict; it's the presence of justice.” That line has always reminded me of a line 
from “The Church in the Modern World” (Gaudium et Spes) issued at the Second Vatican Council. The Council Fa-
thers wrote, “Peace is more than the absence of war: it cannot be reduced to the maintenance of a balance of pow-
er between opposing forces nor does it arise out of despotic dominion, but it is appropriately called ‘the effect of 
righteousness.’” 

 

In this second week of Advent, we’re reminded of the “King of Righteousness,” who came to bring peace and 
healing to a world that can be so filled with injustice. In this second week, we note that peace has evaded us de-
spite the fact that each of us continues to seek it. 

 

Part of the problem is that we are not necessarily a people of peace, nor do we necessarily seek it in our daily 
lives. It’s easy to see and talk about the failures of others when, in 
fact, in more cases than we care to admit, the faults we criticize 
the most are the ones that we ourselves possess. Likewise, we look 
at others in such a way that it can prevent us from acknowledging 
what may be matters of conflict within ourselves. We all know 
“those people” who are so terribly negative and can challenge the 
virtue of charity because we see in them or hear from them the 
very things about which they complain in others. What we are 
called to is the righteousness of which the Scriptures speak—our 
right relationship with God and with others (sedakah, in Hebrew).  

 

And so, we must ask ourselves, “Am I giving myself sufficient 
opportunity to look into the shortcomings of my own life?” “Am I 
willing to overlook the faults of others and confess my own?” “Am 
I indeed in ‘right relationship’ with God and the people who are 
around me as well as with myself?” Such questions can be fright-
ening to ask of ourselves, but sometimes the lack of peace in our lives may, in fact, be of our own doing. 

 

This brings me to the next point. How much “peace” and how much “silence” do I allow myself? There’s a con-
templative side to the Christian life that is often overlooked and that we can even sometimes disturb. It happens to 
us when we’re afraid of the silence—just in case God asks something of me that I don’t want to do or don’t believe 
I’m up to the task. Sometimes it’s because we’re uncomfortable with silence and don’t know what to do with it. 
Sometimes the willingness to be “nothing” in the presence of God means a self-emptying is required. What we 
have done is conditioned ourselves to be about the work of “doing” and not of “being.” 

 

So, here’s an Advent challenge for all of us. The Holy Father just reminded people of the need for silence, for 
peace, especially at the celebration of the Eucharist. Do we give ourselves, even five minutes before the beginning 
of Mass, to be in His presence and empty our hearts and minds of all of the “stuff” of the world? Do we find our-
selves carrying on conversations (even holy ones) prior to the celebration of Holy Mass, distracting ourselves and 
those around us? Do we allow God to speak to us before the Mass begins—through silence, music, prayer? Such a 
luxury of silence is really intended to give us the proper disposition for celebrating the sacred mysteries. While the 
ministers and I pray before each Mass, sometimes the call to prayer can even be the event that brings superfluous 
conversation to an end—even in the sacristy!  

 

Who knows? That little bit of silence might actually be the springboard for peace without conflict but replete 
with righteousness. Is it worth the “risk” for you? 

 

Until next week...God bless!        Father Joe 
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Saturday, December 9 Vigil (The Second Sunday of 
 Advent) 
 4:00PM—+Doris Gill, by Paul and Claudette Roy 
 

Sunday, December 10 (The Second Sunday of Advent) 
   8:30AM—+Augustine and Margaret Ziminski, by 
  the Lemoine Family  
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
   6:30PM—Intentions of Sister Faustina Kolbe  
  Burda, by her mother 
 

Monday, December 11 (Saint Damasus I)  
 8:30AM—+Richard and Jeanne Brunell, by the  
  Lemoine Family 
 

Tuesday, December 12 (Our Lady of Guadalupe) 
    7:00PM—+Grace Connolly, by Saint Kathryn Parish 
 

Wednesday, December 13 (Saint Lucy) 
 8:30AM—+Helen Nickles, by the Joy Family 

 

