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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
You know how easily I get caught up in words. The imagery and poetry of words absolutely intrigues me, and 

knowing how words were written, especially from translated sources, is a bit of a passion for me (geeky, I know!). 
You’ve heard me refer often enough to the context of a particular translated word because translations sometimes 
don’t capture the full meaning. 

 
During this past week, and throughout the whole Christmas season, the prayers have referred to the “marvelous 

exchange.” I’m captivated by that whole image. I’ve often thought of exchanges as something that you do in a de-
partment store. A sweater doesn’t fit, so you exchange it for the right size. A shirt isn’t the right color, so you ex-
change it for another. But the “marvelous exchange” has so many layers. It’s not about sizes or colors. But it is 
about something being done in place of something else. 

 
More often than not, the “marvelous exchange” is mentioned either in the Prayer over the Offerings or in the 

Prayer after Communion. On the surface, we offer the gifts of bread and wine and what is given back to us is the 
Body and Blood of Christ. We exchange our simple, earthly gifts and receive a heavenly gift in return. We give back 
to God what He has already given to us and transforms it into 
something of inestimable value—plain old bread and wine be-
come the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ. 
Right off the top, we’ve gotten the better of the deal. 

 
But the “marvelous exchange” moves well beyond this. We, 

the earthly creatures that we are, present to God first the gift 
that He has given to us. In “exchanging” this gift, the reception 
of the Risen Christ in the Eucharist is wonderful. But the other 
part of the exchange is what we become. In this exchange, we 
are willing to surrender to the Father all that we have and all 
that we are. In the bread and wine that is presented, we also 
offer to Him all of our successes and failures; our joys and sor-
rows; our disappointments and all that is good and holy in our 
lives. We’re willing in this exchange to offer to the Father the 
fullness of our lives—even those things that might be a little 
too “tight fitting” or that isn’t the “right color” on us. He is willing to accept our scrupulosity or lack thereof; He is 
willing to remove the darkness of sin and instead enlighten us with the gold of glory and the white of purity. That 
exchange moves much further than bread and wine given and received back—this exchange raises us above our 
own human sinfulness and returns to us instead a soul and a life filled with God’s own presence, His grace. Mortal-
ity is exchanged for immortality; death is exchanged for life; sin is exchanged for glory. 

 
This “marvelous exchange” transforms us into the sons and daughters of God—those who, like Jesus at His bap-

tism, are now claimed for God as His beloved sons and daughters in whom He is well pleased. This is not a mere 
transaction—this is the offer of a life that is abundantly blessed and one that is more closely conformed to the 
Christ whose life we receive, upon whom we are fed, and with whom we are offered the pledge of eternal life. 

 
On this day that we conclude our Christmas season and that we celebrate the baptism of the Lord as the Father’s 

beloved, we too are reminded that through this “marvelous exchange” we have found life, meaning, and dignity 
through a God who is willing to accept the gift of ourselves and “exchange” in our poverty the richness of His glory. 
We are His beloved sons and daughters in whom He is pleased. May our lives be ever more pleasing to Him as the 
“marvelous exchange” occurs in our hearts! 

 

Until next week...God bless!        Father Joe 
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Saturday, January 12 
 Vigil  (The Baptism of the Lord) 
 4:00PM—+Anita LaFrance, by her family 
 

Sunday, January 13 (The Baptism of the Lord)  
 8:30AM—+Dick Frenette (2nd Anniversary), by Judy 
  Paladino 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+William Souza (19th Anniversary), by  
  Denny and Bob Maffia 
 

Monday, January 14 (Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Rick Wickham, by Liz and Walter Martin 
 

Tuesday, January 15 (Weekday) 
 7:00PM—+Rick Wickham, by Rita Louf 
 

Wednesday, January 16 (Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+All Souls 
 

Thursday, January 17 (Saint Anthony) 
 7:00PM—+Anthony Francis Adams, by the Adams  
  Family 

 

Friday, January 18 (Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+John Pietrowski (31st Anniversary), by his 
  parents 

   

Saturday, January 19 (Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Henry Fraser, by Rosa Bucchio 
  

