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Message from the Regent

Merry Christmas Everyone.
Time has flown by.  It seems like our Installation Ceremony was just 
yesterday.  It’s been a whirlwind.  The Board has been working diligently to 
serve you and our community in the spirit of our theme, Talents:  Recognize, 
Share, Inspire.  We are thrilled eight members joined Our Court so far this 
year!  I know they have many talents to share.  As our numbers grow our 
Court becomes stronger.  It was evident at our CDA Sunday Mass in Oct.  It 
was wonderful to see so many Sisters celebrating the liturgy together.  We’ll 
have a larger room next year for our reception! 

We’ve introduced quite a few initiatives and we appreciate your support.  
The changes will make it easier for everyone in the long run.  Now that the 
Board has our routine business practices down, we’ll be able to focus on the 
actions that make a difference to others.  

The work you did to identify our Goals and Objectives was invaluable.  We 
know it is impossible to be everywhere and do everything.  It is essential to 
know what is most to the members of the Court.  It will guide our way ahead 
and focus our efforts and energy.  



Message from the Regent Cont…..

Multiple members shared their desire to have an activity that family members can participate in.  I’m excited to share in the 
spring we will partner with a major corporation, Zachry Construction Corporation on a project at Seton Home.

I’m also happy to say I had the opportunity to visit with Catholic Charities, the Daughters of Charity, Guadalupe Home, the 
Guadalupe Center, Saint PJs, Seton Home and Threads of Love.  Each visit opened my eyes and heart to the great needs in our 
community and the wonderful people who toil everyday for those less fortunate than us.  These visits underscored the 
importance of our volunteer and service efforts.  There are many other organizations and activities that Sisters are 
supporting.  I’m working on gathering these volunteer and service opportunities to post to our website.  

As we look to the new year, we hope the January Retreat will provide the spiritual pause to set our path through 2019.  We 
are grateful for all you’ve done and what you mean to our Court.   Remember what is truly important is not the number of 
meetings you attend or the number of activities you participate in, but that you do what you can, when you can!

“May the joy of Christmas and the peace which the Birth of our Savior brings into the world be in your hearts forever.”  Saint
Pope John Paul II

Debbie

I will establish my covenant with you.  Genesis 9:11                                                                                                                        Page 2  

Court Members attended Mass & Reception 
for 

Newly Elected CDA National Regent
Olga Samaniego from El Paso, Texas

September 15, 2018

Olga Samaniego National Regent, El Paso, TX
Sherry Nilles Sheldon, Iowa
Vickie Feist, First Vice National Regent, Pierre,

South Dacota
Emily Guildherme, Second Vice National 

Regent, Corona, CA
Susan Moné, National Secretary-Treasurer,

Meza, Arizona
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In celebration of St. Francis of Assisi, on October 4th, several CDA 

Court members had their furry pets blessed by Father Daniel or 

Father Michael. 

Barbara Nasis Lina Ramirez                       Carol Short

On October 15, 2018 Court Regent Debbie 
Caraway, presented a donation check to Catholic 
Charities for the Little Pumpkins Palooza 
Halloween Party at the Guadalupe Community 
Center. Costumes were also donated.  L-R Anne 
Kippax, Stephanie Vorpahl, Coordinator,  Debbie 
Caraway, Regent, and Tracy Ladgenski, Vice 
President of Mission Advancement

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE

Co-Chairs:  Margie Mallory (email amallory4@yahoo.com)
Rose Narvaez (email rosenarvaez72@yahoo.com)
Rita Newman (email enewman54@yahoo.com)

The newly formed Fellowship Committee has organized two events 
for the Fall and hopes to plan two or three for Spring 2019.  A group 
of CDA members attended and enjoyed the Flamenco Fest held on 
October 12th at Travis Park.  Our next event is the 30th Annual 
Wolfson House Christmas Arts & Crafts Show on November 16th.  
The intent of this committee is to promote fellowship and 

continued bonding among all CDA sisters.  If you have suggestions 
for future events email any of the Fellowship Committee 
Chairpersons.

