
1 

4 Dracut Road, Hudson, NH 03051 • Tel (603) 882-7793 • Fax (603) 595-1465 



2 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

22 December 2019 
 

God Alone! 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 The Last Sunday of Advent has always had a special focus on the Blessed Mother for it is Mary through 
whom and by whom we will receive God’s Son in a special way at Christmas, and as I thought about what I wanted 
to reflect with you in this Christmas letter, it would be this: Mary reveals to us that our God is a God of surprises 
and wonder! 
 I have only to think of our Lady’s own lived experience.  She, of all women, was chosen to be the Mother of 
the Lord and the Lord would accomplish his Incarnation in a special way through her.  The angel announces that to 
show forth the power of God to use her to accomplish his plan is proven through the childbearing of her cousin 
Elizabeth.  As the angel said to her, “nothing will be impossible for God” (Lk. 1:37).  Even as we listen to the Gospel 
from the Mass on this fourth Sunday of Advent, one must wonder what was going through Mary’s mind when she 
returned from the home of Elizabeth.  How would she be able to convince her betrothed that he too had been cho-
sen by the Lord to accomplish God’s plan and that the child which she was carrying was truly the Son of God?  Yet, 
God had everything arranged and prepared and He would let Joseph know of his Divine appointment in the proper 
time by the voice of the same archangel: “Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 
home” (Mt. 1:20).  Again, and again, God acts beyond our ability to comprehend and He reveals Himself as truly the 
God of wonders and surprises.  Imagine Mary’s reaction when Joseph went back to tell her that, yes, he believed 
her: she truly was the Mother of the Messiah. 
 A few weeks ago, we celebrated the beautiful feast of our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12th.  When Mary 
appeared to Juan Diego on December 9, 1531, she asked him to go and request of the bishop that a chapel be con-
structed on that very site where she was speaking with him.  He of course became discouraged because the bishop 
would not believe him.  Juan Diego told our Lady that the bishop wanted a sign that she truly was the Mother of 
God who was appearing.  Mary told Juan Diego to go to the summit of the hill of Tepeyac and pick the Castilian 
roses which were blooming, even though it was not the season for them to be blooming.  When he gathered them 
up and placed them in his mantle, he must have thought that the bishop would now have to believe him because of 
the roses.  However, when he came to the bishop and unfolded his mantle to reveal the flowers, the image of Mary, 
as she was seen by Juan Diego, was miraculously imprinted on his tilma.  Who would have expected such a Divine 
intervention?  If we have the opportunity to read about the miraculous image of our Lady of Guadalupe, we will 
realize that nothing can explain its creation or its ability to survive even to this day.  All the miraculous features of 
the image itself, though observable, are beyond human understanding.  What our Lady teaches us through her ap-
parition in Mexico is that, like Juan Diego, we may think that God will act in a certain way, but then He does some-
thing greater that supersedes our expectations.  It would not be the miraculous roses that would convince the bish-
op of the authenticity of the apparitions, Mary provided her very own selfie, to borrow an expression of the modern 
day. 
 So, as we approach Christmas, it is my hope that each of us will come to know the wonder of our good God.  
He indeed is the God of surprises, and the Scriptures bear witness to this over and over again.  May we be open to 
the many ways that God is acting in our lives, even when we may not expect it, even when we may not see the 
movement of his grace.  God is at work!  That God would become a tiny child and allow Himself to become de-
pendent on a human being for His care and safety is reason enough to be astonished.  May He reveal to you all the 
good things He is doing in your midst! 
 As I celebrate my first Christmas with all of you, I want you to know how deeply grateful I am for all of you, 
even as I continue to learn and try to remember all of your names; thank you for your patience with me.  I am 
thankful for your love, support, and your deep and abiding faith.  They witness to me of the power of God and His 
wonder and might.  In the few short months that I have been with you, you have strengthened and renewed me in 
my faith and priestly life and ministry.  I ask God, through the intercession of his Son’s mother, to bless you in great 
abundance this Christmas and every day.  Warmest Christmas blessings from the depth of my heart to each of you 
and your loved ones during this most holy season.  Merry Christmas! 

