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Message from the Regent

The holiday season is in full swing.  Thanksgiving is behind us, but we have so 
much to be grateful for.  I hope we carry that forward into the Christmas Season.  
Your generosity throughout the year brought comfort and critical items to those 
in need.  Your time and talents made a difference in the world around us.  Thank 
You!  It’s important to slow down and reflect upon our many gifts.  It’s easy to be 
swept away by the excitement of the holidays.  Bright lights and smiling faces are 
everywhere.  Every now and again we cross the path of a Grinch in search of the 
meaning of Christmas.  Each of us reflects the Christmas spirit in a very personal 
way.  Greeting new members with open arms and embracing all of our Sisters 
equally into our groups is a reflection of the Season.  
I hope the New Year brings you and your families many wonderful adventures and 
opportunities to make the world around us a better place.  Let us look ahead in 
the true meaning of Christ’s Love, open our eyes to the possibilities and lead 
change by example.  We will continue on our path to grow in our Spirituality and 
live our motto Unity and Charity. Please consider the following as we begin the 
new year.  



Message from the Regent Cont…

Service/Contributions.  Do what you can, when you can. This has been our mantra.  We all have a personal life that dictates what 
we can and cannot do. It’s important to realize we understand that.  It’s also important to enjoy life and what the world has to
offer.  The key is to find the path that intersects at Service and Personal Life.  We are very fortunate to have a group of Sisters who 
lead our committees and activities to achieve our many successes.  We also have many Sisters who toil outside of the spotlight to 
make it all happen.  Keep up the great work and know you are appreciated.
Next Board Volunteers.  It’s hard to believe, but the end of our tenure as a Board is on the horizon.  I clearly recall the phone calls I 
received and conversations that ensued, when I was asked to consider serving our Court.  My first thought was am I the right 
person and will I have the time to do it right.  Well, good fortune fell my way and I said yes.  I’m happy today I did say yes. What 
makes the service experience rewarding is the Board and our members. We work together as a team to do great things.  No one 
could do what is done routinely by our Court in the way of service and charity without the entire organization and our giving 
congregation.  I ask each of you to consider the opportunity to serve as a member of the Board.  I can honestly say I’ve grown and learned 
a lot.  It doesn’t take special training or education or specific work experience to be a member of the Board.  The only thing required is 
time and the talents that you already have!
May the Christmas Season bring Joy and Blessings to you and your family.

Debbie, Court Regent

National CDA Sunday

October 20, 2019

Members of Court #2661
Our Lady of the Holy Trinity
celebrated CDA Sunday at the 
9:30 mass.  Court Regent Debbie 
Caraway passed out ASK ME 
ABOUT CDA buttons for 
members to wear.

L-R Debbie Caraway, Regent
Patty Miketinac, Vice Regent

“Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord.”  Luke 1:38                                                                           Page 2



From the Fellowship Committee
Here are some pictures of our fantastic tour of the Schulenburg, Texas Painted Churches on October 22, 2019. 
Michael Wells patiently and graciously drove 12 of us on a smooth drive to Schulenburg, High Hill, Ammannsville, 

Dubina and Praha, Texas. We first stopped for kolaches and coffee. We had lunch at the Oakridge Smokehouse. A 
good time was had by all.  By Rita Newman

New Members

Norma Barloco

Alice Vida Jan Spahn

Kelly Harris
Barbara Trbovich

Maria Fontenot

Not Pictured is Cathy Lorenz

“Blessed are those who trust in the Lord.”  Jeremiah 17:7                                                                    Page 3



Charities

Court Members help Threads of Love prepare for the 

holidays in area NICUs. Pictured is Imelda Morante, 

Mary Friesenhan, and Jeanne Dodd. Volunteer Days 

are the second Thursday each month. Contact Kay 

Barrett to join in this fun activity.

Kay Barrett 
y2kbarrett@satx.rr.com

Record setting team!

Annette, Sharen, Rita, Edna, Sylvia and Mary 

packed 197 boxes in about 2 hours.

