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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Last weekend, Deacon Ray and Gayle and the RCIA Team brought 3 catechumens to the Cathedral for the Rite 
of Election. We sent them forth with the assurance of our prayers from the 8:30 Mass (despite the snow, we were 
numerous enough to celebrate the Rite with them!). Now they return to us as “elect,” meaning that they have been 
received by Bishop Libasci and encouraged to continue their journey through these weeks of Lent to the celebra-
tion of Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. Just as their preparation for the sacraments 
intensifies, so too should our prayer for them during these weeks leading to Easter. 

 

In a very real way, our three “elect” and our candidate for full reception into the Church stand as a reminder to 
each of us of the conversion that we are called to experience ourselves in the Lenten season. Yes, it is true that we 
are already full members of the Catholic Church, but we are always in need of conversion and grace. These forty 
days give us the opportunity to look deeply into our hearts and root out anything that still smacks of selfishness 
and sin. And let’s face it—even the holiest among us is still struggling to live in grace and in peace with God and 
with one another. 

 

I think that may be one of the reasons we hear the Gospel of the Transfiguration of Jesus on this Second Sun-
day of Lent. It’s the reminder to us of the glory that is promised us in Christ, who alone is the fulfillment of the 
Law and the Prophets. It’s a reminder that through the suffering of this life, we aspire to that glory of heaven which 
awaits us when our earthly pilgrimage is done. It’s the reminder that we need as we make our Lenten sacrifices 
that these are but temporary sufferings, Jesus Christ, who suffered all for our sake, is the One who will give us what 
we need to remain steadfast when faith may seem weak. 

 

I think this is one of the biggest challenges we face today. We forget the glo-
ry of the resurrection when we are suffering and sometimes even when we are 
mildly inconvenienced. Too often it is said that “I just want to give up. Every-
thing seems to be going wrong. No one in my family is practicing the faith, and I 
find that sometimes I’m not sure I can go on. After all, how much can God give 
to one person?” 

 

The apostles had to have thought the same way from time to time; mission-
aries are known to feel burnout when their attempts at evangelization don’t 
seem to bear fruit; parents are frustrated when their children begin to fall away from the Church; Catholics in gen-
eral become discouraged as yet another scandal is brought into the limelight. But here’s the good news. The 
Church of Jesus Christ has survived because of those mountaintop moments that the apostles experienced; mis-
sionaries continue to proclaim the Gospel for the sake of just one soul; parents keep plugging along and praying for 
their children because the foundation of faith has been well-laid; we Catholics rise above scandal and criticism as 
we recognize that we are in a time of purification, and with purification comes grace. The moment for Peter, 
James, and John on Mount Tabor strengthened them (after the fact) as they watched their Master suffer and die on 
the cross. In Him, they found life; in Him, they found their hope. 

 

In some way, we are living in “transfiguration times.” In those moments when we escape the world—even for a 
few moments—for prayer and communion with the Lord, we are reminded of His glory. In those moments that we 
think that we, like the apostles, just want to remain in that time of prayer, and find ourselves being sent back out 
into the daily grind of life, we acknowledge that we have been strengthened to continue on in our belief, in trust-
ing in the promises of God, in moving forward to share with others the wonders that God has accomplished in our 
own lives. 

 

Because we, and others like us, have tried to live this way, we now have three elect and a candidate who are 
living symbols to us of what our own experience of Lent must be—prayerful, reflective, self-sacrificing, joyful, 
humble, serving the needs of others. When we look at them and their experience of coming to the Lord, we realize 
how blessed we are to have that relationship, and are reminded that our journey is not yet complete as we, with 
them and like them, move closer to greater love and fidelity for the Christ who saves us. 

 

Until next week...God bless!        Father Joe 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Saturday, March 16 
    Vigil (The Second Sunday of Lent) 
 4:00PM—+Jacquelyn Murphy (2nd Anniversary), by 
  her family 
 

Sunday, March 17 (The Second Sunday of Lent) 
 8:30AM—+Rosemarie Dolson, by the Marinis Family 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Joseph Burda (7th Anniversary), by his  
  wife, Suzanne 
 

Monday, March 18 (Saint Cyril of Jerusalem) 
 8:30AM—+Mary Gleason, by Ed Gleason 
 7:00PM—Intentions of Bernard and Betty Keogh, by 
  Lisa 
 