In Jesus and Mary, 
Fr. Michael 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 Vigil (Fourth Sunday of Advent) 
 4:00PM—+Thomas Malone, by his wife, Joan Malone 
 

Sunday, December 22 (Fourth Sunday of Advent) 
 8:30AM—+Robert Plante, by his friends at Mass  
  Design 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Seraphine Adams, by the Adams Family 
 

Monday, December 23 (Advent Weekday) 
 8:30AM—Birthday Blessings for Paul Schofield, 
  by the Schofield Family 
 

Tuesday, December 24 (Vigil: The Nativity of the 
 Lord) 
 4:00PM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—For the People of the Parish 
 

Wednesday, December 25 (The Nativity of the 
 Lord) 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
  

Thursday, December 26 (Saint Stephen) 
 6:30PM—+Joseph Tru Do, by his family 
 

Friday, December 27 (Saint John) 
 8:30AM—+Joseph Tru Do, by his family 
   

Saturday, December 28 (The Holy Innocents) 
 8:30AM—+Joseph Tru Do, by his family 
 

 Vigil (The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and  
 Joseph) 
 4:00PM—+Louise and Arthur Leary, by Kathy and  
  Urs 
 

Sunday, December 29 (The Holy Family of Jesus, 
 Mary and Joseph) 
 8:30AM—+Pantaleon Yuds, by his family 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—Emily Magri (95th Birthday), by Suzanne  
  Burda 
 

 

WINTER ADVISORY 
 

Please remember to check our Facebook page, 
website, and/or WMUR for activity updates on days of 
inclement weather, including the celebration of Holy 
Mass or other services and classes. The rule of thumb: 
if Hudson schools are closed, all parish activities are 
cancelled. 

DECEMBER 22, 2019 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH 
 

Sunday, December 22nd 
 Religious Education, Group 1/RMs 1-6 (10:00A-
 Noon) 
   

Monday, December 23rd 
 The Parish Office and Store will close at noon for 
 Christmas break and reopen at 9:00 a.m. on 
 Monday, December 30th. 
 
 

 

 

VOCATIONS 
 
“When Joseph awoke he did as the angel of the Lord 
directed him.” Are you prayerfully vigilant about 
discovering your vocation in Christ? Might He be 
inviting you to the priesthood or consecrated life? 
Call Father Matthew Mason 663-0132, or write: 
mmason@rcbm.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday, December 24th 
4:00 p.m. 

Vigil for the Mass of Christmas 
6:30 p.m. 

Vigil for the Mass of Christmas 
10:30 p.m. 

Christmas Mass during the Night 
(carols begin at 10:00 p.m.) 

 
Wednesday, December 25th 

10:30 a.m. 
Christmas Mass during the Day 

REFLECTING GOD’S GENEROSITY TO US 
 

Due to an early publishing deadline, the offertory for 
December 14-15 will be published in the next bulletin. 

 
Our weekly budget is $ 11,900.00. 
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TRAINING FOR ALL EXTRAORDINARY 

MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

A training session for all Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, both current and new, will take 
place in the church on Thursday, January 23, at 7:00 
p.m. Whether you have been an EM for years or you 
are considering joining this ministry for the first 
time, this training session is required. All EMs must 
have made all Sacraments of Initiation and, if mar-
ried, be married in the Catholic Church. If you are 
discerning joining this ministry, please speak with 
Deacon Ray before December 27th. 

