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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

1 December 2019 
 

God Alone! 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 Today we begin a brand-new liturgical year with the season of Advent.  After the Sacred 
Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday and the celebrations of Holy Week, 
Advent is my favorite season of the year.  It is the beginning of the new year of grace for us as God’s 
people.  It is the beginning of the new cycle of liturgical celebrations.  What do I mean by a new li-
turgical year, a new cycle of liturgical celebrations?  It is the beginning anew of the celebration of 
our Lord’s life, which is at the heart of our faith.  The various liturgical seasons make present for us 
the various mysteries of Jesus’ life, from His conception to His return again in glory!  The deeper we 
enter into our faith, the more we realize that we are not just remembering events of the past, but 
the celebration of the various liturgical seasons helps us to encounter and live out “the saving 
events” of our redemption.  It is for this reason that we call the Church’s liturgical year, the year of 
grace.  Just as the woman in the Gospel sought to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, and in doing so, 
experienced the power of Jesus flow through her…so too, in authentically celebrating and living out the various  liturgical sea-
sons, we touch the very life of Jesus and experience the transforming and sustaining life of His grace. 
 I have always loved Advent then, because it is the season of hoping, longing and desiring the presence of God.  In some 
way, Advent helps us to enter into that sacred time when all the patriarchs and prophets, indeed, all God’s holy people awaited 
the coming of the Savior.  There is something special in anticipating and waiting.  Think of the excitement of a couple who is 
expecting the arrival of their baby.  All those months of preparation build up joy, peace, and hope in the hearts of that mother 
and father.  So too, from the time of Adam and Eve, just as all of our fathers in faith hoped for and expected the coming of the 
Savior, so too Advent helps us to look forward to Jesus’ arrival at Christmas.  It is the season of the “almost” but “not yet.” 
 Advent teaches us to look for and to yearn for Jesus everyday of our lives and to long for Him at the end of our days.  
The Church, as she gathers for the celebration of the Eucharist each day, longs for the day when He will return again in glory, 
and we will be able to see Him as He is.  It is what the Church prays, just after the Our Father, “Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from 
every evil, graciously grant peace in our days….as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.”  Jesus, 
who now lays hidden upon our altars, will return again in glory.  Advent teaches us to wait on the Lord in patience and hope, 
persevering in living a holy life, so that we may be worthy to rejoice with Him forever in His heavenly kingdom. 
 So, Advent is not Christmas, nor is it the beginning of the holiday season.  Advent should not preview Christmas.  It is 
its own liturgical season with its own sights and sounds.  Over the years, the season of Advent has been lost, because our cul-
ture transitions directly from autumn to the “holiday season.”  So, when we go to the mall, we are used to seeing everything 
decorated for Christmas; for the culture, this time of the year is the holiday season.  As a result, consciously or unconsciously, 
Christians no longer decorate their homes for Advent but put out the Christmas décor in late fall and around Thanksgiving; 
once December 26th arrives, all the symbols of Christmas are taken down.  How many times have we heard the expression, “I 
am so glad the holidays are done” or “I am glad that Christmas is over!”  How sad it is to hear this, and it is due in part because 
we have not allowed our hearts to remain in the longing of the Advent season.  We have not allowed ourselves to experience 
the hope that Advent offers, and we have lost the sense of the excitement and anticipation of Christ’s birth.  Christians used to 
wait to decorate their homes for Christmas until just before the Christmas season and they used the weeks of Advent as that 
time to prepare spiritually for the feast of the Nativity. 
 As we begin the Advent season here in our parish, I want to share with us the Advent season, so the decorating of our 
Church will become progressively more Christmas, as the Christmas season draws near.  Advent coincides with the onset of the 
winter months, darker days, and the barrenness of the natural world.  Our liturgical environment should in some sense reflect 
this, with the barren birch trees and the glow of the violet Advent candles, the use of the plain wooden candle sticks, and the 
unassuming character of the silver metal of the chalices and other liturgical vessels.  All of this helps us to enter into that sea-
son of hoping and yearning for the One, “who fills [our] days with good things, so [our] youth is renewed like the ea-
gle’s” (Psalm 103:5) and who “restores to [us] the gladness of [His] salvation” (Psalm 51:12).   

