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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

13 December 2020 
 

God Alone! 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the firmament 
proclaims the work of his hands.  Day unto day pours 
forth speech; the firmament proclaims the works of his 
hands” (Ps. 19:1-2).  It should be no surprise to us that 
God leaves us signs of His presence in creation be-
cause all of creation is permeated with His presence.  
God sustains everything that comes into being 
through His only begotten Son Jesus Christ.  Again, 
John records in his Gospel, “All things came to be 
through him, and without him, nothing came to be” (Jn. 
1:3). 
A perfect instance of this was observed in the night sky 
around 3-2BC.  It was observed that the King Planet 
Jupiter and the star Regulus (King Star) formed a triple 
conjunction in the nighttime sky.  In other words, Jupi-

ter passed Regulus, then reversed its course, and passed Regulus again, and reversed course a final time to pass Regulus 
a third time.  To an astronomer, it would have looked like the King Planet was forming a halo around the King Star.  Then 
the King planet proceeded to form a conjunction with the Mother plant Venus.  In this instance, the planets would have 
come so close together that they could not be distinguished separately, and each planet contributed its brightness to 
form what would have looked like a very bright star.  All of this would have taken place around the time of Christ’s birth.  I 
mentioned last Advent the research of F.A. Larson, who produced a DVD documentary on this phenomenon entitled, The 
Star of Bethlehem.  He produced another DVD last year exploring the evidence of the earthquake recorded in Scripture 
at the time of Christ’s death, entitled The Christ Quake.  If you have not had the opportunity to see The Star of Bethlehem, 
I would highly recommend viewing it during this season of Advent, as we get ready for the birth of Christ at Christmas.  

So why bring this up again this year?  Interestingly enough, a similar occurrence is about to happen in the night 
sky between the 16th and the 25th of December.  Another conjunction of planets will occur in the nighttime sky and will be 
visible to any observer.  In particular, on the day of the winter solstice, December 21st, the planets of Jupiter and Saturn 
will form a conjunction, which will make them appear to be as a single bright star.  As it reports on the NASA website, 
“This event is called a "great conjunction." These occur every 20 years this century as the orbits of Earth, Jupiter, and Sat-
urn periodically align making these two outer planets appear close together in our nighttime sky. Even so, this is the 
"greatest" great conjunction between Jupiter and Saturn for the next 60 years, with the two planets not appearing this 
close in the sky until 2080.”  As others have reported, “It’ll be the first Jupiter-Saturn conjunction since the year 2000, and 
the closest Jupiter-Saturn conjunction since 1623, only 14 years after Galileo made his first telescope. However, that con-
junction was only 13 degrees east of the sun (closely following the sun at sunset), and it is considered unlikely that it was 
noticed by many. The closest observable Jupiter-Saturn conjunction before that was as long ago as during medieval times, 
in 1226! At their closest in December, Jupiter and Saturn will be only 0.1 degree apart. That’s just 1/5 of a full moon diam-
eter” (Deborah Byrd and Bruce McClure, www.earthsky.org). 

As far as natural events go, planetary conjunctions have happened in the past, and will occur in the future.  How-
ever, what I find particularly interesting about this celestial event is its timing.  This conjunction occurs on the shortest day 
of the year, when it is darker longer than it is light during the course of the day.  So, on the “darkest” day of the year, a 
bright light will appear in the sky.  As we celebrate the Advent season, we recall that in the time of man ’s darkest moment 
in history, God’s light appeared in our lives, God’s son entered the world as our salvation.  This conjunction also appears 
during the late days of the Advent season.  With all that has transpired in the past year, it might seem to be pretty dark in 
the world.  However, God reminds us that His light and His grace are more powerful than any darkness.  A couple of 
months ago in a homily, I spoke on the life of Corrie Ten Boom who authored The Hiding Place.  Of her many often-
quoted sayings, two are particularly poignant, “There is no pit so deep that God’s love is not deeper still” and “Jesus is 
Victor.”  On this third Sunday of Advent, we celebrate the joy of Christ’s nearness to us.  Jesus’ birth is the ultimate sign in 
the midst of the world’s darkness that reminds us that God is ever victorious.  It is the reason for our hope! 

So, look up to the heavens this Advent in the southwestern sky shortly after sunset, for the Lord “gives power to 
the faint, abundant strength to the weak. Though young men faint and grow weary, and youths stagger and fall, they that 
hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will soar on eagle’s wings; they will run and not grow weary, walk and not 
grow faint” (Isaiah 40: 29-31). 

