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Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are 
glad that you are here.  If you have any questions 
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please 
contact the Church office for information concern-
ing  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First       
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing 
of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be 
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance.  Mar-
riage Arrangements need to be made with the priest 
at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of any-
one in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Saturday Evening Masses: 
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday Morning Masses:  
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.

All weekday Masses have been suspended at 
this time. Communion services will be held 
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at St Ferdinand and 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Good Shepherd. Thank 
you for your understanding.

Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession
Saturday, 4:00 p.m. (Blanco)

Websites:

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, 
and other resources, please visit our websites:

www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

mass schedule

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
fr.wade@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Jessie Esquivel     
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour     
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and 
his knight will not serve him in any other way.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE



family ConneCtion: the sixteenth sunday of ordinary time

 From age 7 on, Bridget had visions 
of Christ crucified. Her visions formed the 
basis for her activity—always with the em-
phasis on charity rather than spiritual fa-
vors.
 She lived her married life in the 
court of the Swedish king Magnus II. Moth-
er of eight children–the second eldest was 
Saint Catherine of Sweden–Bridget lived 
the strict life of a penitent after her hus-
band’s death.
 Bridget constantly strove to exert 
her good influence over Magnus; while nev-
er fully reforming, he did give her land and 
buildings to found a monastery for men 
and women. This group eventually expand-
ed into an Order known as the Bridgetines.

 In 1350, a year of jubilee, Brid-
get braved a plague-stricken Europe to 
make a pilgrimage to Rome. Although 
she never returned to Sweden, her years 
in Rome were far from happy, being 
hounded by debts and by opposition to 
her work against Church abuses.
 A final pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, marred by shipwreck and the 
death of her son, Charles, eventually led 
to her death in 1373. 
 Bridget was canonized in 1391 
by Pope Boniface IX. In 1999, Bridget, 
Saints Catherine of Siena and Tere-
sa Benedicta of the Cross, were named 
co-patronesses of Europe. Her feast day 
is July 23. 

PraCtiCing small aCts of kindness by James P. CamPbell, d.min.

saint of the week: bridget of sweden

 Taken together, the parables found in today’s 
Gospel offer both a sobering reminder about the King-
dom of God and words of encouragement. As the wheat 
and the weeds must grow together until the harvest, so 
we may not know whether our actions contribute to God’s 
Kingdom until God’s final judgment. With this word of 
caution in mind, we act always in prayer that our actions 
will be consistent with God’s plans. In the parables of the 
mustard seed and the yeast, we hear words of encourage-
ment. God can bring the Kingdom of Heaven from even 
the smallest of beginnings. Thus, we ask God to work 
through us for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven.
 Set aside some time this week to make bread with 

your family. Show the amount of yeast that is required to 
raise an entire batch of bread. Observe that little things 
can go a long way. After the bread has been baked, gather 
together as a family. Read together today’s Gospel, Mat-
thew 13:24-43. Reflect together on what Jesus means 
when he teaches that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
mustard seed and like yeast. In these parables, Jesus is 
teaching us that even the little things that we do can make 
a big difference in the lives of others. What are some of 
the little things that we can do in our family that help to 
make things better for others? Decide on one action to 
take together. Pray that God will use your action to make 
a difference in the world. Pray together the Lord’s Prayer.

 Frederic Ozanam (1813–1853) was a Catho-
lic layman in France. In 1832 an epidemic of chol-
era swept through Paris, killing up to 1,200 people 
each day. As Frederic walked through the poorer 
suburbs on his way to the university where he was a 
student, he was deeply moved at the hopeless state 
of families who had lost fathers and mothers. He 
and his six friends decided to see what they could 
do. They began by giving a widow the remainder of 
their winter wood supply.
 Frederic and his friends continued their 
work, and soon they were helping the less-fortunate 
people of Paris in many ways. Some people scoffed 
and asked, “How can seven men make a difference?” 
But they did. Eventually they formed an association 

and called it the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. The 
society they began has today some 107,000 mem-
bers in the United States and 1,000,000 worldwide 
in 130 countries, providing aid in the form of medi-
cal supplies, food for the poor, counseling and edu-
cation programs, and other services.
 As Christians, we are called to care for one 
another and for the world God created through 
small acts that are part of our daily lifestyle. We 
don’t have to look very far to find where we’re need-
ed; if we pay attention, the opportunities are usually 
right under our noses, in our own families, schools, 
parishes, and neighborhoods. As Mother Teresa 
once said, “We can do no great things—only small 
things with great love.”