Pictured L-R Mary Friesenhahn, Gloria Cortez,
Geri McCormack, Rose Narvaez,Margie Mallory,
Rita Newman, Rita Farmer and Mike Farmer

mailto:amallory4@yahoo.com
mailto:rosenarvaez72@yahoo.com)
mailto:enewman54@yahoo.com)


Memorial 
Mass 

Cards

Court Our Lady of the Holy Trinity #2661 provides 
members and non-members an opportunity to have 
a mass read for a loved one, living or deceased.  The 
mass is read by CDA State Chaplin Reverand Gregory 
T. Labus of Edinburg, Texas on the first Friday of each 
month for one year.  Prayer cards may be obtained 
from our court member Margarita Ochoa-Smith for a 
minimum donation of $2.50.

Funds earned from courts throughout the State of 
Texas are used to sponsor scholarships for students 
related to CDA members from the various courts.  
Scholarships are awarded once a year.

For more information or to purchase your cards, 
contact margaritaochoa-smith@msn.com

The measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to you.  Luke 6:38                                              Page 4

Adopt-A-Senior at Catholic Charities

Court members delivered a bag of items and visited 
seniors who are somewhat shut in and lonely.  
Volunteers visited in pairs on Saturday, November 
9, 2018.  R-L Olly Rojas, Rita Farmer, Linda 
Whitener, Sheryl King, Edna Bubnik and Margie 
Mallory. 

Coming Soon!
Save the Date

Step' in  into Spring

7th Annual Fashion Show & Luncheon

Saturday, April 6, 2019
Omni Hotels & Resorts
Colonnade l San Antonio
9821 Colonnade Blvd

Coming Soon!  Save the Date 
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New Court Members   

Patricia Matteson 

Violet Snell 

Lisa KadousTunie Burk Mary Ann Horton

Daughters of Charity Service San Antonio (DCSSA)  

By Annette Etnyre, Committee Chair

TOUR OF DCSSA
Charlotte Burdine, Debbie Caraway, Margie Mallory, Edie McAlanis,
Mary Friesenhahn and Annette Etnyre joined Sister Consuelo and
Catalina Berry for an orientation and tour of DCSSA facilities and programs.

PREGNACY RESOURCE ROOM:
Lori Ivey, Jean Troncale, Margie Mallory, Annette Etnyre, and Renee 
Jezek (not pictured) converted a room at the center for the RAYS
project.  RAYS (Realizing and Achieving Your Success) is a program
to help expecting and new mothers with resources, counseling, and education.

CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS:
Once again DCSSA is hosting Christmas parties for the senior citizens they serve. The parties will be on December 13 and 
December 18.  This year, using our budget, we have purchased the requested pots and pans. In addition, the Angel Tree will 
have tags requesting these same items. Several CDA members have signed up to help with the preparations on December 5 and 
6 as well as helping at the above parties.

Monica Karam

Sharon LairdNettie Lamerson Liz Johnson & Deana Abiassi



REFLECTION CORNER

The 25th of November 2018 was Christ the King the last Sunday of our liturgical year. Then on Sunday the 2nd of  
December, we enter the Church’s New Year with the beautiful liturgical season of Advent. I would like to close the
last Sunday in Ordinary Time with the overarching theme of gratitude & look towards Advent. What is
gratitude? Gratitude is love that has been acknowledged & a grateful heart has always been a Judeo-Christian
virtue. Theologian Meister Eckhart says if our only prayer is gratitude that is sufficient. As we celebrated the 34th

Sunday of Ordinary Time in 2018 what were we grateful for? What have been the blessings received over the year?
The word Advent means waiting for the arrival of a notable person or event. We are eagerly awaiting the
commemoration of the birth of Jesus Christ our Savior & looking past the Nativity to Jesus’ second coming with
anticipation & gratitude. In great humility, Jesus came down in human form to meet us, live with us & redeem us 
-the supreme act of love. And we in turn should acknowledge this ultimate manifestation of God’s love with 
tender & grateful heart. God the Son came to be in personal relationship with us by dwelling with us. How do we
respond to this call so we can make it an indwelling within us & have a relationship with the Lord that is founded on
the bedrock of hope, peace, joy & loving surrender? I truly believe at the Nativity heaven & earth kissed.

