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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Last weekend, we distributed copies of Bishop Libasci’s pastoral letter concerning ongoing faith formation. If 
you read the letter, he addressed several topics, including the formation of our youth, the restored order of the sac-
raments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist), and the necessity of ongoing formation in the faith for 
adults. By Monday morning, I already had a couple of emails concerning Bishop’s letter and questions about the 
feasibility of Confirmation in grade 3 as well as concerns about ongoing catechesis for our children. I’m not sure 
that I’ll be able to discuss everything adequately, but I’ll give it my best shot. 
 

Let me start with what appears to be the greater concern, namely, the lower age for Confirmation. When I 
teach courses on the sacraments, I remind my students that Confirmation is a sacrament in search of a theology. 
Over the years, it has been seen as a “coming of age” sacrament, often equated with the Jewish bar or bat mitzvah. 
Well, in some respects, we could say that there’s something to that, but not quite enough. Likewise, it’s been seen 
for years as a “graduation” from religious education classes. Frequently, it might have been seen that way because 
the nature of religious education for post-Confirmation students changed in terms of the way classes were held 
(more youth ministry than classroom catechesis). The requirement for attendance and the subsequent “carrot” 
that was held in front of young people prior to receiving the sacrament, e.g., classroom catechesis, service projects, 
retreats, participation in particular parish events and liturgies, were often required but not often appreciated by 
parents or students. The feeling that everyone was jumping through the proverbial hoops was nearly unanimous, 
but in order to “get Confirmation done,” everyone dealt with it, but sometimes without any further commitment to 
the faith or to the parish. Sometimes it even drove people away, 
which is counterproductive to the reception of the sacrament itself! 
 

What we must understand is that until 1932, the order of the 
sacraments received was Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. In 
the earliest days of the Church, Confirmation was conferred on chil-
dren frequently within two to three years after Baptism and then 
the Eucharist given to them later on. In the Middle Ages, the magi-
cal age of 10 was considered the proper age for Confirmation with 
the reception of Holy Communion taking place around the age of 12 
or 14. Pope Saint Pius X reduced the age of First Communion to the 
age of reason, usually understood to be about 7. Often, children 
were confirmed and received Eucharist at the same liturgy or the 
Eucharist at a time very close to Confirmation.  
 

Probably most of us (with the exception of those who participated in the RCIA process) received our First 
Communion around the age of 7 with Confirmation taking place any time between the ages of 9 and 17. No wonder 
it came to be seen as “graduation”! The reversed order of the sacraments lent confusion to the correct understand-
ing of the sacrament and was seen as the culmination of the sacraments of initiation when, in fact, the Eucharist is 
the high point and culmination of those sacraments. The Catechism reminds us that “although Confirmation is 
sometimes called the ‘sacrament of Christian maturity,’ we must not confuse adult faith with the adult age of natu-
ral growth, nor forget that the baptismal grace is a grace of free, unmerited election and does not need ‘ratification’ 
to become effective. Saint Thomas Aquinas reminds us of this: Age of body does not determine age of soul. Even in 
childhood man can attain spiritual maturity: as the book of Wisdom says: For old age is not honored for length of 
time, or measured by number of years. Many children, through the strength of the Holy Spirit they have received, 
have bravely fought for Christ even to the shedding of their blood” (#1308). 
 

We rely on the grace of this same Spirit, given to each of us in Baptism and renewed in the sacrament of Con-
firmation, crowned with the glory of the Eucharist as the high point of our acceptance of Jesus Christ. For many of 
us, this is a different way of thinking and one that challenges us to take our baptismal promises seriously, to live 
them out through the grace of the Holy Spirit given to us in Confirmation, and to be supported and nourished in 
the Eucharist we receive. 
 