    Vigil (The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 4:00PM—+Leo Routhier (3rd Anniversary), by his  
  family 
 

Sunday, January 20 (The Second Sunday in  
 Ordinary Time) 
 8:30AM—+Marion Linnehan, by her husband and  
  family 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Ray Jerome, by his family 
 

WINTER ADVISORY 
 

Please remember to check our Facebook page (Saint 
Kathryn’s Church), website (www.stkathryns.org),  
and/or WMUR for activity updates, including the 
celebration of Holy Mass or other services and classes. 
The rule of thumb: if Hudson schools are closed, all 
parish activities are cancelled. Please note that the 
Saturday Vigil and Sunday Masses are never cancelled. 
 

JANUARY 13, 2019 

Jubilee Week 
 

Sunday, January 13th 
 Champagne Brunches after morning Masses 
 Religious Education, Grades 1-6, Group 1/RMs 1-6 

(10:00-12:00N) 
 

Monday, January 14th 
 Homeschool Group/Hall and RMs 1-6 (1:00-

4:00P) 
 

Tuesday, January 15th 
 Cub Scouts/Hall A and RMs 5 and 6 (6:30-7:30P) 
 Boy Scouts/Hall B and RM 2 (7:00-8:00P) 
 Troop Committee Kick-Off/RM 1 (7:00-8:30P) 
  

Wednesday, January 16th 
 Adoration/Chapel (5:30-8:15A and 1:00-7:00P) 
 RCIC/RM 2 (3:00-4:00P) 
 Fundraising Meeting/RM 2 (6:30P) 
 Evening Prayer and Benediction/Chapel (7:00P) 
 K of C Planning Meeting/RM 3 (7:00-10:00P) 
   

Thursday, January 17th 
 Lectio Mark/Hall B (10:30-12:00N and 7:45-9:15P) 
  

Friday, January 18th 

 Mom’s Group/RM 1 (9:30-11:00A) 
 

Saturday, January 19th 
 Engaged Couples Seminar/Hall and Kitchen 

(8:00A-6:00P) 
 

Sunday, January 20th 
 Religious Education, Grades 1-6, Group 2/RMs 1-6 

(10:00-12:00N) 
 Children’s Church Tour/Church (2:00-2:45P) 
 Religious Education, Grades 7-10/Hall and Rooms 

1-3 (4:30-6:00P) 
 

CHURCH TOURS 
 

Our January church tour will be geared toward 
children sixth grade and younger. This tour will take 
place on Sunday, January 20th  (please note the 
change of date) from 2:00-2:45 p.m. Can you imagine 
how much differently our children will look at our 
church if they understand what it is that surrounds 
them? Put us on your calendar. You’ll be glad you 
did! It’s a wonderful introduction to the church—and 
who knows? You may learn something new too! 
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 

There are still several boxes of envelopes that haven’t 
been picked up yet for calendar year 2019. After two 
years of non-use, the envelope number will be given to 
someone else. Envelopes can be picked up in the office 
during regular office hours.  
“Children’s envelopes” are also available for those who 
would like to introduce children to the idea of “giving” 
to the church. Even if it’s only a penny or nickel from 
their piggy banks, their gift will help support the 
church and its programs. 
This is a good time to remind you of the benefits of 
online giving. In just a few moments, you can set up 
recurring gifts to the church for everything from week-
ly collections to special diocesan and Church collec-
tions, as well as Catholic Charities. This is a tremen-
dous help to us as we prepare the annual budget.  
The easiest way to sign up is by way of our parish web-
site (www.stkathryns.org). Simply click on the 
“Donate” tab and then “Online Giving” and follow the 
quick, easy steps to weekly, monthly, quarterly, or an-
nual giving. It’s all in your control and on a secured 
website. Why not consider this as an option for your 
gift to the church? 
 

LECTIO: MARK 
 

We’re down to the final sessions in our study of the 
Gospel of Mark! We’re now at the point of the Lord’s 
Passion, death, and resurrection. Join us as we com-
plete this fascinating study of Saint Mark (and Saint 
Peter’s) account of the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus. 
Sessions will take place on January 17, 24, and 31 at 
10:30 a.m. and a repeat session at 7:45 p.m. 
 

