
“LORD GOD OF HOSTS, RESTORE US;
LIGHT UP YOUR FACE AND WE SHALL BE SAVED.”

PSALM 80:20
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Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are 
glad that you are here.  If you have any questions 
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please 
contact the Church office for information concern-
ing  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First       
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing 
of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be 
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance.  Mar-
riage Arrangements need to be made with the priest 
at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of any-
one in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Saturday Evening Masses: 
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday Morning Masses:  
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
Thursday, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 8:00 a.m.
Thursday, Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 6:00 p.m.

First Friday of Each Month, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 
8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Ferdinand (Blanco)
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., Good Shepherd (Johnson City)

mass schedule

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
Please contact the parish office if you wish to contact 
Fr. Wade at this time.

Deacon Jessie Esquivel     
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour     
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and 
his knight will not serve him in any other way.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Friday, December 8

St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 8:00 a.m.
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 6:00 p.m.



the Best advent ever

We prepare for everything we consider important in 

life. And that includes Christmas. Join our parish for 

Best Advent Ever, a free email program that will help 

you prepare for Christmas in a unique way.  Each day 

you’ll receive an email with...

• Short inspirational videos from Matthew Kelly and  

 Dr. Allen Hunt

• Practical tips for your everyday life

• Real-life stories of hope

TO SIGN UP, VISIT 

BestAdventEver.com/BeautifulHope 

from the desk of fr. riChard

My dear brothers and sisters,

 As I mentioned to you on the weekend of November 4-5, 
Bishop Vasquez has decided to consecrate the Diocese of Austin 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Bishop Vasquez states in his 
decree, “I consecrate and entrust the Diocese of Austin to the 
Maternal care of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and her Immaculate 
Heart, in order that we might be drawn more fully into union 
with her beloved Son, Jesus, and His Sacred Heart, and more 
perfectly submit to the will of God.”
 This consecration will take place on Sunday, December 
10, the Second Sunday of Advent (including the Vigil Mass). 
This will be accomplished through the common prayer of all the 
parishioner throughout the Diocese. We at St. Ferdinand’s and 
Good Shepherd will participate by praying the Prayer of Conse-
cration after the homily.
 May the Immaculate Heart of Mary help us grow closer 
to her Son!

     With God’s Blessing,

     Fr. Richard Tijerina

Free Matthew Kelly Book 
After Masses Today!
Don’t forget to grab Perfectly Yourself by 
Catholic writer Matthew Kelly on your way 
out of Church. The book is available as 
a free gift to anyone who would like one     
until supplies run out. Happy reading!



Parish ministries & information

Week of December 2 - December 9, 2017

Saturday, December 2nd (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Marissa Grace Vargas offered by 
Mom, Dad, and brothers 

Saturday, December 2nd (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Nellie Prado Villafranco offered by 
Philis Esquivel

Sunday, December 3rd (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Repose of the soul of Mary Ann Ra-
bito offered by Dorothy Lowden

Sunday, December 3rd (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Elizabeth Sorrell on her birthday of-
fered by John L. and Linda Dechert

Thursday, December 7th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
St. Anne’s Altar Society

Thursday, December 7th (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Friday, December 8th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Friday, December 8th (StF) 6:00 p.m.
Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Saturday, December 9th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Bob Bindseil offered by his family 

Saturday, December 9th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania

masses & intentions

Week of November 26, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!
  
St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $2,566.00
Black Bag $430.27

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection $1,997.00
Building Fund $247.92

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental 
and physical needs. 

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey, 
Charles McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi 
Michalsky, Charles Reinert, Pam Woods, 
Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma,  Lu-
cille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben 
Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford Lane, 
Polo Zamora,  Liz Marchand, and Roselle                     
Wagner Fischler

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, 
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, 
please contact Warren Davis before or after Mass or 
by calling him directly at 713-569-9491.

Good shePherd Vocations chalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

StF second collection will be for the Building Fund. 
GS second collection will be for the Black Bag.

december 3 second collections



St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in 
the parish hall.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club 
Meeting times to be announced. 

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the St. Ferdinand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand parish hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m.  Call 830-833-
4939 for more information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the    
St. Ferdinand RE Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Good Shep-
herd RE Building. Our current study is “Exploring the 
Spirituality of the Gospels” please contact Karen Geb-
hardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Parish orGanizations &
meetinG times

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

Don’t Forget Your Gala Tickets!