Tuesday, March 19 (Saint Joseph, Spouse of the 
 Blessed Virgin Mary) 
 8:30AM—+Joseph Burda (7th Anniversary), by his  
  wife, Suzanne 
 7:00PM—+All Souls 
 

Wednesday, March 20 (Lenten Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Joseph Lemmo (30th Anniversary), by his 
  daughter, Rosa 
 7:00PM—Birthday Intentions for Brendan, by Chris 
  Haigis 
 

Thursday, March 21 (Lenten Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Marie Laverdiere, by Diane and Jerry  
  Casavant 
 7:00PM—+Janet Estes, by her friend, Suzanne 

 

Friday, March 22 (Lenten Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Norah Mills, by her husband 
 7:00PM—Intentions of Sister Faustina Kolbe Burda, 
  by her mother, Suzanne 

   

Saturday, March 23 (Lenten Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Marguerite Vaillancourt, by Diane and  
  Ovila Petrain 
  

    Vigil (The Third Sunday of Lent) 
 4:00PM—+Louise Leary, by Kathy and Urs 
 

Sunday, March 24 (The Third Sunday of Lent) 
 8:30AM—+Elaine Richard, by the Schofield Family 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Karen and Richard Kirk, by Marie Kirk 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 
 

Registration forms for 2019-2020 will be distributed in 
classes on March 17th and 24th. Forms are also available 
online, in the parish office and the church. Register by 
June 1 to avoid late fees! Tuition is $40/child and $80/
family maximum. Confirmation this year will be for 
grades 3, 7, 8 and 9.  

MARCH 17, 2019 

Sunday, March 17th 
 Religious Education, Grades 1-6, Group 1/RMs 1-6 

(10:00A-Noon) 
 Baptism/Church (Noon) 
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Vespers/

Church (3:00-4:30P) 
 Religious Education, Grades 7-10/Hall and RMs 1-

3 (4:30-6:00P) 
 

Monday, March 18th 
 Homeschool Group/Hall and RMs 1-6 (1:00-

4:00P) 
 Daughters of Eve Book Discussion/RM 1 (7:00P) 
 

Tuesday, March 19th 
 Staff Meeting/Parish Office (9:30A) 
 Crafters/Craft Room (1:00-8:30P) 
 Cub Scouts/RMs 5 and 6 (6:30-7:30P) 
 Boy Scouts/RM 2 (7:00-8:30P) 
 Saint Joseph’s Table/Hall (following the evening 

Mass) 
 

Wednesday, March 20th 
 Adoration/Chapel (5:30-8:15A and 1:00-7:00P) 
 RCIC/RM 2 (3:00-4:ooP) 
 Simple Reposition/Chapel (7:00P) 
 K of C Planning Meeting/RM 3 (7:00-10:00P) 
 Choir Rehearsal/Church (7:30-9:00P) 
 Schola Rehearsal/Church (9:00-9:30P) 
    

Thursday, March 21st 

 Philippians Bible Study/Hall B (9:30-10:45A and 
7:45-9:00P) 

 Adult Confirmation Prep/RM 1 (6:30-8:00P) 
 

Friday, March 22nd 
 Mom’s Group/RM 1 (9:30-11:00A) 
 K of C Chowder Night/Hall (5:00-6:30P) 
 

Saturday, March 23rd 
 Confirmation Retreat, Grades 3-6/Hall, RMs 2 

and 3, Church (9:00A-Noon) 
 Lawn and Garden Prep Workshop/RM 1 (9:30-

11:00A) 
  