As we journey through this beautiful season of awaiting the coming of the Lord, may our hearts be taught again to 
hope and may the visual reminders of the season’s barrenness speak to us of God’s mighty power: “And behold, Elizabeth, your 
relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be 
impossible for God” (Luke 1: 136-37). 
   
 

In Jesus and Mary, 
Fr. Michael 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Saturday, November 30 
 Vigil (First Sunday of Advent) 
 4:00PM—+Rick Wickham, by Liz and Walter Martin 
 

Sunday, December 1 (First Sunday of Advent) 
 8:30AM—+Norah Mills, by Deacon Ray 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Jacqueline Belleau (Birthday   
  Remembrance), by Gerard and Annette  
  Rondeau 
 

Monday, December 2 (Advent Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Memorial Enrollments 
 

Please visit catholicnh.org for local churches 
celebrating weekday Mass on Tuesday.  
 

Wednesday, December 4 (Saint John Damascene) 
 8:30AM—+Joshua J. Lariviere, by Barbara Battis 
 

Thursday, December 5 (Advent Weekday) 
 6:30PM—Good Health for Anne Gray, by the  
  Schofield family 
 

Friday, December 6 (Saint Nicholas) 
 8:30AM—+William Souza and Lucille Hebert, by  
  their daughter, Denny 
   

Saturday, December 7 (Saint Ambrose) 
 8:30AM—+Arthur Pease (Birthday Remembrance), 
   by his family 
 

 Vigil (Second Sunday of Advent) 
 4:00PM—+Doris Gill, by Paul and Claudette Roy 
 

Sunday, December 8 (Second Sunday of Advent) 
 8:30AM—+Martin F. Leonard, by his family 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Judy Dubowik, by Deacon Ray 
 

 
 

FUNDRAISING MEETING 
 

Our Fundraising Committee will be meeting on 
December 3 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 1 at our Parish 
Center. We’d love to have you join us by bringing us 
some new, creative, and fun ways of building 
community and in the process raising a few dollars for 
some of the extras around our parish. Remember, 
“Your talent is a gift from God; how you use that 
talent is your gift to God.” Please consider joining us. 
Questions: leohudon1@hotmail.com 

WINTER ADVISORY 
 

Please remember to check our Facebook page, 
website, and/or WMUR for activity updates, including 
the celebration of Holy Mass or other services and 
classes. The rule of thumb: if Hudson schools are 
closed, all parish activities are cancelled. 

DECEMBER 1, 2019 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH 
 

Sunday, December 1st 
 Religious Education-Group 1 and 2/10:30 Mass 
 Baptism Catechesis/RM 1 (12:15P) 
   

Monday, December 2nd 
 Homeschool Group/Hall B and RMs 1-4 (9:00A-

Noon) 
 Daughters of Eve/RM 1 (7:00P) 
 

Tuesday, December 3rd 
 Cub Scouts/Hall A (6:30-7:30P) 
 Boy Scouts/Hall B (7:00-8:30P) 
 Fundraising Meeting/RM 1 (6:30P) 
 Order of Christian Initiation/Office (7:00P) 
    

Wednesday, December 4th 
 Adoration/Chapel (5:30-8:15A and 1:00-3:00P—

early conclusion due to concert preparations) 
 Scripture Close Up/RM 1 (9:45A) 
 Staff Prayer/Emmaus Chapel (9:45-10:30A) 
 Kathy Troccoli—Go Light Your World/Church 

(7:00-8:30P—doors open at 6:15P)  
  

Thursday, December 5th 
 Parish Pastoral Council Meeting/RM 1 (7:00P) 
 

Friday, December 6th 

 Homeschool Virtue Program/ Hall B and RMs 1-4 
(9:30-11:00A) 

 Mom’s Group/RM 1 (9:00-11:00A)  
 First Friday Adoration/Chapel (9:00A-Midnight) 
 

Saturday, December 7th 

 Secular Carmelites (Advent Potluck)/RM 2 (8:00A
-Noon) 

 Knights of Columbus Christmas Party/Hall B 
(4:00-7:00P) 

 

Sunday, December 8th 
 Religious Education-Group 1/RMs 1-6 (10:00A-

Noon) 
 Religious Education Grades 7-10/RMs 1-3 and Hall 
 (4:30-6:00P)  
 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

In response to the many parishioners who have asked 
if there are changes to the Christmas Mass times this 
year, here is the full schedule to help you plan ahead: 

Tuesday, December 24th 
4:00 p.m. Vigil for the Mass of Christmas 
6:30 p.m. Vigil for the Mass of Christmas 
10:30 p.m. Christmas Mass during the Night (carols 
begin at 10:00 p.m.) 
 