Tickets for the 1st annual St. Ferdinand 
Christmas Gala are on sale after all 
masses this weekend! Individual tickets 
are $25 and family tickets are $50. All 
proceeds from the Gala benefit St. Fer-
dinand Ministries and building mainte-
nance. Please see Cathy Cudd or Philis 
Esquivel after mass today to purchase 
or reserve your tickets. For more infor-
mation on the Christmas Gala, please 
see the back page of this bulletin. Thank 
you for your support of the Christmas 
Gala! We can’t do it without you!

“my sheeP hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

Parish ministries & information, Cont’d

baby bank results!
thank you for your suPPort!

The parish Pro-Life Committee would like 
to thank you for your donations for the Baby 
Bank campaign that ended recently. St. Fer-
dinand raised $576.45 and Good Shepherd 
raised $235.76. Fifty percent of the funds will 
stay in the parish to help support our parish 
Pro-Life ministry and fifty percent will help 
support the Beginning of Life Apostolates at 
the diocesan level.  For more information or 
to volunteer, please contact the St. Ferdinand 
office at 830-833-5227.



faith formation & religious eduCation

st. ferdinand

Susan Moore, Director of RE
830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org

RE Office Hours:  Sundays 9:00-10:50, Wednes-
days 10:00-6:00

PreK-8th grade:  Sundays 9:30-10:40
Please pick up your children promptly at 10:40 so that 
catechists can arrive at 11:00 mass on time.

December 10th  Christmas party sponsored by 
Catholic Daughters of America
December 17th-January 7th  Christmas holidays
January 7th  Catechist Inservice 9:30-10:40
January 14th Classes resume

Blanco Tots Need Toys Angel Tree
Thank you for your generous gifts for Blanco Tots 

Need Toys recipients.  Gifts will be given to the fam-
ilies on Saturday, December 2nd.   Please remem-
ber the children and their families in your prayers 
this Advent.

Methodology:  How Do We Learn?
from the Echoes of Faith Catechetical Formation Se-
ries will be offered on Sunday, January 7, 2018, 9:30-
10:45 a.m. and 12:30-2:30 p.m in the Religious Ed-
ucation Building. The four segments of this module 
look at the lifelong cycle of human growth and devel-
opment from these perspectives: building knowledge, 
relating to others, learning to live a moral life, and 
growing in faith. This is a foundational module upon 
which sound catechetical methods and strategies can 
be built. There will be no regularly scheduled classes 
this day so that catechists may have the opportuni-
ty to attend. Coffee and light refreshments will be on 
hand until 10:00 a.m. and again at 12:30.  Certificates 
will be awarded for full participation.

reliGious education

RICH Youth Ministry Fall 2017

 SUNDAYS | 6-8 pm | food, games, TRUTH
December 3, 2017: Word Made Flesh: Advent and the Incarnation

December 10, 2017: Summit: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel!
December 17, 2017: Christmas Gala Serving our Parish Family

TONIGHT AT RICH: (Sunday, 12/3)
So God became man? How? And more importantly, why would God do such a thing? 

Parents: Do you worry that your teen sometimes feels like they’re not worthy? Tonight we’ll be talking 
about how Advent is the season of worthiness and how to prepare for a King.      
TEENS: The waiting is the hardest part. It’s the hardest part of growing up too. What can waiting on Jesus 
teach us about who He is and who we are? How does preparing for Christ help us to become more like Him? 
Come find out how waiting on the King makes us Kings and Queens too.  



RICH Youth Ministry
High School Religious Education
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-up for RICH Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm on 
Sundays. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth to register.

Youth Choir
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd are in need of youth and  young adults to help lead worship at one Mass 
per month. No prior liturgical music experience is necessary. Youth Choir rehearsals have been moved to 10 
a.m. before Mass on the third Sunday of each month. Song selections are available at stferdinandblanco.org/
youthchoir

faith formation & religious eduCation, Cont’d

youth ministry

Good shePherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Faith Formation Schedule:

Pre-K - 8th Grade
Sunday (After Mass) 10:15 - 11:30 a.m.

Sacrament Class (First Holy Communion)
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-
up for RICH Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm 
on Sundays. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/
richyouth to register.

High School & Young Adults Bible Study
A study of the Father’s unfailing love for you. This 
unique and immersive 8-Week series begins Wednes-
day October 4 at 6 p.m. in the Good Shepherd RE 
Building. 

Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the RE building at                                
Good Shepherd.

Patrick J. Hartin and his book, “Exploring the Spir-
ituality of the Gospels” are on tap for September 14, 
2017. If you have never come to one of our bible stud-
ies perhaps now is the time.  We’ll be studying the 
spiritual visions of each of the four Gospels--Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke & John! 

The book and study guide are a set and cost $16.00.  
Book scholarships are available. The class will be 
supplemented with a DVD presentation on each of 
the 7 lessons.
To order a book call Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301 
or email kgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Contemplative Prayer Group
The 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM is set aside 
for a time to rest in God’s presence.  We will resume 
our contemplative prayer as a group beginning No-
vember 14.  Come give God 30 minutes just for Him.  
Come Behold the one Beholding you. The group will 
meet in the Church at Good Shepherd!

reliGious education

YOUTH CHOIR AT CHRISTMAS!
Guaranteed Christmas Fun!

Young people of all ages are encouraged to join Youth Choir as we prepare for Christmas Eve Mass! Re-
hearsals will begin on Thursday, December 7 at 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Any and all instruments are 
welcomed! Please join us! 



sPeCial events and announCements

 Jesus asked, “What profit would there be for 
one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” (Mat-
thew 16:26a). The words were repeated to a young 
teacher of philosophy who had a highly promising ca-
reer in academics, with success and a 
life of prestige and honor before him.
 Francis Xavier, 24 at the time, 
and living and teaching in Paris, did 
not heed these words at once. They 
came from a good friend, Ignatius of 
Loyola, whose tireless persuasion fi-
nally won the young man to Christ. 
Francis then made the spiritual exer-
cises under the direction of Ignatius, 
and in 1534, joined his little communi-
ty, the infant Society of Jesus. Togeth-
er at Montmartre they vowed poverty, 
chastity, obedience, and apostolic ser-
vice according to the directions of the pope.
 From Venice, where he was ordained a priest in 
1537, Xavier went on to Lisbon and from there sailed 
to the East Indies, landing at Goa, on the west coast 
of India. For the next 10 years he labored to bring 
the faith to such widely scattered peoples as the Hin-

dus, the Malayans, and the Japanese. He spent much 
of that time in India, and served as provincial of the 
newly established Jesuit province of India.
 Wherever he went, Xavier lived with the poor-

est people, sharing their food and rough 
accommodations. He spent countless 
hours ministering to the sick and the 
poor, particularly to lepers. Very often 
he had no time to sleep or even to say 
his breviary but, as we know from his 
letters, he was filled always with joy.
 Xavier went through the islands 
of Malaysia, then up to Japan. He 
learned enough Japanese to preach to 
simple folk, to instruct, and to baptize, 
and to establish missions for those 
who were to follow him. From Japan 
he had dreams of going to China, but 

this plan was never realized. Before reaching the 
mainland, he died. His remains are enshrined in the 
Church of Good Jesus in Goa. He and Saint Thérèse 
of Lisieux were declared co-patrons of the missions in 
1925.

saint of the week: franCis Xavier

Ethics & Integrity in Minitry Training Opportunities
Saturday, December 9, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

EIM Training in ENGLISH will be conducted on Saturday, December 9th, 9:00-11:00 AM in the Parish 
Hall.  Additional EIM training workshops in English and Spanish may be found after signing in at the 
link below.  Please arrive promptly, as late arrivals will not be permitted entrance.   Anyone new to EIM 
(employees, newly-appointed ministers, etc.) and any parishioners due for a 3-year update must attend 
a workshop, in order to serve in any parish ministry, including serving on teams for upcoming ACTS 
retreats.  You can register for a class directly on the site below, after creating your own EIM account 
logon.  Please do not bring children to an EIM workshop.  Contact Liza or Carl Struck at castruck@aol.
com with any issues registering or with any questions about EIM training.  Thank you for answering the 
call to serve!

https://www.eappsdb.com/Login.asp?ORGZ_KEY=4

Help Fr. Wade Decorate His Christmas Tree!
Thru December 11

Fr. Wade needs your help decorating his Christmas tree! For Christmas this year, Fr. Wade has asked for 
ornaments from his parish family. Each family is encouraged to drop off 1 ornament to the church office 
between now and December 11. Your ornaments and prayers will help keep Fr. Wade in the Christmas spirit 
as he continues to fight his illness! Thank you for your support! 