In Jesus and Mary, 
Fr. Michael 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1623
https://whenthecurveslineup.com/2020/02/20/1623-the-great-conjunction-of-jupiter-and-saturn/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1226
http://www.fortworthastro.com/beginner1.html
http://www.earthsky.org
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 
 Vigil (The Third Sunday of Advent) 
 4:00PM—+The Palaski Family, by +Elaine Palaski 
 
Sunday, December 13 (The Third Sunday of 
 Advent) 
 8:30AM—40th Wedding Anniversary Blessings for  
  Sharon Felton and Fred Brough 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish  
 6:30PM—+Norah Mills, by her family 
 
Monday, December 14 (Saint John of the Cross) 
 8:30AM—+Janet Estes, by Saint Kathryn Parish 
 
Wednesday, December 16 (Advent Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Reginald Dagasse (1st Anniversary), by  
  his wife, Diane 
 
Thursday, December 17 (Advent Weekday) 
 6:30PM—+All Souls 
 
Friday, December 18 (Advent Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Joseph Tru Do, by his family 
 
Saturday, December 19 (Advent Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Pantaleon Yuds, by his family 
 
 Vigil (The Fourth Sunday of Advent) 
 4:00PM—+Thomas Malone, by his wife, Joan 
 
Sunday, December 20 (The Fourth Sunday of 
 Advent) 
 8:30AM—+Jerry Migneault, by Deacon Ray 
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish  
 6:30PM—The Rondeau and Bernier Families, by the 
  family 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES Holy Mass will be 

celebrated at 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 24th and at midnight and 10:30 a.m. on 
December 25th. Due to the need for social 
distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic, those 
planning to attend Mass on Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day must register ahead of time. Please 
visit our website, stkathryns.org, to RSVP today! For 
those unable to attend, please join us from home 
by viewing the Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m. livestream 
on our website. Have a safe and healthy Advent and 
Christmas!  

 

DECEMBER 13, 2020 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH 
 
Sunday, December 13th 

 Religious Education, Group 2/Parish Hall and 
Rooms (10:00A-noon) 

  
Tuesday, December 15th 
 Cub Scouts/Parish Hall (6:00-7:00P) 
 Boy Scouts/Parish Hall (6:30-8:00P) 
 
Wednesday, December 16th 

 Adoration/Church (5:30-8:15A and 9:15A-7:00P) 
 Staff Meeting/Parish Office (9:45-10:30A) 
 K of C Planning Meeting/RM 3 (7:00P) 
  
Thursday, December 17th  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation/Church (5:30-6:15P) 
 
Friday, December 18th 

 Crèche and Church Christmas Decorating/Church 
(after 8:30 a.m. Mass) 

 Quintal-LaFortune Wedding Rehearsal/Church 
(5:00P) 

 
Saturday, December 19th 
 Rosary/Church (8:00A) 
 Be a Star Distribution Day/Hall and Parking Lot 

(8:00A-noon) 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation/Church (9:15-10:00A 

and 3:00-3:45P) 
 Quintal-LaFortune Wedding/Church (1:00P) 
 
Sunday, December 20th 

 Religious Education, Group 1/Parish Hall and 
Rooms (10:00A-noon) 

 Blessing of the Bambinos/Church (during 10:30A 
Mass) 

 
 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION This weekend, we take 

up the 
Retirement Fund 
for Religious 
collection. This 
collection 
supports retired 
religious sisters 
and brothers 
through grants 
to religious 
communities in 

NH and around the United States. 
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA DAY Hudson 

Cemeteries will participate with more than 2,100 
other locations in the national Wreaths Across 
America Day on Saturday, December 19th. 

The goal for Hudson, NH Cemeteries is to raise 
enough funds to place 400 veterans’ wreaths on the 
headstones of local heroes laid to rest in eight 
Hudson cemeteries to ensure that the individuals 
who served to protect the freedoms of our country 

never be forgotten and to bring the community 
together in patriotic commemoration. 

Those interested in sponsoring a wreath for Hudson, 
NH cemeteries are invited to visit https://
wreathsacrossamerica.org/NH0024, or contact WAA
-Hudson NH Location Coordinator Christina Madden 
at jmadden23w@comcast.net. 
 

TIME TO DECORATE! We will be changing the 

church décor over to the Christmas season on 
Friday, December 18th after the morning Mass. There 
will be two decorating teams, one for the crèche and 
one for the church and Christmas trees. Are you able 
to help out? If so, please join us after Mass on 
December 18th! There are tasks for all ages, and 
many hands make light work! 
 

VOCATIONS “The One who calls you is faithful.” 