Wednesday, December 25th 
10:30 a.m. Christmas Mass during the Day 

mailto:leohudon1@hotmail.com
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

RECEPTION OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 

 

As usual, during these winter months, the Eucharist 
will be available under both species. However, as al-
ways, we ask that if you are sick or have any symptoms 
(sore throat, cough, sneezing, fever), that you please 
refrain from receiving the Precious Blood. As Catholics, 
we believe that we receive Jesus, Body and Blood, Soul 
and Divinity, whether we receive under one species or 
both. Thank you for your understanding! 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES 
 

If you would like to memorialize any of the flowers that 
will decorate our church this Christmas, envelopes are 
available in the vestibule of the church. We are able to 
accept donations until Wednesday, December 18 for 
inclusion in the bulletin of December 22. Thank you! 
 

ADVENT PRAYER RESOURCES 
 

Please visit the Advent section of our website, 
stkathryns.org/pr, for prayer and renewal ideas for Ad-
vent, including Dynamic Catholic’s Best Advent Ever. 
Also, available in the back of the church this weekend 
are copies of an Advent prayer card, an Advent medita-
tion booklet for adults, and a children’s Advent booklet 
from All Saints Press. More information can be found 
on our Advent page. Please avail yourselves of these 
resources for spiritual growth this season! 
 

FAMILY PROMISE WISH LIST 
 

Family Promise/Anne Marie House on the grounds of 
Presentation of Mary Academy in Hudson is in need of 
some first aid supplies for their ten families. If you are 
able to donate any of the following items, please drop 
them off in the parish office by Wednesday, December 
11th. Thank you! 
 
Infant Tylenol/Ibuprofen/Pain and Fever Relief 
Children’s Tylenol/Ibuprofen/Pain and Fever Relief 
Adult Aspirin/Ibuprofen 
Antihistamines 
Adult and Children’s Pepto-Bismol 
Child Allergy Medicine 
Child Cough Medicine 
Teething Pain Relievers 
Alcohol & Peroxide 
Triple Antibiotic Ointment 
Ace Wraps + gauze + paper tape + ice packs 
Saline Solution/ Wound Wash 
Eye Wash 

ADVENT VESPERS 
 

We will sing Vespers each Sunday of Advent beginning 
on December 1st, at 4:00 p.m. in the church. The 
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed beginning at 3:00 
p.m. each Sunday during Advent. Please join us for 
some quiet time with the Lord! 
 

DEANERY ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 
 

On December 15th from 2:00-4:00 p.m., there will be a 
Penance Service at Saint Joseph Parish in Nashua. The 
service will be followed by the opportunity for individ-
ual confessions. Prepare the way of the Lord in your 
heart this Advent by celebrating the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation! 
 

UPCOMING CELEBRATIONS 
 

Our parish is blessed with two of our young religious 
women about to profess their perpetual vows. Sister 
Faustina Kolbe Burda DMN will be professed on Sun-
day, December 8, 2019, at 1:30 p.m. at Saint John the 
Baptist Parish, 44 School Street in Quincy, MA 02169.          
All are welcome to attend the church ceremony. You 
can mail your good wishes to Sister Faustina   at Saint 
Joseph of Nazareth Convent, 26 Phipps Street in 
Quincy, MA 02169. 
Next year, Sister Diane Dube pm will profess her final 
vows on Saturday, June 13, 2020 at 10:30 a.m., here at 
Saint Kathryn’s. Please save the date. Sister Dube’s ad-
dress is Marie-Joseph Retreat House, 10 Evans Road in 
Biddeford, ME 04005.  
Thank you for your continued support of Saint Kathry-
n’s vocations. 
 