DAUGHTERS OF EVE 
 

The Daughters of Eve will be meeting January 21st  at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 1 to discuss Redis-
covering Jesus by Matthew Kelly. 
Who are the Daughters of Eve? They 
are a group of women from our parish 
(and beyond) who gather to share their 
reflections on the faith based on the 
Scriptures, reading of spiritual books, 
and to journey together in faith toward 
a deeper relationship with the Lord as 
women. The group does not meet as a 

Bible Study, but as an opportunity to use the Scriptures 
as a basis for discussion as to how to live out the Chris-
tian life. Please join us for this time and pray with us! 

MOM’S GROUP 
 

Did you know that there is a long-standing group of 
women who meet regularly for prayer and reflection 
while their children have an opportunity to play to-
gether in a supervised environment?  
On most Fridays through the year, a few moms meet 
together in Room 1 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. It’s a great way 
to meet other mothers and to grow in communal wis-
dom. For more information, please call the parish office 
at 603.882.7793.  
 

RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE NEWS 
 

Although the Christmas season concludes this week-
end, the Christmas spirit is still with us and all of the 
current in-stock Fontanini boxed nativity sets and all in
-stock Fontanini accessories are priced at 15% off of the 
listed retail price. Plan to shop for the ultimate Christ-
mas gift for next year. Get that special person off your 
list now and give them a family heirloom at the same 
time. We did sell quite a bit of stock prior to Christmas, 
but we do have some boxed sets left and some accesso-
ries. They will be available at the store till the end of 
January. We will be reordering for next Christmas, but 
our supplier will not make those items available to us 
till well into 2019.  
Thank you to every customer who shopped with us and 
made this year a great success. New items for spring 
and summer will be arriving shortly, so stop in regular-
ly to see what’s new.  
Don’t forget—we’re open Monday through Thursday 
from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and on Saturdays from 
9:00 a.m. until noon. For more information, please feel 
free to call the store at 603.595.4463. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING ROSARY 
 

Did you know the Rosary 
is recited in common eve-
ry Saturday morning at 
8:00 a.m. Our own parish-
ioners and many from 
outside of our parish come 
together to pray the Ro-
sary together prior to the 

8:30 a.m. Mass. 
If you would be interested in sharing the responsibility 
of leading the Rosary, please contact Father Joe by 
email at frjoe@stkathryns.org. There are many ways in 
which the Rosary can be led, so if we have enough vol-
unteers, we can find any number of ways to share this 
prayer. 
Thank you! 
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JANUARY 13, 2019 

to the world as its light, to keep anyone who believes in 
me from remaining in the dark.” The Prologue of Saint 
John’s Gospel connects Christ and true life with the im-
agery of light:  “Whatever came to be in Him, found 
life, life for the light of men” and “The real light which 
gives light to every man was coming into the 
world.” For this reason, in our liturgy for the Sacrament 
of Baptism, the priest or deacon presents a candle lit 
from the Paschal candle, which in turn symbolizes the 
Paschal mystery, and says to the newly baptized, “You 
have been enlightened by Christ.  Walk always as chil-
dren of the light and keep the flame of faith alive in 
your hearts.  When the Lord comes, may you go out to 
meet Him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.” 
The light then is a symbol of faith, truth, wisdom, vir-
tue, grace, the divine life, charity, the ardor of prayer, 
and the sacred presence which flow from Christ Him-
self. 
We can appreciate the usage of votive candles.  As in 
early Christian times, we light a candle before a statue 
or sacred image of our Lord or of a saint.  Of course, we 
do not honor the statue or the image itself, but whom 
that statue or image represents.  The light signifies our 
prayer offered in faith coming into the light of 
God.  With the light of faith, we petition our Lord in 
prayer, or petition the saint to pray with us and for us 
to the Lord.  The light also shows a special reverence 
and our desire to remain present to the Lord in prayer 
even though we may depart and go about our daily 
business. 
In the Middle Ages, the symbolism of the votive can-
dles was elaborated.  Saint Radegund described a prac-
tice whereby a person would light a candle or several 
candles which equaled his own height; this was called 
“measuring to” such a saint.  Although it may seem pe-
culiar to us, this “measuring” actually reflects the idea 
of the candle representing the person in faith who has 
come into the light to offer his prayer. 
The imagery of the candle itself is important:  beeswax 
symbolized the purity of Christ; the wick, the human 
soul of Christ; and the light, His divinity.  Also, the 
burning candle symbolized a sacrifice, which is made in 
both the offering of the prayer and the acceptance of 
the Lord’s will. 
The symbolism does remind us that prayer is a “coming 
into” the light of Christ, allowing our souls to be filled 
with His light, and letting that light burn on in our 
souls even though we may return to other activities. If 
you light a votive candle, please remember that the do-
nation of $3.00 just covers the cost of the candle which 
remains lit for 5 days. We want to encourage you to do 
your part in keeping them accessible to you. A mini-
mum donation of $3.00/candle is greatly appreciated. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
  