Sunday, March 24th 
 Religious Education, Grades 1-6, Group 2/RMs 1-6 

(10:00A-Noon) 
 First Scrutiny for Candidates/Church (10:30A 

Mass) 
 Religious Education, Grades 7-10/Hall and RMs 1-

3 (4:30-6:00P) 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

MAY CALENDAR RAFFLE 
 

Raffle calendars are available after Mass this weekend 
as well as on the vestibule windowsills. You could win 
cash every day of the month of May by purchasing a 
calendar! Get out there and buy and sell those calen-
dars. With three calendars for $25.00, it’s a great oppor-
tunity for you to win and for our parish to benefit from 
this annual fundraiser. 
To be successful, we’ll need lots of sales to occur be-
yond the parish community. To facilitate this effort, we 
have prepared envelopes containing 12 calendars. 
Please pick up an envelope, bring it to work, bring it to 
relatives, bring it to friends, and bring it to social me-
dia; but please try to sell all 10 calendars.  One addi-
tional perk is that a 10% commission may be paid to 
the seller of each winning ticket. To claim, simply write 
your name on the “seller” line of the calendar stub. A 
majority of sellers wrote “Parish” on that line last year 
which turned that expense into a profit for the parish. 
Envelopes are available now! Just check the vestibule 
windowsills! 
The calendars are $10.00 each, or three for $25.00. With 
two $500.00 prizes, three $200.00 prizes, and twenty-
six $100.00 prizes it should be an easy sell; AND should 
your ticket be a winner it is returned to the drum mak-
ing it possible to win multiple times.  
To enter the raffle simply put the calendar stub, with 
payment (all checks made payable to Saint Kathryn 
Parish please), in an envelope and drop it off at the 
office or place it in the collection basket.  Profits from 
this FUNdraiser will be used to do some of the “extras” 
that are not in the budget.  
 

SAINT JOSEPH’S TABLE 
 

Our parishioners must be holding fast to the Lenten 
fast. No one responded to our request for Saint Joseph’s 
Day desserts! So...we’re sad to announce that the 
“dessert feast” after the 7:00 p.m. Mass on March 19th is 
cancelled. We’ll celebrate a solemn Mass for Saint Jo-
seph at 7:00 p.m. and remember him at the great ban-
quet at the altar! 

 

FAMILY IN NEED 
 

A local family is in need of bureaus, a double stroller, 
clothes for girls size 8, 6X, 4T/5T, and 9 months—12 
months. If you are able to donate any of the larger 
items, please contact Jaretta at 603.820.0365. Clothing 
may be brought to the parish office. Thank you! 

 

 

CAN YOU COMPLETE THIS PICTURE? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here’s the church and here’s the steeple; open the doors 
and here’s all the people… 
Our Jubilee Photo Directory is our best yet —let’s make 
it our biggest ever! At about 300 families photographed 
so far, we still have room for 200 more! This is it! April 
25-27 is the final opportunity for you to have your free 
photo taken by LifeTouch Studios and receive your 
free, hardbound, photographic keepsake of our Jubilee 
Year! Get to know the names of our parish family mem-
bers and relive special moments from this year and 
years past by flipping through page after page of event 
photos. 
Signup online (https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment
-plus.com/ydysjqp0/) or call the office (603.882.7793) 
to arrange a time to have your free 8x10 picture taken 
by experienced photographers from LifeTouch. In addi-
tion to the free directory and free 8x10, we have $10 off 
coupons available if you should choose to purchase a 
photo package from LifeTouch. So be sure to pick one 
up when you sign up for your photo session. Our family 
photo is not complete without you —please sign up 
today! 
 

DAUGHTERS OF EVE 
 

The Daughters of Eve will be hosting a Lenten Morning 
of Reflection on Saturday April 13th after the 8:30 Mass. 
As April 13th is the last weekend before Holy Week, we 
will reflect back on how we performed the Lenten prac-
tices and how we can continue them through Easter 
and the rest of the year. We will be using Mark's Ser-
mon on the Mount as our guide. Registration is re-
quired with a $5.00 fee to cover breakfast. Any ques-
tions? Contact Karen Wilder at 603.881.8310. 
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MARCH 17, 2019 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: 

SAINT PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS 
 

After an extensive Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark, 
we’re jumping into a shorter study on Saint Paul’s Let-
ter to the Philippians. In six sessions we will cover the 
following: 
March 21: Friendship in Christ 
March 28: The Mind of Christ 
April 4:  Imitatio Christi 
April 11: All Things in Christ 
Delve into the beautiful letter to the Philippians and 
join us on Thursdays from either 9:30-10:45 a.m. or 7:45
-9:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 
Study guides will be available, so please register in ad-
vance by calling the parish office at 603.882.7793 and 
speak with either Tina or Charlene. Thank you! 

