
“HE CAME FOR TESTIMONY,
TO TESTIFY TO THE LIGHT,

SO THAT ALL MIGHT BELIEVE
THROUGH HIM.”

JOHN 1:7
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Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are 
glad that you are here.  If you have any questions 
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please 
contact the Church office for information concern-
ing  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First       
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing 
of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be 
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance.  Mar-
riage Arrangements need to be made with the priest 
at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of any-
one in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Saturday Evening Masses: 
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday Morning Masses:  
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
Thursday, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 8:00 a.m.
Thursday, Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 6:00 p.m.

First Friday of Each Month, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 
8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Ferdinand (Blanco)
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., Good Shepherd (Johnson City)

Websites:

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, 
and other resources, please visit our websites:
www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

mass schedule

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
Please contact the parish office if you wish to contact 
Fr. Wade at this time.

Deacon Jessie Esquivel     
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour     
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and 
his knight will not serve him in any other way.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE



 This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to continue 
our reflection on the person and mission of John the 
Baptist. Today we depart from the Gospel of Mark and 
read a selection from the Gospel of John.
 The Gospel for today combines a brief pas-
sage from the prologue to John’s Gospel with a re-
port about John the Baptist. As in Mark’s Gospel, the 
Gospel of John contains no birth narrative. Instead, 
John’s Gospel begins with a theological reflection that 
has come to be called the “prologue.” This prologue 
places the story of Jesus in its cosmological frame-
work. It speaks of Jesus’ existence with God since the 
beginning of time. In John’s Gospel, Jesus is present-
ed as the fulfillment of the Old Testament and the cul-
mination of the Word, the light that is coming into the 
world’s darkness.
 Following this prologue, John reports on the 
ministry of John the Baptist. We learn about the at-
tention that John the Baptist received from the Jew-
ish authorities. Messengers from the Jewish priests, 
the Levites and the Pharisees question John about his 
identity and the meaning of the baptisms that he is 
performing. John’s Gospel uses these questions to es-

tablish the relationship between Jesus and John the 
Baptist. John the Baptist is not the Messiah, nor is 
he Elijah or the Prophet. In John’s denials, we hear 
echoes of the kind of messianic expectations that were 
common in first-century Palestine.
 The only affirmative response that John the 
Baptist gives is when he quotes the prophet Isaiah. 
Upon answering the next question, John announces 
that the savior they seek is already among them, but as 
yet unrecognized. John’s response highlights for us an 
important Advent theme: Jesus has already come into 
the world as our savior. During Advent, we pray that we 
will be able to recognize Jesus’ presence in our midst. 
Advent also reminds us that Jesus will come again to 
fulfill the promise of salvation. We pray that we will 
continue to be watchful as we anticipate that great day.
 The third Sunday of Advent is also called 
Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete, a Latin word which means 
“rejoice,” is taken from the entrance antiphon for 
Sunday’s Mass. This theme is echoed in today’s sec-
ond reading from the first Letter to the Thessalonians. 
It is a reminder that Advent is a season of joy because 
our salvation is already at hand.

sunday ConneCtion: reCognizing the true Jesus

Upcoming Advent & Christmas Service Schedule

Advent Penance Services:

St. Ferdinand: Tuesday, December 19, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Good Shepherd: Wednesday, December 20, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Christmas Masses:
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 Does not fulfill regular Sunday Obligation. 
Sunday Masses for the fourth Sunday of Advent will be held at their regularly scheduled times at St. 
Ferdinand and Good Shepherd. 

St. Ferdinand: 5 p.m. & Midnight
Good Shepherd: 7 p.m.

Christmas Day, Monday, December 25
Good Shepherd: 8:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand: 9:30 a.m.

New Year’s Day Masses:

Monday, January 1 Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Good Shepherd: 8 a.m.
St. Ferdinand: 10 a.m.

what’s going on: advent & Christmas



Parish ministries & information

Week of December 16 - December 23, 2017

Saturday, December 16th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of James “Jim” Meurer offered by            
Lucia Carbary

Saturday, December 16th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania

Sunday, December 17th (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Repose of the soul of Richard Parker 
offered by Dorothy Lowden

Sunday, December 17th (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Health of Lucille Scharnhorst offered by Lucia Carbary

Thursday, December 21st (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Dan Kubin offered by his family

Thursday, December 21st (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Raymond, John, and Victoria Carbary 
offered by the Carbary family

Saturday, December 23rd (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Saturday, December 23rd (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania

masses & intentions

Week of December 10, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!
  
St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $4,671.50
Retired Clergy $567.00

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection $1,766.30
Retired Clergy $209.30

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental 
and physical needs. 

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey, 
Charles McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi 
Michalsky, Charles Reinert, Pam Woods, 
Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma,  Lu-
cille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben 
Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford Lane, 
Polo Zamora,  Liz Marchand, and Roselle                     
Wagner Fischler

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, 
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, 
please contact Warren Davis before or after Mass or 
by calling him directly at 713-569-9491.

Good shePherd Vocations chalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

StF - No Second Collection
GS - Building Fund

december 17 second collections



St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in 
the parish hall.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club 
Meeting times to be announced. 

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the St. Ferdinand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand parish hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m.  Call 830-833-
4939 for more information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the    
St. Ferdinand RE Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Good Shep-
herd RE Building. Our current study is “Exploring the 
Spirituality of the Gospels” please contact Karen Geb-
hardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Parish orGanizations &
meetinG times

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

“my sheeP hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

Parish ministries & information, Cont’d

Prayers of thanksGiVinG!
Praise be to God!