 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES AND INITIAL 

OFFERING 
 

After being available in the church for several week-
ends, the 2020 offertory envelope boxes are now lo-
cated in the parish office. If you have not yet picked 
up your envelopes, we are open Monday—Thursday, 
9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. (closed noon—1:00 p.m.). 
If you use our envelope system, please carefully fill 
out the contact information on your Initial Offering 
envelope and place it in the basket with your regular 
offertory at the beginning of the year. We ask that all 
envelope users complete the Initial Offering envelope 
fully, as we use this envelope to verify that we have 
the correct contact information and envelope num-
ber for you in our database. This is especially im-
portant if you have had a change of address. Thank 
you! 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

Tired of trying to remember to bring that offertory 
envelope to Mass every weekend? Sick of writing 
checks or making a trip to the ATM for cash before 
coming to church? Visit stkathryns.org/donate to 
sign up for online giving and make your offertory giv-
ing automatic! You can sign up to have a gift trans-
ferred from your bank account weekly, monthly, or 
however you prefer. You can also donate to special 
collections online. It doesn’t get more convenient 
than that! 

BAZAAR 2019 FINAL NUMBERS! 
 

The expenses have 
all been factored 
out, the credit card 
sales have been 
factored in, and the 
numbers have all 
been crunched. 
Congratulations to 

everyone on raising and netting for the parish a total 

of $43,549.80 for our Building and Grounds fund! 

Once again, we grossed over $50,000, and, once again, 
as we’ve been able to say for the past several years: 
this was our most successful bazaar to date! 
We cannot thank everyone enough for the hundreds 
and hundreds of prize donations, baked goods, Grand 
Raffle ticket pre-sales, the hours given in preparation 
and in service before and during the weekend of the 
bazaar, the help in getting the word out to the wider 
community, and your love for the parish which was so 
evident in all you did to pull together for our 26th 
Christmas Bazaar and Penny Sale. With one great 
Bazaar Committee and volunteer army after another, 
year after year, we have gained the reputation of being 
the best bazaar in the region; we are told over and 
over by visitors that there is no other bazaar like ours. 
And every year, through your love of Christ and the 
astounding generosity that springs from Him, we live 
up to that reputation. 
Thank you, and congratulations! 

 

PARISH PAGE-TURNERS: LETTER TO A 

SUFFERING CHURCH 

 
Our second Parish Page-Turners 
book discussion series will take 
place in January. If you are one 
of the hundreds of parishioners 
who picked up a complimentary 
copy of Bishop Robert Barron’s 
Letter to a Suffering Church in 
the back of the church recently, 
this discussion is for you—or for 
anyone else who has read the 
book! Join Bill Maniotis in Hall 
B on Saturday, January 4th from 

9:30-10:45A and again on January 18th at the same time 
and place to discuss Bishop Barron’s letter on the 
sexual abuse scandal in the Church. Please register 
online at stkathryns.org/ppt, read the book, and join 
the conversation  in January. 

DECEMBER 22, 2019 

stkathryns.org/donate
stkathryns.org/ppt
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

FORMED 
 

We have renewed our subscription to FORMED once 
again as a Christmas present to the parish! Why not 
take advantage of this great resource? 
FORMED has a wealth of Bible Studies, movies, and 
children’s activities. Read weekly meditations on the 
Sunday Scriptures, and listen to audio while you’re 
traveling. You’ll hear top speakers like Archbishop Ful-
ton Sheen and Dr. Scott Hahn, and many stories and 
videos written for children. Simply visit formed.org and 
use our parish code, 748649, to enter. You will experi-
ence a whole world of Catholicism. Don’t waste this 
wonderful opportunity! 

 

RECEPTION OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 

 

If you are sick, please refrain from receiving the Pre-
cious Blood until symptoms (sore throat, cough, sneez-
ing, fever, etc.) disappear. As Catholics, we believe that 
we receive Jesus, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity, 
whether we receive under one species or both. Thank 
you for your understanding! 