Until next week...God bless!        Father Joe 
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Saturday, February 2 
 Vigil  (The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 4:00PM—+Angeline Potzner, by Joan Malone 
 

Sunday, February 3 (The Fourth Sunday in
 Ordinary Time)  
 8:30AM—+Lionel Maltais (18th Anniversary), by his 
  daughter 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Rick Wickham, by Al and Melissa  
  Marcotte 
 

Monday, February 4 (Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Memorial Enrollments 
 

Tuesday, February 5 (Saint Agatha) 
 7:00PM—+Louise Leary, by her daughter, Kathy, and 
  Urs 
 

Wednesday, February 6 (Saint Paul Miki and 
 Companions) 
 8:30AM—+Herve Houde, by Dave Houde 
 

Thursday, February 7 (Weekday) 
 7:00PM—+Dorothy Armstrong, by Linda Patenaude 

 

Friday, February 8 (Saint Jerome Emiliani; Saint 
 Josephine Bakhita) 
 8:30AM—+Raphael Kowal, by Sharon Beaver 

   

Saturday, February 9 (Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Becky Hermosillo, by the Manning  
  Family 
  

    Vigil (The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 4:00PM—+Maurice Bergeron, by his family 
 

Sunday, February 10 (The Fifth Sunday in  
 Ordinary Time) 
 8:30AM—+Barbara Snowman, by Leo and Lisa  
  Pelletier 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Rick Wickham, by Jon and Heather 
  Marcotte 
 

WINTER ADVISORY 
 

Please remember to check our Facebook page (Saint 
Kathryn’s Church), website (www.stkathryns.org),  
and/or WMUR for activity updates, including the 
celebration of Holy Mass or other services and classes. 
The rule of thumb: if Hudson schools are closed, all 
parish activities are cancelled. The Saturday Vigil and 
Sunday Masses are never cancelled. 

FEBRUARY 3, 2019 

Sunday, February 3rd 
 Religious Education, Grades 1-6, Group 2/RMs 1-6 

(10:00-12:00N) 
 Baptism Catechesis/RM 1 (12:15P) 
 Children’s Church Tour/Church (2:00-2:45P) 
 

Monday, February 4th 
 Homeschool Group/Hall and RMs 1-6 (1:00-

4:00P) 
 Finance Council Meeting/Office (6:00P) 
 Daughters of Eve/RM 1 (7:00P) 
 

Tuesday, February 5th 
 Staff Meeting/Parish Office (9:00-10:15A) 
 Cub Scouts/Hall A and RMs 5 and 6 (6:30-7:30P) 
 Boy Scouts/Hall B and RM 2 (7:00-8:30P) 
    

Wednesday, February 6th 
 Faith Sharing/RM 1 (9:15-10:15A) 
 Adoration/Chapel (5:30-8:15A and 1:00-7:00P) 
 RCIC/RM 2 (3:00-4:00P) 
 Evening Prayer and Benediction/Chapel (7:00P) 
 K of C Business Meeting/Hall B and RM 1 (7:00-

10:00P) 
 Choir Rehearsal/Church (7:30-9:00P) 
 Schola Rehearsal/Church (9:00-9:30P) 
    

Friday, February 8th 

 Mom’s Group/RM 1 (9:30-11:00A) 
  

Saturday, February 9th 
 Secular Carmelites/RM 2 (8:00A-Noon) 
 Marriage Celebration Dance/Parish Hall (7:00-

10:00P) 
  

Jubilee Week 
Sunday, February 10th 
 Religious Education, Grades 1-6, Group 1/RMs 1-6 

(10:00-12:00N) 
 

CHURCH TOURS 
 

Our February church tour will be geared toward 
children sixth grade and younger. This tour will take 
place on Sunday, February 3rd , from 2:00-2:45 p.m. 
Join us for this interactive and informative afternoon. 
You’ll be glad you did! Smell the chrism and incense; 
taste an unconsecrated host; touch the sacred vessels 
and vestments; hear the stories of our community; 
see our beautiful stained glass windows and more! 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