Mary and Work Study students from Palo Alto 
Community College pack produce.

Student Council members from John Jay

High School helped pack the groceries in 
October.

Ascension DePaul Services of San Antonio

“Yet I live, no longer, but Christ lives in me…”  Galatians 2:20                                                             Page 4
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Seminary Highlights
Fall 2019

By Carol Short

The Fall Semester began with 19 seminarians.  It was disappointing to have 3 leave but
encouraging to have Adrian Salazar be able to return.  I know Hilda Lopez, his sponsor, was
very pleased.  He came back with some great fundraising ideas to help pay his expenses.
At the August meeting, members were encouraged to sign up for a seminarian if they did not already have one.  Rafael 
Becerra and Ottmar Tovar were added to the roster. On August 19, 2019 I was invited to the blessing of the Discernment 
House as an addition to the curriculum at the seminary.  Four men were the first students enrolled in this program. Luis 
Horacio Gomez from Colombia, Dalton May from Martinez, Texas, Patrick Taylor from San Antonio, and Alexius Ohaeri from 
Nigeria.  Alexius was an advanced student and waiting for an interview to be a fulltime seminarian.  He was brought to the 
United States with a scholarship to St. Mary’s University when the funding was discontinued.  While residing at Assumption 
Seminary and attending classes, tires were stolen from his car.  Father Daniel N’yangua brought him to my home and 
introduced me and asked if I could find some support for him.  At the September meeting, I pleaded his case and an 
application for a grant was written by Edna and submitted and a Giving Jar was created for CDA members to donate for 
assistance with needs.  This jar was present at the October and November meetings and he was deeply appreciative for the 
support.  In addition, 2 members stepped up to sponsor him and continue this sponsorship through his time at the seminary,  
Elizabeth and Kerry Johnston and Joyce Ullrich.  He had an interview on November 21, 2019 and was admitted to Assumption 
Seminary as a fulltime student to begin his education at Assumption seminary in January of 2020.  On November 16, 2019 
Matthew Deleon, Ricardo Ramirez, Ian Robbins, and Blayne Riley were ordained as Deacons at St. Anthony Mary Claret 
Church at 10 that Saturday morning.  A number of us were there to witness this special service, Kay Barrett, Connie Buntley, 
Sharen Knott, Yvonne Lopez, Edith McAlanis, Jannette Poe, and Carol Short.  At our last meeting, envelopes with a prayer 
card for a seminarian were available for members to offer prayers this semester and to place a gift card in the envelope to be 
distributed at the December 6, Mass and  luncheon by the Assumption Seminary Associates.

Liz Johnston & Alexius Ohaeri

The Assembly 3191 Fourth Degree
Knights of Columbus invited  
Military Veterans and Catholic Daughters 
Military Veterans to a Veterans Recognition 
Ceremony on Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at 
the Holy Trinity Banquet Hall.  Keynote speaker 
was Major General Angela Salinas USMC (Ret). 
Attending the celebration was L-R SSGT Rita 
Farmer, LTC Renie Moken, Major General Angela 
Salinas, LTC Susan Cleary, CPT Colette Loer.  In 
the back is COL Debbie Caraway and Mary Jane 
Reed. 

Catholic Daughters Military Veterans

“For God commands the angels to guard you in all your ways.”  Psalm 91:11                                                    Page 5                                           



Sonya Vrana & Jeannie Oaks

Sisters of the Month - September 

Sister of the Month - October 

Joyce Ulrich
with

Debbie Caraway

Sisters of the Month 

November & December

Kay Barret and Mary Friesenhahn

with Debbie Caraway in the background

Pray the Rosary

1st Friday of each month

9:15 am Banquet Hall Room A
For additional information contact Sheryl King or Edna Bubenik.    

Fr. Roger Keeler & Debbie Caraway, Regent

Mass Celebrated at November Meeting

In remberance of our 
deceased Court 
members, Father 
Roger and Deacon 
David celebrated 
mass before the 
November meeting.  