 

SISTER MARIA MECHTILDE 

 
Sr. Maria Mechtilde Ainley, 
OSB, parishioner of St. 
Kathryn Parish, and 
daughter of David and 
Mary Ainley, will be mak-
ing her simple profession 
of vows on January 17th at 
St. Scholastica Priory in 
Petersham, MA during the 
daily conventual Mass at 
9:30AM. (Attendance is 
limited to four spaces, so 
please contact Fr. Michael 
at 
fr.michael@stkathryns.org, 

if you would like to attend.) Benedictine nuns profess 
vows of obedience, stability, and conversatio morum, a 
vow to live more like Christ, which includes poverty 
and chastity as well. She will be given a black veil and 
join the ranks of the junior nuns in formation. In five 
or six years she will then make solemn profession. She 
assures us all of her prayers for the parish community. 
Please continue to pray for her as she seeks God in 
cloistered monastic life.  
 

SAINT KATHRYN RELIGIOUS GOODS 

Our Big Final Christmas Gift Alert for 2019! 
 
After the bazaar we will be the first to admit that if you 
came into the store the following week and looked at 
our circular display for Bliss medals and crucifixes next 
to the checkout in the store it would have looked a bit 
sparse! And that’s a good thing! Why? Because we had 
a tremendous response to the selection and quality 
during the two days of the Bazaar. It seems like that’s 
all we kept doing was opening the display to sell anoth-
er medal. 
By the time you read this our store display will be com-
pletely refilled with updated and new merchandise. 
That’s almost 300 choices for medals and crucifix neck-
laces! We have touted their quality since day one four 
years ago. If you are looking for something high quality 
that will be a lasting gift (lifetime warranty!) we’ve got 
you covered! And that doesn’t take into account rosar-
ies, bracelets, awesome books, and many, many gift 
ideas. 
 

CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE DANCE 
 

Our annual Celebration of Marriage Dance will take 
place on February 8th from 7:00-10:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall. More information to follow, but save the date! 
And get your dancing shoes ready! 

ADVENT VESPERS 
 

We will sing Vespers each Sunday of Advent at 4:00 
p.m. in the church. The Blessed Sacrament will be ex-
posed beginning at 3:00 p.m. each Sunday during Ad-
vent. Please join us for some quiet time with the Lord! 
 

PARISH TRIP TO SCOTLAND AND NORTHERN 

IRELAND, 2020 
 
The trip to Scotland and Northern Ireland is happening 
September 27 through October 9, 2020!  Brochures are 
available in the vestibule of the church. This 13 day trip 
includes 11 breakfasts and 6 dinners, roundtrip air fare 
from Logan, hotels, transfers, bus pick up and return 
from St. Kathryn parking lot.  The cost is $4,399/double 
(per person), $5,199/single and $4,349/triple (per per-
son).  Book before January 31st and save $150 per per-
son.  A deposit of $500 per person is required at time of 
reservation.  If you have any questions  e-mail Lauraine 
at memere6x@hotmail.com or see http://
gateway.gocollette.com/link/1000575. 

 

mailto:fr.michael@stkathryns.org
mailto:memere6x@hotmail.com
http://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1000575
http://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1000575
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SAINT KATHRYN PARISH 

4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church Store: 603.595.4463 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Michael R. Monette, Pastor     fr.michael@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Director of Religious Education sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Tina Decoeur, Religious Education Secretary   tina.decoeur@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     book72worm@aol.com 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Rick Balboni, Grounds Manager/Religious Goods Store Manager rick.balboni@stkathryns.org 

Greg Chagnon, Facilities Manager    greg.chagnon@stkathryns.org  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

SAINT KATHRYN RELIGIOUS GOODS 
Our religious goods store is located in the back of the parish office building and has its own parking. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Saturday     9:00 a.m.—Noon 

Friday and Sunday    Closed 

603.595.4463 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:30 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Thursday: 5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Ray in the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please 

refer to the marriage policy as found on the parish website. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish office. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change in the 

person’s condition. The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 
 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
We invite you to use our church, the transept chapel, or the Emmaus Chapel (in the office building) for personal prayer. Our sacred 
spaces are open daily from 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (closed Saturday after the 4:00 p.m. Mass).  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or frequent 

- we’re glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy Mass to get 

the process underway! 
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ST. KATHRYN PARISH 
HUDSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
03-0779 
December 22, 2019 – Week 4 