 

BECAUSE OF YOU: CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

NEW HAMPSHIRE UPDATE 
 

Catholic Charities New Hampshire is proud to share 
two recent highlights made possible because of your 
support of our Annual Appeal. First, we acquired The 
CareGivers, Inc, which provides transportation, grocer-
ies and other forms of vital support for homebound el-
derly and disabled New Hampshire residents. We look 
forward to building on these critical services. Secondly, 
our Saint Charles School in Rochester just finished its 
first semester as a private special education provider, 
helping students harboring histories of toxic stress, 
trauma, and intense behavioral and emotional chal-
lenges move toward futures based on hope and poten-
tial. To learn more about the impact of your gifts to 
Catholic Charities NH, visit www.cc-nh.org/impact. 
 

SAINT GIANNA’S PLACE 
 

Saint Gianna's Place, a NH-
based home for mothers in crisis 
pregnancies, is celebrating its 
opening with a benefit banquet 
on May 1 from 5:30 pm - 9:15 pm 
at the Executive Court Banquet 
Facility, Manchester, NH. Our 
guest speaker is the renowned 
James Wahlberg. Reservations 
are $65 per person / $650 per 
table. Make checks payable to 
Saint Gianna's Place and mail to 
Banquet Reservations, 3 Jersey 

Street, Londonderry, NH 03053. Vis-
it stgiannasplace.org for details. 

NEWS FROM THE PARISH STORE 
 

Just a short update this week to let everyone know that 
we have received a new order of jewelry and gift items 
form one of our newest vendors at The Singer Compa-
ny and all of it was put on display this past week. There 
are many new pendants and jewelry items that are very 
unique and different than any other line we carry. By 
the time you read this there will also be new orders in 
from the 2019 Roman Gift catalog and another order 
from a new vendor The Carson Company. It is not that 
easy to find, research and vet a new vendor but we are 
happy to have found two new ones to allow us to be 
able to offer a nice selection of new merchandise.  
 

SAINT KATHRYN SCHOLARSHIP 2019 AND 

K OF C SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Our parish Tithing Council is accepting applications for 
fall 2019 scholarships through April 12, 2019. Several 
scholarships are awarded each year to students who 
will be attending college or trade school in the fall, 
have maintained a C or better average in high school, 
and are active, registered, confirmed parishioners of 
Saint Kathryn's. The scholarship may be used for tui-
tion, books, or supplies. Applications may be found in 
the back of the church and also on our website. 
This year, Council 5162 will be offering the following 
scholarships. The Dave Sullivan Memorial Scholar-
ship is open to Catholic students who will be graduat-
ing Alvirne High School this June.  
Some of the Columbianite Scholarships are open to 
Catholic students who will graduate this year and are 
members of Saint Kathryn’s. They could be attending a 
school outside of Hudson, such as Notre Dame Acade-
my. 
 The following information must be received no later 
than Friday 05/10/19 
  

· A completed application; 
· A copy of applicant’s current grades; 
· A copy of his or her SAT scores (if applicable); 
· A one page summary of extracurricular and communi-
ty activities since last year. This can include jobs and 
volunteer positions. 
A one- page essay as to why you wish to attend college 
and how your future goals relate to your Catholic faith. 
 

Applications are available by emailing Ron DiStasio at 
rddistasio@comcast.net.  
Please return completed applications to either Knights 
of Columbus  P.O. Box  42, Hudson N.H. 03051 or to 
Ron DiStasio 27 ¼  Highpine Ave. Nashua N.H. 03063.  
 

http://www.cc-nh.org/impact
http://stgiannasplace.org
mailto:rddistasio@comcast.net
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

K OF C LENTEN CHOWDER NIGHTS 
 

Knights of Columbus Council 5162 is holding chowder 
suppers during Lent again this year to raise money to 
support a seminarian and Sister. Chowder suppers will 
be held on Friday, March 22, and 29  (not on March 
15th), April 5 and 12. Chowder Suppers are held in Saint 
Kathryn Parish Hall, from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. You will 
have a choice of Clam Chowder, Corn Chowder, or 
Cheddar Broccoli Soup and salad, bread, drink and 
cookie for $8.00 a person. We also offer an alternate 
choice of a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, drink, and 
cookie for $3.00. Please consider attending and bring 
your family and friends.  (No reservations required, just 
come and visit with friends). You may also wish to at-
tend Mass following your meal at 7:00 p.m. in the Tran-
sept Chapel. 