Reflection: How is the life that we are living help make this an everlasting kiss to sustain us until Jesus Christ’s 
second coming?

By Cynthia Gdula
Spiritual Advisor
joansaint@earthlink.net

If you or someone you love is in 

need of a special prayer, send 

your request to: 

cda2661prayerbox@gmail.com in care 

of Barbara Nasis.  

Your special intentions will be 

shared with our members 

unless you wish not to and wish 

to remain anonymous.

Prayer 
Box

“Daughter, your faith has healed 
you.  Go in peace.”  Luke 8:48

You will see him.  Mark 16:7                                                                                                                         Page 6                                

It’s that time of the year……

Our Christmas party will be

Dec 15, 2018 

11:30am - 2:30pm

Faith Formation Gathering Area

Please bring a canned
food donation for 

Christmas food drives

Chicken Piccata
Roasted potatoes and Broccoli

Mixed green salad
Mandarin Orange Cake

Tea/Coffee
Members $10 and Guests $13

Catered by Charlie’s Kitchen
Menu:

Please be prepared to pay at November Membership Meeting

Please RSVP to Susan Cleary by November 29th membership meeting

Ltcsusan_44@hotmail.com or 210-838-4087

mailto:cda2661prayerbox@gmail.com
mailto:Ltcsusan_44@hotmail.com


For additional information contact Sheryl King or Edna Bubenik.

Pray the Rosary

1st Friday of each month

9:15 am Banquet Hall Room A

Spotlight Member

O taste and see that the Lord is good:  blessed is the man that trusts in Him.  Psalms 34:8                                              Page 7

Spotlight Member

I was born in Georgia and went to North Georgia College which 
is a military college.  I was the first women enrolled in the ROTC
program and was commissioned as a second Lieutenant in the 
Army in 1976.  I served 2 years on Active Duty as a platoon
leader for a medium truck company and as an assistant S-1
(administrative officer).  I went on to serve 26 years in the Army
reserves and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2004.   I spent 30 years teaching 
accounting and other financial courses for the Army and civilian colleges.  I retired in 
2016 and love being retired.   We went to the Holy Land in April and it was an 
incredible experience.  We have been traveling a lot and have pilgrimages set up for 
Mexico in March of 2019 and to Oberammagau in 2020.

I am married to Deacon Mike Cleary and we have been members of Holy Trinity for 
almost 15 years.  We have been married for 41 years and have three sons, John 34, 

Patrick 33 and Andrew 29.  I attended all of Mike’s Deacon preparatory classes and 
several bible study classes and attended an ACTS retreat about 8 years ago.  I have 

been a member of Catholic Daughters for 4 years and this is my first time serving as an 
Officer.  I am also a member of the Financial council for the parish.

Susan Cleary



From the Sunshine Committee
olga.Gonzales@rocketmail.com

On behalf of Court Our Lady of the Holy Trinity 

Catholic Daughters, we wish the following sisters 

“Happy Birthday.” Your Birthday is your very own 

Special Blessed Day!  If you wish to have your 

name included in this section of the newsletter, 

please let Olga know.  210-887-2556

Blessings on your Special Day!
September

Debbie Caraway                      2
Rene Jezek 8
Kay Barrett                              11 
Jolene Waun 14 
Sylvia Theall 19 
Sonya Vrana 21 
Sheryl King                              26 
Geri MacCormack 29 

October

Grace Lambert                        28 

November

Yolanda Delgado                     6
Barbara Rothe                       14 
Lori Ivey                                  17 
Imelda Morante                    30 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Mark 11:9                                                                                           Page 8

OLGA M. GONZALES  

Instead of having a Birthday Cake every other month to 
celebrate Birthdays, we are going to MIX it up a bit. We are 
going to have a CELEBRATION CAKE to celebrate Birthdays, 
Anniversaries,  & Accomplishments. We all have something 
to celebrate and acknowledge!!! So let’s share the good 
moments in our lives with our CDA sisters. 

Holy Humor

mailto:olga.Gonzales@rocketmail.com