There are many benefits to “online giving” for your 
weekly donation to the parish.  
The benefits for you? You need not worry about grab-
bing the envelope on your way out of the house; special 
collections are noted well in advance for those who 
plan ahead; you don’t need to bring money to church; 
it helps you in your budgeting for the week, month, or 
year. 
How does this help the parish? Just as it helps you in 
your budgeting, it helps us to project our annual budg-
et more accurately; if you’re traveling, sick, or the 
weather prevents you from getting to Mass, your dona-
tion can be recurring; it gives us a greater sense of who 
is participating in the life and support of the parish, 
especially when the question of sponsor certificates or 
letters of recommendation are requested.  
In just a few moments, you can set up recurring gifts to 
the church for everything from weekly collections to 
special diocesan and Church collections, as well as 
Catholic Charities. This is a tremendous help to us as 
we prepare the annual budget.  
The easiest way to sign up is by way of our parish web-
site (www.stkathryns.org). Simply click on the 
“Donate” tab and then “Online Giving” and follow the 
quick, easy steps to weekly, monthly, quarterly, or an-
nual giving. It’s all in your control and on a secured 
website. Why not consider this as an option for your 
gift to the church? 
 

CHOIR REHEARSALS RESUME 
 

Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, February 
6th, from 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the church. We will begin 
preparing for Lent and Easter as well as looking for-
ward to creating the program for our choir concert on 
June 2nd. Join with a wonderful group of talented musi-
cians to sing God’s praises and lift the minds and hearts 
of our community! 

 

FAITH SHARING 
 

Join with Sister Margaret for an 
hour of reflection on the readings 
for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time on Wednesday, February 6 
from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in Room 1. You 

don’t need to be a Scripture scholar or even have to 
worry about giving a “right answer.” This is an oppor-
tunity to read the Scriptures, pray with them, and then 
share (if you’re comfortable) what these Scriptures 
mean to you in your life. The Scriptures speak to us all 
differently, so how is God speaking to you at this time? 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL SUBSIDY 
 

For those who have children in Catholic schools who 
will enter grades kindergarten through 8 in Septem-
ber, 2019, a subsidy is available to those families who: 
• Are registered, practicing members of Saint 

Kathryn parish; 
• Are contributing members of record to the parish 

(envelopes or online giving); 
• Are active in the parish, e.g., participating in one 

or more of our parish activities. 
Forms are available in the church and the parish of-
fice, and must be completed by the parents/guardians 
and returned for signature by Father Joe. Forms are 
due back to the school no later than March 1, 2019. 
Please be mindful that no subsidy can be greater than a 
family’s annual contribution to the parish. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING ROSARY 
 

Did you know the Rosary is recited in common every 
Saturday morning at 8:00 a.m. Our own parishioners 
and many from outside of our parish come together to 
pray the Rosary together prior to the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
If you would be interested in sharing the responsibility 
of leading the Rosary, please contact Father Joe by 
email at frjoe@stkathryns.org. There are many ways in 
which the Rosary can be led, so if we have enough vol-
unteers, we can find any number of ways to share this 
prayer. We have two volunteers so far. Would you con-
sider being our third? Thank you! 
 

MAY CALENDAR RAFFLE 
 

Yes, due to popular de-
mand we will have our 
calendar raffle with dai-
ly drawings in the 
month of May! The 
monthly calendar prizes 
will total $4,200.00 and 
you can be a winner! 
Sales will begin the 
weekend of March 2-3. 

Envelopes containing 12 calendars will be available for 
you to take and sell to relatives, friends, and co-
workers. We are asking that you consider using social 
media to help you with your sales. Remember that the 
calendars are $10.00 each, or three for $25.00. Each win-
ning ticket is returned to the drum so that you have a 
chance to win on each, and every day. You will have 2 
chances at winning $500.00, three chances at winning 
$200.00, and 26 chances at winning $100.00. 



5 

FEBRUARY 3, 2019 

JESUS ACROSS THE BORDER -  

MONTHLY GATHERING 
 

February 15, 2019 at 
Saint Mary of the 
Annunciation (134 
Norfolk Street, 
Cambridge MA) 
from  7:30 p.m.- 12 
midnight. 
Social Event:  Latin 
Dance Fiesta hosted 
by Saint Mary of the 
Annunciation 
Young Adults 
 

¡Vamonos!  Join JE-
SUS aCROSS the Border as we break the deep freeze of 
winter with a Latin Fiesta! We are thrilled and honored 
to formally announce the founding of a BRAND NEW 
Catholic young adult organization in Cambridge, 
MA!  Formerly known as yHOPE, Saint Mary’s Young 
Adults Group is ready to shake things up, both on the 
dance floor and within the world of Catholic young 
adult groups. We are excited to collaborate with them 
for this Latin Fiesta to officially unveil their exciting 
new look!  
 