 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 
 

Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence. The eating of 
meat is not permitted on any Friday in Lent for those 14 
years of age and older. (Those who must eat meat for 
reasons of health are encouraged to do another act of 
penitence in its place.) 
Good Friday, April 19, is a day of fast and abstinence. 
The same disciplines for Ash Wednesday apply on 
Good Friday. 
Daily Mass is celebrated each weekday of Lent at 8:30 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. The Lenten Mass will also be cele-
brated on Saturday mornings at 8:30 a.m.  
Confessions will be heard every weekday during 
Lent until 9:30 a.m., and again from 6:15-6:45 p.m. On 
Saturdays, confessions will be heard from 9:15-10:00 
a.m. and again from 2:45-3:45 p.m. and on Sundays 
from 3:00-3:45 p.m. Confessions will not be heard 
during Holy Week. While I understand that the dio-
cese has requested that confessions will be heard on 
Monday of Holy Week, given the fact that confessions 
will be heard daily, I would implore you to make provi-
sion for the sacrament of Penance prior to Holy Week. 
Please be mindful that because so many people take 
advantage of the extra confession times (blessed be 
God!), do not use this time for “chat with Father Joe” or 
for spiritual direction.  
Stations of the Cross will take place on Fridays fol-
lowing the morning and evening Masses.  
Solemn Vespers will be sung each Sunday from the 
first Sunday of Lent through Divine Mercy Sunday at 
4:00 p.m.  
The Divine Mercy Novena will be recited beginning 
on Good Friday and concluding at Vespers on Divine 
Mercy Sunday. 

STEUBENVILLE EAST  
 

Will you be graduating from eighth grade this June? 
How about high school? Or, are 
you somewhere “in between”? If 
you want to be a part of a thrill-
ing weekend with thousands of 
other young Catholic peo-
ple, Steubenville East, held at the 
campus of UMass Lowell, may be 
just the experience for you! This 
year's conference will be held 
from July 12-14. For more infor-
mation, please visit https://lifeteen.com/events/
steubenville-east/ and contact Tina in the parish office. 
Scholarships are available, but call soon! The deadline 
to register through the parish is April 15th. 
With all of the young people in our parish, we should 
be able to send at least twenty to this prayer-filled, 
power-packed weekend. Parents—encourage your 
teenagers to attend this event! Teenagers—ask your 
parents for permission to go! If you want to see faith 
come alive in our young people, we, dear parishioners, 
must support them. A word, a prompt, maybe even a 
push, and watch the transformation!  

 

“WAKING UP” YOUR LAWN AND GARDENS  
 

Are you getting ready to “wake up” your lawn and gar-
den this spring after a long winter? Join Rick Balboni 
on March 23rd in Room 1 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. for a talk 
to give you some insights into what “best practices" are 
for waking up both your lawns and your gardens this 
spring. Items discussed will focus on proper tool selec-
tion, fertilization, pruning, planting, and other perti-
nent subjects. A question and answer discussion will 
also take place. Registration and attendance is free but 
please call the office at 603.882.7793 to let us know you 
would like to attend. The discussion will be led by Rick 
Balboni who takes care of the grounds here at Saint 
Kathryn’s. A free will offering will be accepted. 

 

LENTEN ALMSGIVING 
 

Don’t forget that our Lenten almsgiving, presented at 
the offertory on Holy Thursday night, is intended for 
Hudson’s “Feed Our Kids” program. This program, as 
you well know, provides bags of food and healthy 
snacks for our children who receive free or discounted 
lunches at school for weekends and vacation times 
when they might otherwise go without food. What a 
wonderful way to minister to the Lord who is present 
in these young people through our Lenten sacrifices! 

https://lifeteen.com/events/steubenville-east/
https://lifeteen.com/events/steubenville-east/
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SAINT KATHRYN PARISH 

4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church Store: 603.595.4463 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Joseph M. Cooper, Pastor     frjoe@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Director of Religious Education sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Tina Decoeur, Religious Education Secretary   tina.decoeur@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     peter.krauss@stkathryns.org 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Rick Balboni, Grounds Manager/Religious Goods Store Manager rick.balboni@stkathryns.org  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

PARISH RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Saturday     9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday, Thursday: 6:30-6:50 p.m.;  Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. Also by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Ray in the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please 

refer to the marriage policy as found on the parish website. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish office. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change in the 

person’s condition. The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 
 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
The main door of the Church is open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; the Emmaus Chapel, in the office building, is open 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily.  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or frequent 

- we’re glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy Mass to get 

the process underway! 
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