Thursday, December 14 (Saint John of the Cross) 
 7:00PM—+Seraphine Adams, by John, Ginny, and  
  Wendy Adams 
 

Friday, December 15 (Advent Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Mary Gleason, by Claudette and Paul Roy 
  

Saturday, December 16 (Advent Weekday) 
 8:30AM—Mass of Thanksgiving 
  

    Vigil (The Third Sunday of Advent) 
 4:00PM—+John Harper, by Roger and Paula Hubert 
 

Sunday, December 17 (The Third Sunday of Advent) 
   8:30AM—+Margaret and Edward Garrity, by her 
  brother, Bernie  
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
   6:30PM—Intentions of Theresa Nowakowski, by  
  Suzanne Burda and Sister Faustina 
 

 

SPECIAL REQUESTS 
 

A refugee family has a 
daughter in high school 
who has a special 
Christmas wish for a violin. 
Also, two families are in 
need of clothes for baby 
boys; one is a newborn and 

the other is in need of size 18M clothes. Are you able 
to donate any of these items? If so, please contact 
Charlene in the office at 603.882.7793. 

DECEMBER 10, 2017 

Jubilee Week 
Sunday, December 10th 
 Coffee and Donuts/Hall A (9:30A) 
 Religious Education, Group 2/RMs 1-6 (10:00-

12:00N) 
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament/Church 

(3:00P) 
 Confessions/Church (3:00-3:45P) 
 Advent Vespers/Church (4:00-4:30P) 
   

Monday, December 11th 
 Jubilee Finance Meeting/Office (7:00P)  
 

Tuesday, December 12th 
 Gifts for Be a Star Program Due Today! 
 Parish Staff Meeting/Office (8:30-11:00A) 
 RCIC/ RM 3 (4:00-5:00P) 
 Cub Scouts/Hall A, RMs 3 and 6 (6:30-7:30P) 
 Boy Scouts/Hall B and RM 2 (7:00-8:30P) 
    

Wednesday, December 13th 
 Adoration/Chapel (5:30-8:15A and 1:00-7:00P) 
 Evening Prayer and Benediction/Chapel (7:00P) 
 Choir Rehearsal/Church (7:30-9:00P) 
 Schola Rehearsal/Church (9:00-9:30P) 
 

Thursday, December 14th 
 Lectio: Evangelization/Hall B (10:30A-12:00N 

and 8:00-9:30P) 
 

Saturday, December 16th 
 Be a Star Distribution/Hall and Classrooms 

(9:00A) 
 

Sunday, December 17th 
 Coffee and Donuts/Hall A (9:30A) 
 Religious Education, Group 1/RMs 1-6 (10:00-

12:00N) 
 Baptism/Church (12:00N) 
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament/Church 

(3:00P) 
 Confessions/Church (3:00-3:45P) 
 Advent Vespers/Church (4:00-4:30P) 
 Religious Education Grades 7-10/RMs 1-3 (4:30-

6:00P) 
 

 

 

Above you the Lord shall rise, Jerusalem, 
and in you the glory of the Lord will shine. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

BE A STAR PROGRAM 
  

The “Be a Star” distribution of gifts will take place this 
Saturday, December 16th beginning at 9:00 a.m. Thank 

you to all who participated 
in this program and to all 
who have so generously 
reached out to others in our 
community.  
Because the distribution 
takes place on Saturday, all 
gifts must be returned and 
placed under the Christmas 

trees in the sanctuary of the church unwrapped no 
later than Tuesday, December 12th. We can use some 
helpers to sort and arrange the items as they come in, 
especially during this week. If you are able to help, 
please contact Charlene or Jennifer in the parish office 
at 603.882.7793. 
 