Our annual celebration of marriage will take place on 
Saturday, February 9, 2019, from 7:00-10:00 p.m. in our 
parish hall. There will be heavy hors d’oeuvres, danc-
ing, and an opportunity to reflect on the sacrament of 
marriage culminating in the renewal of marriage vows 
among those present. 
Plan now to attend, and join us for a delightful evening 
to celebrate this wonderful vocation. 
 

VOTIVE CANDLES 
  

Many people appreciate the fact that we do have can-
dles available at the shrines of Our Lady, Saint Joseph, 
and the Sacred Heart.  
When talking about votive candles, we have to first ap-
preciate the symbolism of light and the general usage 
of candles in religious practice.  In Judaism, a perpetual 
light was kept burning in the Temple and the syna-
gogues not only to ensure the ability to light other can-
dles or oil lamps in the evening but also to show the 
presence of God.  Later, the Talmud prescribed a lit 
lamp at the Ark, where the Torah and other writings of 
Sacred Scripture were kept, to show reverence to the 
Word of God.  (This practice probably influenced our 
own one of having a lit candle near the Tabernacle to 
indicate the presence of and to show reverence for the 
Blessed Sacrament.) 
Roman pagan culture also used candles in religious 
practice.  Lit candles were used in religious and mili-
tary processions, showing the divine presence, aid, or 
favor of the gods.  With the development of emperor 
worship, candles were also lit near his image as a sign 
of respect and reverence.  Remember that by the time 
of Jesus, the emperor was considered divine and even 
given the titles, Pontifex Maximus (High Priest) and 
Dominus et Deus (Lord and God). 
Christians adapted the use of lit candles (and oil lamps 
in the Eastern Roman Empire) for Mass, liturgical pro-
cessions, evening prayer ceremonies, funeral proces-
sions, and, again, to show reverence to the reserved 
Blessed Sacrament.  Moreover, there is evidence that lit 
candles or oil lamps were burned at the tombs of 
saints, particularly martyrs, by the 200s, and before sa-
cred images and relics by the 300s.  Saint Jerome,  in his 
Contra Vigilantium attested to this practice.  This prac-
tice probably existed well before our available written 
evidence. 
In our Catholic tradition, light has a special significance
– Christ.  Recall Jesus said, “I am the light of the 
world.  No follower of mine shall ever walk in darkness; 
no, he shall possess the light of life” and “I have come 
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

COLORING CONTEST 
 

Calling all children of the parish! As we have just cele-
brated the Feast of the Epiphany, and in honor of the 
Nativity of our Lord, let’s keep the spirit and the fun of 
the Christmas season going through the whole month 
of January! 
Pick up your coloring page in the back of the church, at 
Religious Ed. Class, or in the Parish Office.  There are 
two pages to choose from. One winner will be chosen 
from grades 1-6, and another for ages 5 and under.   
Prize bags include a gift card for Dairy Queen Ice 
Cream! Please write your name, grade, and phone num-
ber on the back.  Please have all entries in to your 
teacher or the office by January 28, 2019.  All entries 
will be displayed in the Parish Hall, and the names of 
all winners will be announced in the Bulletin! 
 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION     

