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Ordination Time...
     Article by:  Rev. Mr. Tyler Harris and Rev. Mr. Louie Bellen

 Ordination is just around the corner and as we prepare for that we would like to highlight our soon-

to- be new priests. 

 Deacon Tyler Harris grew up in Blue Springs, Missouri.  His first years of seminary formation were

completed at Saint Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park, California. Harris finished his theological studies

at Saint John Seminary in Camarillo, California, and graduated Class of 2020. Deacon Harris is looking

forward to celebrating the Holy Mass and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the People of

God. Deacon Harris is currently serving at Saint Joseph Parish in Spreckels.

 

Deacon Louie Bellen was born and raised in Bacacay Albay, Philippines.  After high school,  Bellen

entered a religious community of the Rogationists of the Heart of Jesus and was in the congregation

for eight and a half years before attending Saint John Seminary in Camarillo, California. Deacon

Bellen was part of the graduating Class of  2020 along with Deacon Harris. "It has been almost 13

years of priesthood discernment and seminary formation, and realizing that ordination is now

coming soon, means the world for me...  Priesthood for me is the path towards the fulfillment of my

vocation, and I pray that it may also be the means of my sanctification." Deacon Bellen looks forward

to being able to serve God's people through his priestly ministry. Currently, Rev. Mr. Bellen is

assigned at Saint Mary of the Nativity Parish in Salinas. 

Bishop Daniel E. Garcia will  ordain our two new priests at 11:00AM on Saturday,  Aug 22nd. Due to

COVID-19 and restrictions on large gatherings, the Diocese will be live streaming the event at

www.dioceseofmonterey.org.

New Ways of Gathering...
Article by:  Deacon Warren Hoy

The coronavirus pandemic has forced parishes to cancel all live social gatherings,
catechetical classes, and meetings.  We’ve only recently been able to offer Mass with
in-person attendees, outside the church building. Similarly, the diocesan staff has
been offering training and meetings online in place of the usual assemblies.  For
instance, the Department of Catechetical Ministries gathers the Parish Catechetical
Leaders weekly for virtual meetings to discuss ways to teach our children and adult
catechumenate despite the current lockdown. The Office of Faith Formation is now
conducting the School of Ministries via online meetings.  Various other offices have
offered webinars instead of physical gatherings around the diocese. 



The Office of Social Justice recently conducted a webinar about the Church’s teachings on racism. 
Viewers joined from throughout the diocese and from all over California to learn about racism and how we as
Catholics can fight it.  The presentation included personal stories of the harm of racism as well as a discussion of
Catholic Social Teaching and the Church’s history regarding racism in America. The entire webinar is available on
the Social Justice page of the diocese’s website:  https://www.dioceseofmonterey.org/social-justice-ministries.
 There’s also an upcoming webinar on Catholic teachings regarding citizenship and voting.  That’s tentatively
scheduled for Sep. 29th. Keep an eye out for the announcement and registration information!

On, July 17, Governor Newsom announced that all TK-12 schools in California, both public and
private, will be held to new requirements for resuming in-person instruction. As a result, the
Catholic schools in the Diocese of Monterey are preparing to open the 2020-2021 school year with
distance learning.  As of late July, all four counties in the Diocese of Monterey – Monterey, San Luis
Obispo , Santa Cruz and San Benito – are on the State’s county monitoring list and are subject to
increased restrictions. When a county has been off the monitoring list for 14 days, then schools in
that county will be allowed to reopen to in-person instruction.

Our schools have been hard at work finalizing site-based operation plans to ensure the health and
safety of students and staff. The plans are built on the guidance issued by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the California Department of Public Health and the California Department of
Education. Additionally, the plans are developed in consultation with the different County Offices of
Education and County Departments of Health in our Diocese. These plans will be updated to reflect
the new guidance and will continue to be revised as the situation evolves.

This new announcement comes at a time when many of us are eagerly and anxiously awaiting the
first day of school. I know we all hoped to welcome our students back to campus for in-person
instruction. In the interest of public health and safety, the return has been delayed for now, but I
remain hopeful. With this new directive, our schools have a clear path to reopening our campuses.
We will certainly keep you informed if any changes develop. 
 
I extend my gratitude to the principals, administrators,teachers and staff for their tremendous work
in preparing for the coming year. I also extend my gratitude to our parents and families for having
faith in our schools and for continuing to be our partners. As the spring of 2020 showed us,
our schools will continue to provide a quality program, to nurture each student’s spirituality and to
ensure academic excellence. Whether in-person or online, our schools are ready to joyfully welcome
back our students for another memorable year.

Schools Will Be in Session...
Article by  : Superintendent of Catholic Schools  Kimberly Cheng



On July 1st, Bishop Daniel E. Garcia re-established the Office of Youth Ministry here in the
Diocese of Monterey, and appointed Fr. Gerson Espinosa as the new Director of Youth
Ministry.  Fr. Gerson will work to create new opportunities to connect and collaborate with
other youth leaders in our parishes to minister to our young people.  We hope you will join
us in welcoming Fr. Gerson to this new position.  If you get an opportunity, please reach
out to him and introduce yourself to him so he can begin connecting with you in your
respective parishes and communities.  
The Diocese of Monterey’s staff is very excited about the future and what Fr. Gerson will
bring to our young people.  Fr. Gerson can be reached  via e-mail at :
gespinosa@dioceseofmonterey.org

Re-establishing Youth Ministry...
Article by : Erika Yanez Dir. Of Media Relations

On Saturday July 11, 2020, the Pope Francis' School of Ministry, for missionary disciples,
completed it's first year of Saturday sessions via Zoom!  Deacon David Ford led the last
session with an overview of the Church's view on Ecumenism and Inter-Religious Dialogue
in the morning, as well as reviewing Pope Francis emphasis on mission and evangelization
in the afternoon. Participant Judy Neary wrote:  "I really enjoyed the class yesterday.  It
was very informative and moving for me....easily understood and inspiring...." Ann
Ventura, Program Coordinator said, "After this year's sessions its very rewarding to see the
openness our students have begun to have for serving in new ministries."  Everyone is very
much looking forward to the second year focus on ministry specializations . Please contact
us if you are interested in joining in our program!

School of Ministry Wraps up 1st Year...
Article by : Deacon David Ford - Dir. of Diaconate and Ministry Formation 