Parish ministries & information

Week of July 22 - July 30, 2017

All weekday Masses have been suspended at 
this time. Communion services will be held 
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at St Ferdinand and 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Good Shepherd. Thank 
you for your understanding. 

Saturday, July 22nd (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the soul of Margaret Samples offered by        
Georgeanne Woods

Saturday, July 22nd (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Bendiciones para la Comunidad Hispana. 

Sunday, July 23rd (GS) 9:00 a.m.
In honor of Ed and Jan Harry’s 50th Wedding Anniversary  
offered by The Carbary Family

Sunday, July 23rd (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Repose of the soul of Soul of Betty Snell offered by Tillie 
Lindemann and Family

Wednesday, July 26 (StF) 6:00 p.m. 
Communion Service

Thursday, July 27th (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Communion Service

Saturday, July 29th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the soul of Joyce Franklin  offered by Helen Heffner

Sunday, July 30th (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

masses & intentions

Week of July 9, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!
  
St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $3,722.00

Good Shepherd:
Regular Collection $1,256.00
Building Fund $285.00

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental 
and physical needs. 

Cynthia Ford, Patty Marx, Richard & Cayce 
Syburg, Ashley Fischler, Ralph Moss, 
George Richey, Charles McKinney, Nellie 
Upshaw, Naomi Michalsky, Charles Rein-
ert, Pam Woods, Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt 
Ledesma,  Lucille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba 
Sr., Ruben Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford 
Lane, Polo Zamora, And Clare Cantini
If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, 
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

Please see Fr. Wade or other celebrant before or after 
mass for any birthday, anniversary, or special bless-
ings for you or your family. Fr. Wade is always happy 
to extend a blessing on your special occasion. 

Birthdays & anniVersaries Good Shepherd is happy to continue its tradition of 
a prayer chalice for vocations. It is given to the re-
ceiving family after Mass in a private ceremony with 
Fr. Wade. If your family feels called to pray with the 
Chalice, please contact Warren Davis before or after 
Mass or by contacting him directly at 713-569-9491.

Vocations chalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3



St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in 
the parish hall following 8:00 mass. Light brunch 
served before the meeting starts. 

Good Shepherd Men’s Club 
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month after 9:00 a.m. mass.

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the St. Ferdinand parish hall

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand parish hall (No meetings June - August).

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m.  Call 830-833-
4939 for more information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the    
St. Ferdinand RE Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm (Good Shepherd 
RE Building)

Parish orGanizations &
meetinG times

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

PULSE Teen Leadership Group 

PULSE MEETING: Confirmation Retreat Plan-
ning will continue this Tuesday, 7/25 from 12 - 5 
p.m. at Good Shepherd. All Confirmed teens ages 
14-18 are invited to serve. 

RE Teachers and Aides Needed

St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are both in 
need of catechists and aides for the 2017-2018 RE 
year. For more information on how you can serve, 
please contact the appropriate site leader below:

St. Ferdinand:
Susan Moore, Director of RE
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Good Shepherd:
Margie Vasquez, RE Coordinator
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Confirmation Banner Materials Needed

The 2017 Confirmation Retreat will take place Au-
gust 11-13. The Confirmation Retreat Team is cur-
rently in need of materials to make the Confirma-
tion Retreat Banner on the retreat weekend. The 
banner will hang in the Church during the Confir-
mation Mass on September 24. If  you would like 
to donate banner materials, please email james@
stferdinandblanco.org or text (979) 492-4644

“my sheeP hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

Parish ministries & information

uPcominG Volunteer 
oPPortunities



RICH Youth Ministry
High School Religious Education
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

CHOSEN
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation
Wednesday Evening 6:45 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org to reg-
ister or for any questions concerning High School age 
Religious Education classes and activities. 

YOUTH CHOIR
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are in need of 
youth and  young adults to help lead worship at one 
Mass per month. No prior liturgical music experience 
is necessary. 

Youth Choir rehearsals have been moved to 
10 a.m. before Mass on the third Sunday of 
each month. Song selections are available at 
stferdinandblanco.org/youthchoir

faith formation & religious eduCation

st. ferdinand

RE registration for the 2017 - 2018 RE year will be-
gin soon. Please contact Susan in the RE office if 
you’re interested in volunteering or if you have any 
additional questions about Religious Education at 
St. Ferdinand.  

RE Office Hours:  Summer: By Appointment

RE Office: 830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinand-
blanco.org

If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the 
world will teach them not to.

Si no enseñamos a nuestros niños a seguir a Cristo, 
el mundo les enseñara a no seguirlo.

reliGious education youth ministry

“The parish community must 
continue to be the prime mover and 
pre-eminent place for catechesis.”

-SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II

confirmation summer 2017

8/11-13 - Confirmation Retreat - Mandatory! 
(More info to come)

9/17 - Rehearsal & Review - Mandatory! All pa-
perwork and service hours due. GS, 12:30 p.m.

9/24 - Confirmation Mass - 3 p.m., St. Ferdinand, 
Blanco

Please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org for any 
questions regarding Confirmation prep. 

Good shePherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Faith Formation Schedule

Pre-K - 8th Grade
Wednesday Evening 6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

CHOSEN
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation
Sunday Morning 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Women’s Bible Study
Currently we are meeting at 1:00on Thursdays for a 
video and discussion.  No homework for the summer.  
All are welcome. Beginning in September we will be-
gin a new study.  “The Spirituality of the Gospels”

Are you seeking a deeper understanding of the spir-
itual vision of the Scriptures?  We will explore four 
early witnesses to the person and vision of Jesus, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Scripture commu-
nicates God’s word through human word. (Patrick J. 
Hartin)  Books will be ordered and there will be home-
work and discussion to follow the video series. Come 
and join us. Contact Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301.

reliGious education



sPeCial events and announCements
Community Devotion to Venerable Solanus Casey 
 Many in our families and community are in need of prayers due to illness, 
poverty and other hardships. We ask all of our parishioners and guests to pray for 
Fr. Wade as he faces cancer treatments. You can pray for this intention and your 
own through the intercession of Fr. Solanus Casey by reciting the prayer found be-
low. On behalf of Fr. Wade and your parish family, thank you for your prayers.  
Prayer for the Beatification of Venerable Solanus Casey
Imprimatur: +Adam Cardinal Maida, Archbishop of Detroit. March 31, 2007  © F.S.G.  3/07 
 O God, I adore You. I give myself to You. May I be the person You want me to be, 
and may Your will be done in my life today. I thank You for the gifts You gave to Father 
Solanus. If it is Your Will, bless us with the beatification of Venerable Solanus so that 
others may imitate and carry on his love for all the poor and suffering of our world.
 As he joyfully accepted Your divine plans, I ask You, according to Your Will, to 
hear my prayer for (your intention) through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 +Blessed be God in all His designs.
 For more about the life of Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey, his spirituality, and 
his beatification, please visit www.solanuscasey.org.

Venerable
Fr. Solanus Casey

Piano and Keyboard Accompanist Needed 
 St. Ferdinand is currently in need of an accompanist for either or both 
weekend masses (5 p.m. Saturday and/or 11 a.m. Sunday). Please contact James 
Longoria in the parish office at (830) 833-5227 or james@stferdinandblanco.org 
for more information. This position may include a stipend depending on qualifi-
cations and commitment. 

2nd Anual Diocesan Women’s Conference

The Office of Evangelization, Catechesis & Family Life is pleased to announce that regis-
tration for the 2017 second annual Diocesan Women’s Conference “Healing the Body of 
Christ” to be held on Sept. 23 at Santa Cruz Parish in Buda is now open. The day includes 
Mass with Bishop Daniel Garcia, surprise guest testimonials, confession, Eucharistic 
adoration, intercessory prayer teams, great women’s fellowship and Catholic books and 
gifts for purchase. To register, visit: http://www.austindiocese.org/womens-conference

BINGO at GOOD SHEPHERD!

 How about some summer family fun on Thursday evenings in the Good Shepherd parish hall after the 6:00 
PM Mass?  We will be playing BINGO each Thursday evening.  Bring your own drinks, a snack to share and let’s go 
back to the good ole days! One exception: This is just for fun!  We can see who has the ole mojo and who wants to 
relive the fun of “Parish Bingo Nights”. Bring the whole family for some great family fun! Questions? Contact Karen 
Gebhardt 210-414-7301

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3



sPeCial events and announCements

Friday, August 18 w/ Leader TBD

Adoration: 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Afterparty: 8:45 - 11:30 p.m.

Middle School Summer Youth Ministry
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. -7:30 p.m. Beginning June 14

Come join us at Good Shepherd
for Fun, Praise and Worship, and Games!
Open to incoming 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders.
All area middle school students welcome!