This Latin bilingual Fiesta will begin at 7:30 p.m. with 
Adoration, Confession, and Praise and Worship music 
led by the immensely talented Higher Love Worship 
Band! This will be followed by a bilingual Spanish 
Young Adult Mass at 9:00 p.m., celebrated by Fr. Carlos 
Suarez. Saint Mary’s Young Adult Group will help us 
end the night on the right foot as we step on the dance 
floor for a festive dance party, Latin dance lessons and 
all! We hope that you’ll join us and make sure to bring 
ALL of your friends, because you surely won’t want to 
miss this event! 
 

Our events are geared towards young adults, 18-35 
years of age, but are open to anyone who would like to 
find out more about our mission. This is always a fan-
tastic opportunity for the over 20 local, Catholic young 
adult groups to network with one another and for YOU 
to get to know the many groups out there that are 
ready to support you in your faith journey! 
 

FACEBOOK EVENT LINK: https://www.facebook.com/
events/2067163493546926/  
 

PARKING: Free parking 
 

Please email us at Info@JESUSaCROSStheBorder.org or 
visit our Facebook Page for more information.  

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
 

Why not plan to attend a Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend? The next weekends are March 8-10, 2019 
in Duxbury, MA and April 13-14, 2019 in Brewster, MA. 
For more information, call Stephen and Michelle 
O'Leary at 800.710.9963 or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/. 
 

RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE NEWS 
 

In the past we have spoken about some of the books we 
have available at the store. Today we wanted to men-
tion a brand new one we just received that concerns 
the Catholic Church in China. What caused us to order 
this book is a statement that our sales rep made con-
cerning the author, Cardinal Joseph Zen, who may not 
be alive at the end of this year based on these writings. 
The book is titled “For The Love of My People I Will 
Not Remain Silent”. For anyone who has read anything 
about the Catholic Church in China, you know that 
there is the official government controlled Patriotic 
Church and also the “underground” Church. Cardinal 
Zen is a great defender of the underground Church, yet 
has intimate knowledge of the “official Church”, in part 
because he taught at several of its seminaries. Pope 
Benedict XVI wrote a letter to Catholics in China in 
2007. This book is a series of eight lectures Cardinal 
Zen gave concerning what he now considers a threat to 
the fundamental principles of that letter. To say that it 
was not received well by the Chinese government is an 
understatement. We have copies but can order more at 
any time.  
We also ordered extra copies of “Into Your Hands Fa-
ther” by Wilfred Stinessen. This is our best selling “non
-biblical” book to date. 
 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 
 

It may seem early to start thinking about Lent, but we 
will need some additional help for our liturgical minis-
tries. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March  6th. There will 
be two Masses each weekday—at 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. Lectors, extraordinary ministers of Holy Com-
munion, and servers will be able to sign up this week-
end. We will also need servers to help us for Lenten 
Vespers on the Sundays of Lent. We will offer training 
to those who would like to serve at Vespers. Of course, 
we can offer training for those who would like to serve 
as lectors or servers during the week as well. 
Sign up sheets are available in the vestry after Mass this 
weekend. Please stop by! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2067163493546926/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2067163493546926/
mailto:Info@JESUSaCROSStheBorder.org
https://wwmema.org/
https://wwmema.org/
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

COLORING CONTEST 
 

Calling all children of the parish! As we have just cele-
brated the Feast of the 
Epiphany, and in honor of 
the Nativity of our Lord, 
let’s keep the spirit and the 
fun of the Christmas season 
going through the whole 

month of January! 
Pick up your coloring page in the back of the church, at 
Religious Ed. Class, or in the Parish Office.  There are 
two pages to choose from. One winner will be chosen 
from grades 1-6, and another for ages 5 and under.   
Prize bags include a gift card for Dairy Queen Ice 
Cream! Please write your name, grade, and phone num-
ber on the back.  Due to classes being canceled for 
snow, the extended due date for submissions is Febru-
ary 4, 2019.  All entries will be displayed in the Parish 
Hall, and the names of all winners will be announced in 
the bulletin!  
 