BAZAAR 2017 SUCCESS 
 

Bazaar 2017 will go on the record as the most success-
ful bazaar thus far. Every year is a success as a fundrais-
er and even more so, as a community builder. For 24 
years, several parishioners have coordinated the ba-
zaar, many more have worked at it, and almost every-
one in the parish has contributed in one way or anoth-
er—from purchasing raffle tickets to penny sale gifts to 
baked goods, to washing dishes, etc. It’s things like this 
that make us not just any other parish—it’s things like 
this that make us “Saint Kathryn’s!” 
And now (drum roll, please….), the final net proceeds 
amounted to a whopping $43,313.57!!!!!! And that’s be-
cause of us! Every one who did anything for the bazaar 
should be proud of our success. Thank you and thank 
God for such a wonderful place, community, and 
effort! 
A special word of thanks to this year’s chairs, Charlene 
Maniotis and Jeanette Cassidy. Ladies, you did an in-
credible job. We cannot thank you enough! 
 

UM, LORD. I HAVE A QUESTION…. 
  

Has this thought ever run through your mind? “What 
am I doing to make this world a better place? Am I be-
ing called to do something for God’s Kingdom?” May-
be, just maybe, God is inviting you to serve Him as a 
priest, religious sister, or brother?  The question may 
come to us in many different ways: how will I know? 
What is God’s will in my life? How do I find happiness 
and fulfillment in my life? What is the ultimate pur-
pose of my existence? Want to talk? Father Joe may 
have an answer or two. Give a call! 

RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE NEWS 
 

If you haven’t purchased Christmas cards yet, we have a 
nice selection of them in the store. They are all dis-
counted, so come in for the best selection.  
Also, if you were not able to buy one of the Rosary rings 
we had for display at the Bazaar, we just got a second 
order of them in. What a great stocking stuffer for un-
der $2.00! 
Once again Father Joe has given us a wonderful presen-
tation about Evangelization with this recent Lectio se-
ries. The store carries all of the Ignatius study guides 
for almost anything related to any of the Lectio series. 
There are individual books for each book of the Bible or 
a larger edition that covers the entire New Testament. 
We carry these on a regular basis and can order any-
thing on the list that we don’t currently stock.  
A last shout out to anyone looking for an excellent gift 
for an adolescent or teenager, we have some excellent 
fiction as well as non-fiction for both ages, plus many, 
many children’s books.  

 

SAINT KATHRYN’S YOUTH GROUP 

DECEMBER MEETING 
 

Saint Kathryn’s Youth Group is planning for a great 
2018. Last month we had a fun game night, just chilling 
out and playing some interesting and challenging 
games. 
The Saint Kathryn’s Youth Group will be meeting on 
Sunday December 17th in the parish hall after the 6:30 
Mass. We want to invite all youth at all interested in 
what the youth group has to offer to please consider 
attending. We will be planning events and trips for 
2018 and need your input to make it a great and fun 
year. 
We also have a pretty cool activity to do at the meeting, 
but you have to stop by to find out what it is! 
If you are a middle or high school youth and have not 
attended a Saint Kathryn’s youth group event, you’re 
missing out! Afraid you won’t know anyone? Then 
bring a friend! New people are always welcome. 
If you want to be on our email list and kept on top of 
youth group activities, please contact Dave Wilder at 
dwilder@f5.com or 603.566.5873. 

NOVEMBER EXPENSES 

 
Church:   $6,154.81 
Office:   $1,596.99 
Tithing:  $1,845.00 

mailto:dwilder@f5.con
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 
 

We’re near the end of a thrilling Bible Study of the Acts 
of the Apostles. Join us for the final session: 
December 14  The Belly of the Beast 
The session will be held from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
and again from 7:30-9:00 p.m. with identical presenta-
tions. 
Remember that faith formation is ongoing! We can 
never say that we have learned everything there is to 
know about our faith!  
 

FORMED 
 

Sign up today at https://formed.org. Our code is 
748649. (Click “Register: Sign up for free with your par-
ish code.” Then enter the access code.)  
Share this information with your family and friends. 
What will you find there? There are plenty of talks and 
lectures, there are Catholic movies to watch, aids to 
prayer, the entire Symbolon and Catholicism series, 
things for parents, for teens, sacramental preparation—
you name it—it’s there! And, if you’ve missed any of 
the Lectio: Evangelization series, you can catch up 
here. Sign up today!  