Will you be faithful to His call? If God may be inviting 
you to be a priest or consecrated religious, call 
Father Matthew Mason at 603.663.0132, or write: 
mmason@rcbm.org. 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHRISTMAS BASKET 

RAFFLE Wouldn't it be great if you could spend 

only $5 for a full-course Christmas dinner that could 
be yours? All the ingredients for a scrumptious 
Christmas meal, wrapped up in a beautiful basket, 
including a full-size turkey! Knights of Columbus 
Council 5162 will be holding a Christmas Basket 
Raffle. Tickets will be on sale after Masses starting 
Nov 7 and ending Dec 13, for the low cost of $5 for 
one ticket or the steal of a cost of $12 for 3 tickets. 
The drawing will be December 20 for 3 baskets to 3 
lucky winners.  Please see Knights at the back of the 
church after each Mass to purchase your chances. 
Winners will be called or emailed to notify them of 
their winning. Thank you for your support! K of C 
Council 5162 
 

BLESSING OF THE BAMBINOS Please bring the 

baby Jesus from your nativity scene to 10:30 a.m. 
Mass on December 20th for a special blessing!  

SAINT KATHRYN RELIGIOUS GOODS  We have 

had a number of calls to the store wanting to know if 
we have any Sunday Missals available for purchase, 
as there are none currently in the pews due to the 
virus guidelines. 
We have purchased a small quantity of them and 
have them in the store.  As we understand it from 
our vendor we have access to more if we sell what 
we currently have in stock. 
Our current ones measure 4x6 inches so they will fit 
in a pocket or a purse just fine. They are for the year 
2021 and have a Mass calendar, some hymns, and 
the readings for daily and weekend Masses. They 
are $4.00 each. 
In other news, this Monday, December 14th, marks 

the five year anniversary of the 
blessing and opening of Saint 
Kathryn Religious Goods! 
Thank you to all of our 
volunteers and patrons these 
past five years, and thank you 
in advance to those visiting us 
in the future! Because of you 
this outreach ministry has taken 

off and reached many hearts with our Catholic faith. 
We will hold a special anniversary sale in the month 
of January, so stay tuned to the bulletin for more 
information to come. 
 

ADORATION  We are in need of a volunteer to 

cover the 2:00-3:00 p.m. weekly Wednesday 
adoration time slot. If you are available, please call 
Charlene in the parish office at 603.882.7793, ext. 
10. 
 

FORMED.ORG Merry early Christmas! We have 

renewed our parish subscription to formed.org. Why 
not take advantage of this great resource? Formed 
has a wealth of Bible studies, movies, and even 
children’s activities. Read weekly meditations and 
listen to audio while you’re traveling. You’ll hear top 
speakers like Archbishop Fulton Sheen and Dr. Scott 
Hahn, and also many stories and videos written for 
children. Simply visit formed.org and use our parish 
code, 748649, to enter. Enjoy! 

REFLECTING GOD’S GENEROSITY TO US 
 
Due to an early publishing deadline, the offertory for 

December 5-6 will be printed in the next bulletin. 
 
Our weekly parish budget is $11,900.00. 

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/NH0024
https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/NH0024
mailto:jmadden23w@comcast.net
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SAINT KATHRYN PARISH 

4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church Store: 603.595.4463 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Michael R. Monette, Pastor     fr.michael@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Director of Religious Education sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Tina Decoeur, Religious Education Secretary   tina.decoeur@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     book72worm@aol.com 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Rick Balboni, Religious Goods Store Manager   rick.balboni@stkathryns.org 

Greg Chagnon, Facilities Manager    greg.chagnon@stkathryns.org  

Pat Grenier, Custodial Assistant     grenierpat@hotmail.com 

Christopher Maynard, ANMSM, Staff Organist   music.saintpatricksmilford@gmail.com 

Jeanette Cassidy, Safe Environment Coordinator    jnet62@comcast.net 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

SAINT KATHRYN RELIGIOUS GOODS 
603.595.4463 

Our religious goods store is located in the back of the parish office building and has its own parking. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 9:00 a.m.—Noon 

Friday and Sunday    Closed 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m. (also livestreamed on our website); 6:30 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Thursday: 5:30-6:15 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact Deacon Ray in the 

parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please refer to the 

marriage policy as found on the parish website. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish office. The 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change in the person’s condition. 

The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 

 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
We invite you to use our church, the transept chapel, or the Emmaus Chapel (in the office building) for personal prayer. Our sacred 

spaces are open daily from 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. (closed Saturday after the 4:00 p.m. Mass).  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or frequent - we’re 

glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy Mass to get the process underway! 
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