 
 
Bishop Peter A. Libasci invites all couples celebrating 
an anniversary in 2019 of 10, 15, 20, 30, 35, 40, 45 or 55+ 
years, to attend the Spring Wedding Anniversary 
Mass. This celebration will be held on Sunday, March 
3, 2019 at 2:00 p.m., at Saint Joseph Cathedral, Man-
chester. To register, please contact the parish office by 
February 1, 2019 (603.882.7793). The parish office will 
gather and submit all necessary information. Once reg-
istration has been completed by the parish office, all 
registrants will receive an invitation to this special cele-
bration. Couples celebrating anniversaries of 5, 25, or 
50 years will be asked to register later for a fall celebra-
tion.  To all other married couples, congratulations and 
we look forward to seeing you at this spring’s Wedding 
Anniversary Mass! 

REFLECTING GOD’S GENEROSITY TO US 
 

Dec 30 
Offertory (includes online):  $ 10,781.00 
 
Solemnity of Mary (includes online): $  1,641.00 
 
Jan 6 
Offertory:    $  8,339.26 
Online Giving:    $  4,558.00 
Total:      $ 12,897.26 
 
 

GALA DINNER-DANCE 
 

Get your dancing shoes out and 
dust off those tuxes and gowns 
and be ready to go! (Really—
business dress is perfectly ac-
ceptable!) Plan now to join us 
for our Jubilee Gala Dinner-
Dance on Saturday, April 6, 
2019 at the Radisson in Nashua. 
The members of our social com-

mittee are working diligently to ensure an evening of 
great food, beautiful dancing, reminiscing, dreaming, 
and reconnecting with parishioners. 
Set aside this date for “Saint Kathryn Strong.” Let’s 
make this Jubilee Year something that we can talk 
about for years! 
We are engaging every aspect of our life as a parish 
community—the liturgical, educational, social, and 
evangelical aspects of community life. Make your plans 
now to participate in a little bit of everything—
including the fun times with our fellow parishioners. 
 

GET FORMED FOR CHRISTMAS! 
 

Each year, the parish 
“gifts” our parishioners, 
benefactors, and friends 
a subscription to Augus-
tine Institute’s program, 
FORMED. If you haven’t 
yet taken advantage of 
it, let us share with you 
the benefits of signing 

on and activating your subscription. 
FORMED has a wealth of Bible Studies, movies, chil-
dren’s activities. Read weekly meditations on the Sun-
day Scriptures, and audios while your traveling. You’ll 
hear top speakers like Archbishop Fulton Sheen, Father 
Larry Richards, and Dr. Scott Hahn, stories for children 
about Saint Boniface and the first Christmas tree, 
Brother Francis and the Days of Advent, and the story 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
Don’t miss a single moment of this treasury of Catholic 
culture. Sign up today! 
What should you do? 
• Dig out your computer and type formed.org into 

your browser; 
• Go to FORMED Registration; 
• Type in our parish code 748649 and remember to 

spell “Saint Kathryn” correctly! 
You will experience a whole world of Catholicism. 
Don’t waste this wonderful opportunity! 
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SAINT KATHRYN PARISH 

4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church Store: 603.595.4463 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Joseph M. Cooper, Pastor     frjoe@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Catechetical Leader  sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Tina Decoeur, Religious Education Secretary   tina.decoeur@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     peter.krauss@stkathryns.org 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Rick Balboni, Religious Goods Store Manager   rick.balboni@stkathryns.org  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

PARISH RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Saturday     9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday, Thursday: 6:30-6:50 p.m.;  Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. Also by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Ray in the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please 

refer to the marriage policy as found on the parish website. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish office. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change in the 

person’s condition. The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 
 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
The main door of the Church is open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; the Emmaus Chapel, in the office building, is open 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily.  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or frequent 

- we’re glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy Mass to get 

the process underway! 
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