 

ARE YOU AFFECTED  

BY SOMEONE ELSE’S ADDICTION? 
 

Nar-Anon offers hope. Addiction is a family disease. It 
affects the relationships of those close to the addict: 
parents, spouse, siblings, children, longtime friends, 
and employers. If someone's addiction is affecting you, 
first you must help yourself.  Nar-anon is a 12 step pro-
gram for families and friends of addicts. There are no 
dues or fees to join – just come to a meeting. You will 
hear others, who have or are going through similar 
problems, share about how they cope and find recov-
ery.   
“Hope in Recovery” New Meeting to start Monday, 
December 18, 2017 at Mary Queen of Peace, Church 
Hall, 200 Lawrence Road, Salem, NH 03079 from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. 
To locate additional meetings in the area or if you have 
questions please go to the website at  
www.nar-anon.org or email naranonsalem@gmail.com. 
 

DECEMBER 10, 2017 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 
 

Religious give thanks. 
A religious sister writes, “When we see the generous 
response of so many thousands of persons in order to 
help us, religious men and women we are left speech-
less.” Senior sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests across the country send heartfelt thanks and 
prayers for your donation to last week’s Retirement 
Fund for Religious collection. 
 

SET-UP FOR CRÉCHE 
 

We’re in need of helpers to set up the nativity in the 
church for Christmas. Set-up will take place on Satur-
day, December 16th from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. in the 
church. There is plenty of work to do to make our cre-
che spectacular, including work for “little hands,” so 
families are welcome and encouraged to participate! 
If you’re able to help—even for just a little while, we’d 
be happy to have you join us and have your hand added 
to the work of building our Christmas nativity. 
 

ADVENT VESPERS 
 

Advent Vespers continues this Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in 
the church. The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed be-
ginning at 3:00 p.m. with confessions heard from 3:00-
3:45 p.m. 
What do we hear consistently from people who attend 
Sunday afternoon Vespers during Advent and Lent? 
“What a peaceful way to reflect on the season!” “It’s 
beautiful and peaceful.” “It’s quiet time with the Lord. 
That’s what I need.” 
Are you looking for some peace and quiet in the busy-
ness of the season? This is the place to be—in silence 
before the Lord. Give yourself a treat this Advent—
some beautiful time with the Lord! 

REFLECTING GOD’S GENEROSITY 

TO US 
 

Offertory:    $  9,732.64  
Online Giving:   $  3,630.34  
Total:     $13,362.98 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity to our par-
ish. Our weekly budget for the parish is $11,900 per 
week.  
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE, 2017 
 

The schedule for confessions and Masses during Ad-
vent and for Christmas will be as follows: 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place 
in the church each Sunday of Advent beginning at 3:00 
p.m.; 
Confessions will be heard on Sundays, December 10 
and 17 from 3:00-3:45 p.m.; 
Confessions will be heard on Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday mornings following the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass until 9:30 a.m.; confessions will be heard on Tues-
day and Thursday evenings from 6:15-6:50 p.m. and on 
Saturday afternoons from 3:00-3:45 p.m.; 
Masses will be celebrated at the usual times on both 
weekdays and weekends; 
December 24—The Fourth Sunday of Advent—
Masses will be celebrated at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, De-
cember 23 and on Sunday at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. The 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, although it is Christmas Eve, 
is still observed with the obligation to assist at Mass for 
the Fourth Sunday; 
December 24—Christmas Vigil—Masses will be cele-
brated at 4:00 p.m. (Children’s Liturgy) and 7:00 p.m.; 
December 25—Midnight Mass—begins with carols at 
11:30 p.m. on December 24th and Holy Mass for Christ-
mas begins at midnight; 
December 25—Christmas Day—Holy Mass for 
Christmas Day will be celebrated at 10:00 a.m.; 
December 31—Holy Family Sunday—Masses will be 
celebrated on Saturday, December 30th at 4:00 p.m. 
and on Sunday, December 31st at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
The Feast of the Holy Family, although it is New Year’s 
Eve, is still observed with the obligation to assist at 
Mass for the Holy Family; 
December 31—Vigil of the Solemnity of Mary—
Mass will be celebrated at 6:30 p.m. for the Solemnity 
of Mary; 
January 1—Solemnity of Mary—Mass will be cele-
brated at 10:00 a.m. 
January 3—Festival of Lessons and Carols—7:00 p.m. 
in the church. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will 
take place as usual with simple reposition at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Lectors, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, 
servers, Masters of Ceremony, and greeters are asked to 
sign up this weekend for the Masses of Christmas and 
the Solemnity of Mary. 
Two lectors will be needed at each of the Masses for 
Christmas as well as additional extraordinary ministers, 
servers, and greeters for the 4:00 p.m. Mass. Your assis-
tance is greatly appreciated! 