MEDITACIÓN
 Tú y yo somos hombres y mujeres de fe que vivimos dentro de las normas de Occidente. Estamos 
irremediablemente (una frase muy descriptiva) orientados al futuro —tanto que a veces tenemos que 
asistir a conferencias que nos enseñan cómo estar presente en el momento. Corremos frenéticamente 
tras las perspectivas del futuro que cambian a la velocidad de la tecnología. Se botan lo de ayer, es olvi-
dado, mientras vemos a un futuro que esperamos que haga a nuestras vidas mejores y más productivas.
 Irónicamente, uno de nuestros problemas puede ser que no dormimos lo suficiente. Estamos 
despiertos demasiado, anticipando lo que podríamos extrañar. Esto a veces se conoce como el miedo a 
perderse. Nos mantiene en nuestras pantallas por temor a perder algo importante, que cambia la vida, 
que de otro modo nos pasaría de largo.
 Nuestra cosmovisión cultural que está orientada al futuro hace que apreciar este pasaje del Evan-
gelio sea un desafío. Necesitamos frenar, aprender a vivir en el presente y permitir que «la santa an-
ticipación» entre en nuestras vidas. Este es el regalo de la temporada de Adviento. Escucharemos los 
Evangelios de anticipación y preparación que culminarán en la celebración de la Navidad. Esperar es 
bueno; la santa espera es mejor. El Adviento nos da permiso para esperar nuevamente, vivir en el pre-
sente y apreciar verdaderamente el regalo de la Navidad en el pesebre de Belén.

ORACIÓN
 Esta sería una buena semana para orar con el rey David en el Salmo 57: 7-11. Recuerde que el 
llamado del Evangelio es estar listo, estar alerta y mantenerse despierto.
 «Mi corazón está dispuesto, Dios mío, mi corazón está dispuesto a cantarte himnos. Despierta, 
alma mía; despierten, arpa y salterio; ¡despertaré al nuevo día! Te alabaré con himnos, Señor, en medio 
de pueblos y naciones. Pues tu amor es grande hasta los cielos; tu lealtad alcanza al cielo azul. Dios mío, 
tú estás por encima del cielo. ¡Tu gloria llena toda la tierra!»

meditaCión: las ovejas y las CaBras

CeleBrating advent with mary

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Friday, December 8

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception observes Mary’s conception outside of original sin. This feast is a 
Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will take place at St. Ferdinand at 8 a.m. and Good Shepherd at 6 p.m.

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Tuesday, December 12

Please join us for the following activities and Mass in observance of the 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

6:00 a.m. - Mañanitas with Procession and Rosary in the Chapel to hon-
or Our Lady of Guadalupe followed by breakfast in the hall, chocolate, 
coffee, and Mexican pastries, etc. The Chapel will be open during the day.
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. - Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
6:00 p.m. - Songs to Our Lady of Guadalupe before Mass
7:00 p.m. - Mass (Fr. Matt Kessler is the presider) followed by pot luck 
dinner in the Parish Hall

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, ruega por nosotros.



Please support 
our wonderful 

sponsors! Their 
generosity 
makes this 

bulletin 
possible!

Coffee House & Bakery
In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8am - 1pm

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

Johnson City
405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX 

78620
(512) 858-5400

Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!

wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

advertise
with us.

(830) 833-5227 
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Prayer & faith resourCes, Cont’d.

Mass Preparation
December 10, 2017, The Second Sunday of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11
Isaiah tells the people to prepare a way for the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 85:9-14
The Lord’s salvation is near.

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14
Peter teaches that we must always be holy because the return of the Lord cannot 
be predicted.

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8
John the Baptist preached repentance and baptized the people, in preparation for 
the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit.



(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade

(AKA Fr. Wade)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall 

for Private Events
318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227) Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

BLanCo
111 Blanco Rd.

(830) 833-4251

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship & 
prayer as we work in support of our church family! 



ST. FERDINAND CATHOLIC CHURCH INVITES YOU!

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT ST. FERDINAND CATHOLIC CHURCH MINISTRIES

Fun f� the Wh�e Family!
RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! (830) 833-5227

CHILDREN UNDER 18 INCLUDED IN FAMILY TICKET · MUSIC STARTS AT 8PM!