MERCY MEALS 
 

Are you a part of our Mercy Meal 
team? Are we fully updated on your 
contact information? Many people 
have given up their phone landlines 
and only carry their cell phones, so 
sometimes we can’t contact you 

when a Mercy Meal is planned.  
If you are already a part of our Mercy Meal team 
(bakers, sandwich makers, salad preparers, servers), we 
are grateful for your continued support. If you are in-
terested in serving in this ministry, we would be happy 
for your help—in whatever capacity you can offer. 
Simply send your name, address, and phone number to 
us via email (frjoe@stkathryns.org). We’ll be back to 
you before you know it! 

GALA DINNER-DANCE 
 

Get your dancing shoes out and dust off those tuxes 
and gowns and be ready to go! (Really—business dress 
is perfectly acceptable!) Plan now to join us for our Ju-
bilee Gala Dinner-Dance on Saturday, April 6, 2019 at 
the Radisson in Nashua. 
The members of our social committee are working dili-
gently to ensure an evening of great food, beautiful 
dancing, reminiscing, dreaming, and reconnecting with 
parishioners. 
Set aside this date for “Saint Kathryn Strong.” Let’s 
make this Jubilee Year something that we can talk 
about for years! 
We are engaging every aspect of our life as a parish 
community—the liturgical, educational, social, and 
evangelical aspects of community life. Make your plans 
now to participate in a little bit of everything—
including the fun times with our fellow parishioners. 
 

GET FORMED! 
 

Each year, the parish “gifts” our parishioners, benefac-
tors, and friends a subscription to Augustine Institute’s 
program, FORMED. If you haven’t yet taken advantage 
of it, let us share with you the benefits of signing on 
and activating your subscription. 
FORMED has a wealth of Bible Studies, movies, chil-
dren’s activities. Read weekly meditations on the Sun-
day Scriptures, and audios while your traveling. You’ll 
hear top speakers like Archbishop Fulton Sheen, Father 
Larry Richards, and Dr. Scott Hahn, stories for children 
about Saint Boniface and the first Christmas tree, 
Brother Francis and the Days of Advent, and the story 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
Don’t miss a single moment of this treasury of Catholic 
culture. Sign up today! 
What should you do? 
• Dig out your computer and type formed.org into 

your browser; 
• Go to FORMED Registration; 
• Type in our parish code 748649 and remember to 

spell “Saint Kathryn” correctly! 
You will experience a whole world of Catholicism. 
Don’t waste this wonderful opportunity! 

 

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY DINNER 
 

The Knights of Columbus will begin to sell tickets for 
the Saint Patrick’s Day Dinner soon. The dinner is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 16th, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
in the parish hall. Tickets will be available in the back 
of the church or from the parish office. Seating is lim-
ited, so don’t delay. No tickets are available at the door. 

REFLECTING GOD’S GENEROSITY TO US 
 

Offertory:    $  7,806.91   
Online Giving:    $  3,401.00  
Total:      $ 11,207.91 
 

Thank you for your generosity to our parish. Your 
weekly or monthly donation helps us to continue to 
offer quality programming, subsidize our ministries, 
and, of course, pay our bills.  
 

Our weekly budget remains at $11,900. Can you help us 
to meet this figure? 
 

Thank you! 
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SAINT KATHRYN PARISH 

4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church Store: 603.595.4463 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Joseph M. Cooper, Pastor     frjoe@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Catechetical Leader  sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Tina Decoeur, Religious Education Secretary   tina.decoeur@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     peter.krauss@stkathryns.org 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Rick Balboni, Religious Goods Store Manager   rick.balboni@stkathryns.org  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

PARISH RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Saturday     9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday, Thursday: 6:30-6:50 p.m.;  Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. Also by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Ray in the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please 

refer to the marriage policy as found on the parish website. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish office. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change in the 

person’s condition. The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 
 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
The main door of the Church is open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; the Emmaus Chapel, in the office building, is open 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily.  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or frequent 

- we’re glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy Mass to get 

the process underway! 
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