JESUS ACROSS THE BORDER 
 

"Oh Come Let Us Adore Him"  
 

JESUS aCROSS the Border presents a Christmas Con-
cert, Speaker, and Social Gathering on Friday, 15 De-
cember, 2017 at Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Nashua, NH beginning at 7:30 p.m.  
 

Join us as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Jesus 
Christ, our King!  We invite you to an evening begin-
ning at 7:30 PM with a Christmas Concert featuring 
two of New England's finest female powerhouse vocal-
ists, as they join forces to captivate the audience with 
true voices of angels. Angelique Bolduc, of nationally 
renowned LIFT Ministries, and Mandy Powers, of New 
England's legendary B-Street Bombers, are sure to 
make this evening one to remember. The Christmas 
Concert will be followed by a dynamic "Oh Come Let 
Us Adore Him" talk from Fr. Von DeRosia of Saint Pat-
rick's Church in Pelham, NH. This talk will lead into a 
time of Adoration and Praise and Worship, led by An-
gelique. There will be a Christmas Carol Karaoke social 
event to follow. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  

OF ADULTS 
  

The Catholic Faith is not for the faint of heart! It takes 
great courage, determination, and faithfulness to be a 
Catholic in today’s world, and is often a great leap of 
faith to consider the Catholic Faith as an adult. 
Has anyone ever asked you questions about the Faith? 
Have they talked to you about what you believe and 
expressed an interest in learning more? Perhaps what 
they’re really asking is if the Catholic Faith that you 
profess is something they would want to consider. 
Maybe this is the time that you could encourage them 
to step forward. We are happy to receive those who 
may have been discerning but have not yet come for-
ward up through January 1.  
 

FAITH FACTS 
 

If you’re not familiar with the Polish custom of the 
oplatek, you’re missing out on a very beautiful custom 
for Christmas Eve. 
The oplatek is made from flour and water like the host 
for Holy Communion, but is a wafer that is broken and 
shared at the meal on Christmas Eve.  
We have several packages of oplatki in the parish store 
($2.00 per package of 4 wafers) that come with a bro-
chure on its use. Why not add this to your Christmas 
celebration this year? 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Saint Kathryn Parish  4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Joseph M. Cooper, Pastor     frjoe@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Catechetical Leader  sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Jennifer LeClair , Religious Education Secretary   jennifer.leclair@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     peter.krauss@stkathryns.org 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Robert  Oliver, Facilities  Technician    bob.oliver@stkathryns.org 

Rick Wickham,  Business Manager    rick.wickham@stkathryns.org 

Rick Balboni, Religious Goods Store Manager   rick.balboni@stkathryns.org  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

PARISH RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Saturday     9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday, Thursday: 6:30-6:50 p.m.;  Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. Also by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Ray in the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please 

refer to the marriage policy as found on the parish website. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish office. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change in the 

person’s condition. The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 
 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
The main door of the Church is open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; the Emmaus Chapel, in the office building, is open 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily.  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or frequent 

- we’re glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy Mass to get 

the process underway! 
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ST. KATHRYN PARISH 
HUDSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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December 10, 2017 – Week 56 