PARISH TRIP TO SCOTLAND AND NORTHERN 

IRELAND, 2020 
 
The trip to Scotland and Northern Ireland is happening 

September 27 through October 9, 2020!  Brochures are 

available in the vestibule of the church. This 13 day trip 

includes 11 breakfasts and 6 dinners, roundtrip air fare 

from Logan, hotels, transfers, bus pick up and return 

from St. Kathryn parking lot.  The cost is $4,399/double 

(per person), $5,199/single and $4,349/triple (per per-

son).  Book before January 31st and save $150 per per-

son.  A deposit of $500 per person is required at time of 

reservation.  If you have any questions  e-mail Lauraine 

at memere6x@hotmail.com or see http://

gateway.gocollette.com/link/1000575. 

mailto:memere6x@hotmail.com
http://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1000575
http://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1000575
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BE A STAR 

 
The stars are here! As with last year, gifts and food for 
Christmas will be distributed to 75 families through 
our Be a Star Program. This effort, co-sponsored with 
the Food Pantry at Saint John’s, offers “stars” that list 
the needed gifts for children and adults as well as 
food items. We invite you to browse through them in 
the baskets at the Divine Mercy Shrine in the narthex 
after Mass this weekend. Please be sure to read what 
you or your children take and only take it if you are 
able to purchase the items. We are relying on you! 
There are differently priced items to fit your budget. 
Please return the items unwrapped and placed near 
the sanctuary trees no later than December 11th.  
Please note that there will be a second white star at-
tached to the yellow one asking for your name and 
telephone number. Please complete the information 
on the white card and deposit it in the appropriate 
basket. We can use some helpers to sort and arrange 
the items as they come in, especially in the final week 
before the distribution. Thank you! As a star led seek-
ers to find Christ in their midst, so we pray that our 
charity will help those we share with to find Christ’s 
care and presence in our outreach and caring.—Be a 
Star! 
 
 
 

LITURGICAL NOTES 
  

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

IS NOT a Holy Day of Obligation in 2019 
 
Since December 8, 2019, is the Second Sunday of 
Advent, the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
transferred to Monday, December 9, 2019. The 
obligation to attend Mass, however, does not 
transfer. The Optional Memorial of Saint Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin, December 9, is omitted this year.  
 

A New Marian Feast has been added to the Roman 
Calendar by decree of Pope Francis 

Our Lady of Loreto 
December 10 

optional memorial 
 

CHANGE IN WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

beginning December 3, 2019 
 
In order to assist Fr. Michael to have a regular day off, 
there will no longer be a weekday Mass celebrated on 
Tuesdays.  The Thursday evening Mass will be 
celebrated a half hour earlier at 6:30PM 
to accommodate any parish activities or events that 
may also be scheduled for the evening so there is no 
conflict of interest.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
will be available on Thursdays from 5:30PM to 6:15PM 
in addition to the regularly scheduled opportunities 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturdays from 
9:15AM to 10:00AM and again from 3:00PM to 3:45PM. 

 

PARISH PAGE-TURNERS: LETTER TO A 

SUFFERING CHURCH 

 
Our second Parish Page-Turners book discussion 
series will take place in January. If you are one of the 
hundreds of parishioners who picked up a 
complimentary copy of Bishop Robert Barron’s Letter 
to a Suffering Church in the back of the church 
recently, this discussion is for you—or for anyone else 
who has read the book! Join Bill Maniotis in Hall B on 
Saturday, January 4th from 9:30-10:45A and again on 
January 18th at the same time and place to discuss 
Bishop Barron’s letter on the sexual abuse scandal in 
the Church. Please register online at stkathryns.org/
ppt, read the book, and join the conversation  in 
January. 