For more information contact Margie Vasquez:
margie@stferdinandbblanco.org

st. ferdinand vbs 2017: sonwest rounduP!
 The St. Ferdinand campus was overrun with 
little people this past week. VBS 2017: SonWest 
Roundup was a great success. About 30 pre-k - 5th 
graders, 10 pre-teen and teen helpers, and several 
adult leaders enjoyed games, songs, crafts, and lots 
of learning about Moses, the Israelites, and Jesus! 
 This year’s theme was the old west! Crafts 
included making your own cowboy hat, and even 
making your own horse! We got pretty good at line 
dancing, shouting “YEE-HAW” 
 On behalf of the staff at St. Ferdinand 
and Good Shepherd, we wish to extend our 
sincerest thanks to all of the volunteers, youth 
helpers, and parents who worked so hard to 
show our young people God’s love this week! It 
was truly a special time to share God’s word and 
fellowship with 
the youngest in 
our community! 
 Thank you 
for your support 
and prayers this 
week. We are very 

blessed to have a parish 
that is so supportive of 
ministry for young people. 
 



Pray with Pope Francis
Please consider Pope Francis’ prayer intention for the month of July: 

 That our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and witness to the 
Gospel, may rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the Christian life,  we pray… 

 Por nuestros hermanos que se han alejado de la fe, para que, a través de nuestra oración y el testimonio 
evangélico, puedan redescubrir la cercanía del Señor misericordioso y la belleza de la vida cristiana, oremos...

mass PreParation: July 30 ,2017 the seventeenth sunday in ordinary time

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5,7-12
Solomon pleases God when he asks for a wise and understanding heart to 
better govern the people.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 119:57,72,76-77,127-130
The law of the Lord is more precious than silver and gold.

Second Reading: Romans 8:28-30
God chose us to be conformed to the image of his Son.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:44-52 
Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of Heaven.

Prayer & faith resourCes

 A parable is an interesting literary form 
that throws together or compares familiar events 
or items, while also providing a spiritual teaching. 
The parable of the grain and the weeds involves a 
concern about non-believers who are part of the 
early community of followers of Jesus. The dis-
ciples are restrained from removing them. How 
quick are we to try to root out someone we per-
ceive as less perfect or less desirable than our-
selves? Do we make room for God’s greatness and 
counterintuitive ways?
  

 Una parábola es una forma literaria intere-
sante que junta o compara eventos o temas famili-
ares, mientras que provee también de una enseñan-
za espiritual. La parábola de la semilla y la mala 
hierba aborda la preocupación sobre los que no 
creen que son parte de una comunidad temprana de 
seguidores de Jesús. A los discípulos se les prohíbe 
removerlos ¿Qué tan ansiosos estamos por remover 
a alguien a quien percibimos como menos perfectos 
o menos deseables que otros? ¿Hacemos espacio 
para la grandeza de Dios y sus maneras ajenas a la 
intuición?

gosPel meditation: the sixteenth sunday of ordinary time

Pray with Bishop Vasquez
Please consider Bishop Vásquez’ prayer request for the 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 23):
 For the Church, that as disciples of Christ we would allow the tiny seed of faith to grow in us, so that God 
may plant further seeds in others through our faithfulness and service, we pray… 

 Por la Iglesia, para que, como discípulos de Cristo, permitamos que la pequeña semilla de la fe crezca 
en nosotros, de manera que Dios pueda plantar más semillas en otros a través de nuestra fidelidad y servi-
cio, oremos...



Please support 
our wonderful 

sponsors! Their 
generosity 
makes this 

bulletin 
possible!

Coffee House & Bakery
In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8am - 1pm

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

Johnson City
405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX 

78620
(512) 858-5400

Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!

wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

advertise
with us.

(830) 833-5227 
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center
Upcoming retreats

 The Starting Anew Retreat at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton July 21-23 is a retreat for 
those who have gone through a divorce and had their dream of a lifelong marriage shattered. Cedarbrake staff 
Brian Egan and Beverly Collin will facilitate this retreat, which acknowledges the pain but also looks to build new 
dreams and restore hope for the future. The cost is $170 to $210 depending on occupancy. To register or for more 
information, call (254) 780-2436.

 The Healing Journey Retreat will be held at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Belton on Aug. 
3 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. This is a chance to come to a deeper understanding of forgiveness and to experience 
God’s healing power. Beverly Collin, assistant director at Cedarbrake, along with The Mercy of God Prayer Team 
will present this retreat. Retreatants will learn that forgiveness is also about letting go of pain in order to heal. 
The cost is $40 and includes lunch. To register or for more information, call (254) 780-2436.

Prayer & faith resourCes



(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade

(AKA Fr. Wade)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall 

for Private Events
318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227) Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

BLanCo
111 Blanco Rd.

(830) 833-4251

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship & 
prayer as we work in support of our church family! 