“I am the vine, you are the branches, whoever remains in me and I in him will  bear much fruit.”  John 15:5                  Page 6



We have entered the season of Advent. I have found a series of reflections to help prepare us more fully for this holy season. Advent 
prepares us both for Christ’s birth & his second coming. So, in a sense, it’s always ‘Advent’ until Christ comes again. Our models of waiting & readiness are 
Mary & her cousin, St Elizabeth. For our reflection we will be using their words from Lk 1:39—55 to examine our Advent readiness:

1.  Blessed are you among women, & blessed is the fruit of your womb.
a.  Have I greeted others with a blessing, or do I ignore or demean others?
b.  Have I borne bitter fruit in my thoughts, words, or deeds?

2.  Why has this happened to me that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
a.  Have I denied my own worth or the worth of others?
b.  Have I missed God’s presence because I’m too busy, hurried or anxious?

3.  As soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
a.  Have I been deaf to God’s voice coming from unexpected people & encounters?
b.  Have I grown so serious that I cannot leap for joy?

4.  My soul magnifies the Lord; & my spirit rejoices in God my savior.
a.  Does my very being announce the goodness of God to others?
b.  Do I rejoice with others as often as I can?

5.  For God has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed.
a.  Upon whom do I look favorably? Upon whom do I look with disapproval? Do I truly judge others as God does?
b.  Has my help for the lowly been more about giving handouts than about seeking justice?

6.  For the Mighty One has done great things for me, & holy is his name.
a.  When have I taken credit for what I have not done?
b.  When have I denied my own participation in social injustice?

7.  God has shown strength with his arm; & has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their heart.
a.  Have I been secretly arrogant or pride-filled?
b.  Have I used my power, status, education, or religion to disparage others, even silently in my heart?

8.  God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, & lifted up the lowly.
a.  Have I voted with a Christian conscience?
b.  Do I live the Gospel even at the cost of my own comfort?

9.  God has filled the hungry with good things, & sent the rich away empty.
a.  Have I done enough to help feed the hungry? What of those hungry for justice?
b.  Have I become gluttonous for praise, luxury, or the security of others like me?

10.  God has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham & Sara, & to their 
descendants forever.

a.  Have I broken my promises to others?
b.  Will I leave this world a more merciful, just, & beautiful place for future generations?

Blessed Advent, Cynthia Gdula

By Cynthia Gdula
Spiritual Advisor
joansaint@earthlink.net

Reflection Corner

Bereavement-Consolation Committee
A Special Thank You

Court committee members
host receptions for parish 
funerals after mass. Court 
members provide side 
dishes to compliment the 
main entrée. The 
committee chairs are 
Jeannie Oaks and Sonya 
Vrana.   

“I am the resurrection and the life, whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live”   John 11:5                         Page 7   



CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

DECEMBER 14, 2019   11:30-3:30

FAITH FORMATION BUILDING GATHERING AREA

PLEASE JOIN US FOR LUNCH, FELLOWSHIP AND FUN 

DOOR PRIZES  

MENU:

Pecan Bourbon Chicken

Mashed Potatoes

Candied Carrots

Salad with cranberries and pecans

Dessert

Members   $11 prior to 10 December, $13 after 10 December

Guests:      $15

RSVP:  Susan Cleary ltcsusan_44@hotmail.com

Mail: 823 Lightstone, SAT 78258
If you RSVP and do not cancel by 10 December you will 

still need to pay for your meal  ($13)

Be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.  Matthew 5:48                                                           Page 8
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Coming Soon…

December 12 – Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast
6:00 PM Bilingual Rosary & Matachines (Church)
7:00 PM Mass (Church)
Reception after Mass (Banquet Hall)

December 14 - Court Christmas Social, RSVP to Susan Leary at ltcsusan_44@hotmail.com

December 18 - Third Annual Christmas Posada at the Pearl, meet at Lorraine Bakery at 6 pm

January 6 - Sister Recognition – submit application to Patty Miketinac at pmiketinac@aol.com

January 9 - Threads of Love, Next Volunteer Day, contact Kay Barrret at y2Kbarrett @satx.rr.com