DECEMBER 1, 2019 
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On the first Wednesday of each 

month, join with Sister Margaret in 

Room 1 for an hour of reflection on 

the readings for the upcoming 

Sunday. You don’t need to be a 

Scripture scholar or even have to worry about giving 

a “right answer.” This is an opportunity to read the 

Scriptures, pray with them, and then share (if you’re 

comfortable) what these Scriptures mean to you in 

your life. The Scriptures speak to us all differently, so 

how is God speaking to you at this time? Please drop 

in on December 4th from 9:15-10:15 a.m. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED 
 

Are you interested in becoming a lector or 

Eucharistic minister? Lectors and EMs must have 

received all sacraments of initiation and, if married, 

be married in the Church. Please contact the parish 

office! 

RETIREMENT FOR RELIGIOUS 
 

Next weekend, we take up the Retirement for 

Religious collection. Baskets will be available in 

church to receive your donations to thank the sisters 

who have dedicated their lives in service to the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE: CELEBRATION OF 

MARRIAGE DANCE 
 

Our annual Celebration of Marriage Dance will take 

place on February 8th from 7:00-10:00 p.m. in the 

Parish Hall. More information to follow, but save the 

date! And get your dancing shoes ready! 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 

The new offertory envelopes will be available to be 
picked up from November 30-December 15 in the 
church. After December 15, the envelopes will be 
moved to the parish office. Remember that if you 
haven’t picked up envelopes in the past year, the 
number will be given to someone else. Also, several 
parents of young children have requested “children’s 
envelopes.” These envelopes will be available during 
the same time. Introduce your children to the idea of 
“giving” to the church. Even if it’s only a penny or 
nickel from their piggy banks, their gift will help 
support the church and its programs.  
 

HOLY HOUR ON DECEMBER 11 
 

The Advent Season is upon us 
and the hustle and bustle in 
preparation for Christmas will 
be at times quite stressful.   
If you need a break from all of 
these goings on, the Knights of 
Columbus will be sponsoring a 
Holy Hour which will be held at 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 11, in the transept 
chapel for the men of Saint Kathryn’s Parish. 
This Holy Hour in intended to encourage a deep 
personal encounter with God. The Holy Hour's 
primary objective is that all in attendance will grow 
closer in faith through a prayerful interaction with the 
Eucharist and with each other.  Please note that this is 
not Mass, it is a totally separate service. 
Aspects of the Holy Hour will include: 
 Rosary 
 Litanies 
 Reflections 
   Particular intentions 
Please take time out of your busy days to make time 

for your Lord and Savior. 

REFLECTING GOD’S GENEROSITY TO US 
 
Offertory November 16-17:  $  6,712.70 
Online giving:    $  3,503.00 
Total:     $ 10,215.70 
 
Our monthly budget is $ 11,900.00 

 
Due to an early publishing deadline, the offertory for 
November 23-24 will be printed in the December 8th 

bulletin. 

BLACK MADONNA SHRINE 
Intentions of Sister Faustina Kolbe Burda 

by her mother 

 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY SHRINE 
For a Special Intention 

 

DIVINE MERCY SHRINE 
Intentions of Sister Faustina Kolbe Burda 

by her mother 

 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
 

+Doris Gill 
by Paul and Claudette Roy 
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SAINT KATHRYN PARISH 

4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church Store: 603.595.4463 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Michael R. Monette, Pastor     fr.michael@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Director of Religious Education sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Tina Decoeur, Religious Education Secretary   tina.decoeur@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     book72worm@aol.com 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Rick Balboni, Grounds Manager/Religious Goods Store Manager rick.balboni@stkathryns.org 

Greg Chagnon, Facilities Manager    greg.chagnon@stkathryns.org  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

SAINT KATHRYN RELIGIOUS GOODS 
Our religious goods store is located in the back of the parish office building and has its own parking. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Saturday     9:00 a.m.—Noon 

Friday and Sunday    Closed 

603.595.4463 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:30 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Thursday: 5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Ray in the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please 

refer to the marriage policy as found on the parish website. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish office. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change in the 

person’s condition. The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 
 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
We invite you to use our church, the transept chapel, or the Emmaus Chapel (in the office building) for personal prayer. Our sacred 
spaces are open daily from 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (closed Saturday after the 4:00 p.m. Mass).  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or frequent 

- we’re glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy Mass to get 

the process underway! 
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ST. KATHRYN PARISH 
HUDSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
03-0779 
December 1, 2019 – Week 1 