January 11 – Court Retreat, 9 am – 1 pm by Fr. Mike at the FFC Gathering Area RSVP by 1/6/20

May 2 - “Beautiful You” Eighth Annual Fashion Show

July 15-19 - National Convention, Dallas, Texas Court 2661 Delegates:  Debbie Caraway, 
Patty Miketinac,  Jane O’Neill, and Lina Ramirez 

THE STORY
The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to St. Juan Diego in the 16th century in present 
day Mexico City, Mexico. Juan Diego saw an apparition of the Blessed Virgin on the 
Hill of Tepeyac on December 9, 1531, which happened to be the feast day of the 
Immaculate Conception in that time. Our Lady requested that a church be built on 
that site, which Juan Diego dutifully relayed to the bishop.
After a request by the bishop to prove her identity, Our Lady asked Juan Diego to 
gather roses that were growing on the hill (which were neither native to the area 
nor in season) and take them to the bishop. Juan Diego obeyed and placed the roses 
in his tilma (or cloak) to carry back to the bishop as evidence of Our Lady’s 
appearance. Upon opening the tilma to reveal the miraculous roses to the bishop, 
there was something even more miraculous present in the tilma–a striking image of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.
In the image Our Lady wears the traditional garments of an Aztec princess. A black 
sash around her waist was a cultural tradition among the Aztec women that 
indicated pregnancy. All the elements of the image point to Our Lady as being 
above the gods the Aztecs worshiped, while at the same time showing that she 
herself was submissive to the true Creator God while being pregnant with the Divine 
God-man that grew in her womb.
By using only cultural symbols and no words, the miraculous image on the tilma
spoke the truth of the Christian faith that the Spanish Catholic missionaries 
proclaimed. A mass conversion of millions upon millions of Aztecs to the Catholic 
faith soon followed–ending the human sacrifices, especially child sacrifices, that 
they practiced.
A church was built at Our Lady’s request on the Hill of Tepeyac to mark the 
apparition site, and today it is one of the most famous Catholic pilgrimage sites in 
the world. In this cathedral on display is the original tilma of Juan Diego that still 
displays the miraculous Our Lady of Guadalupe image. The image has been 
subjected to scientific testing to prove its miraculous authenticity.

Be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.  Matthew 5:48                                                           Page 9       

mailto:ltcsusan_44@hotmail.com
mailto:pmiketinac@aol.com
http://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/A-Prayer-to-Our-Lady-of-Guadalupe1.png
https://www.catholiccompany.com/st-juan-diego-c617/


On behalf of Court Our Lady of the Holy Trinity 

Catholic Daughters, we wish a “Happy Birthday”

to the sisters who had Birthdays this quarter.  Your 

Birthday is your very own Special Blessed Day!  If 
you wish to have your name included in this 
section of the newsletter, please contact Lina 
Ramirez, Editor at 210-643-2805  or 
justlinalramirez@gmail.com

First Quarter Birthdays

September
2nd Debbie Caraway
8th Rene Jezek

11th Kay Barrett
13th Erica Ormeno-Cheatham
13th Theresa Young
14th Jolene Waun
15th Laura Grundhoefer
18th Marilyn Hoster
19th Sylvia Theall
21st Sonya Vrana
29th Geri McCormack
29th Margarita Ochoa
29th Mary Jo McDonough

October
3rd Maurisa Perotti
7th Kelly Harris
9th Elizabeth Strauch

12th Tiffani Rockhold
14th Suzanne Glover
22nd Mary Ann Lansford
29th Tuni Burke

November
6th                  Yolanda Delgado
8th                   Sandy Rawls
14th               Barbara Roth
14th               Joyce Ullrich
17th               Carol Short
17th                Lori Ivy
19th                Alice Vida
24th                Sally Romo
30th                 Imelda Morante

Next Court Meeting, January 30, 2020
Blessings & Merry Christmas Everyone!

“Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity, than a rich man who is crooked in his ways.”  Proverbs 28:6              Page 10