Thanks and praise be to God for the healing of 
Roselle Wagner Fischler. 

Thanks and praise be to God for the many 
blessings given to our parishes. God is good, 
all the time!

If you or someone you know has received a special blessing, 
and would like to give thanks here, please email: bulletin@
stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer of thanksgiving will be listed 
here for two weeks at a time unless extenuating circumstanc-
es warrant further publication.

The Christmas Gala Needs                       
Your Desserts!
 
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd pa-
rishioners are encouraged to bring des-
serts for the upcoming Christmas Gala! 
Desserts may be dropped off when you 
join us tonight at Twin Sisters!. Mem-
bers of the St. Anne’s Altar society will 
serve the desserts at 
the Gala. Thank you 
for your contribu-
tion to this wonder-
ful event!



faith formation & religious eduCation

st. ferdinand

Susan Moore, Director of RE
830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org

RE Office Hours:  Sundays 9:00-10:50, Wednes-
days 10:00-6:00

PreK-8th grade:  Sundays 9:30-10:40
Please pick up your children promptly at 10:40 so that 
catechists can arrive at 11:00 mass on time.

December 10th  Christmas party sponsored by 
Catholic Daughters of America
December 17th-January 7th  Christmas holidays
January 7th  Catechist Inservice 9:30-10:40
January 14th Classes resume

Holy Heroes Advent Adventure
Holy Heroes offers free online video clips, a record-

ed decade a day of the rosary, and fun activities 
for children ages 5-12 during Advent.  Sign up at:  
http://www.holyheroes.com.  Click on the Advent 
Adventure banner.

Methodology:  How Do We Learn?
from the Echoes of Faith Catechetical Formation Se-
ries will be offered on Sunday, January 7, 2018, 9:30-
10:45 a.m. and 12:30-2:30 p.m in the Religious Ed-
ucation Building. The four segments of this module 
look at the lifelong cycle of human growth and devel-
opment from these perspectives: building knowledge, 
relating to others, learning to live a moral life, and 
growing in faith. This is a foundational module upon 
which sound catechetical methods and strategies can 
be built. There will be no regularly scheduled classes 
this day so that catechists may have the opportuni-
ty to attend. Coffee and light refreshments will be on 
hand until 10:00 a.m. and again at 12:30.  Certificates 
will be awarded for full participation.

reliGious education

youth ministry

ST. FERDINAND YOUTH CHOIR AT CHRISTMAS!
Serve Your Parish and have some Christmas Fun!

Youth Choir will be singing for the 5pm Vigil Mass on Sunday, 12/24. All youth are invited to participate. 
Rehearsals are on Tuesday 12/19 from 5pm - 6pm, and again on Sunday, 12/24 at 4pm. ALL INSTRU-
MENTS WELCOMED! 

RICH Youth Ministry Fall 2017

 SUNDAYS | 6-8 pm | food, games, TRUTH
December 17, 2017: Christmas Gala Serving our Parish Family

Advent Pilgrimage to St. John’s 
All youth are invited to join RICH for an advent pilgrimage to St. John’s in 
Marble Falls! The trip will include a service opportunity, great food, and a 
visit to the Marble Falls Walkway of Lights! The event will take place Thurs-
day, 12/21, from 5pm-10:30pm and is 100% FREE!!! Contact james@stfer-
dinandblanco.org to register.

RICH 
RETURNS
1/14/2018



faith formation & religious eduCation, Cont’d

Good shePherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Faith Formation Schedule:

Pre-K - 8th Grade
Sunday (After Mass) 10:15 - 11:30 a.m.

Sacrament Class (First Holy Communion)
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-
up for RICH Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm 
on Sundays. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/
richyouth to register.

High School & Young Adults Bible Study
A study of the Father’s unfailing love for you. This 
unique and immersive 8-Week series begins Wednes-
day October 4 at 6 p.m. in the Good Shepherd RE 
Building. 

Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the RE building at                                
Good Shepherd.

Patrick J. Hartin and his book, “Exploring the Spir-
ituality of the Gospels” are on tap for September 14, 
2017. If you have never come to one of our bible stud-
ies perhaps now is the time.  We’ll be studying the 
spiritual visions of each of the four Gospels--Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke & John! 

The book and study guide are a set and cost $16.00.  
Book scholarships are available. The class will be 
supplemented with a DVD presentation on each of 
the 7 lessons.
To order a book call Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301 
or email kgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Contemplative Prayer Group
The 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM is set aside 
for a time to rest in God’s presence.  We will resume 
our contemplative prayer as a group beginning No-
vember 14.  Come give God 30 minutes just for Him.  
Come Behold the one Beholding you. The group will 
meet in the Church at Good Shepherd!

reliGious education

 It’s not the founder of the Dominicans we 
honor on December 20, but there’s a poignant story 
that connects both Dominics.
 Our saint today, Dominic of Si-
los, was born in Spain around the year 
1000 into a peasant family. As a young 
boy he spent time in the fields, where 
he welcomed the solitude. He became 
a Benedictine priest and served in nu-
merous leadership positions. Following 
a dispute with the king over property, 
Dominic and two other monks were ex-
iled. They established a new monastery 
in what at first seemed an unpromising 
location. Under Dominic’s leadership, 
however, it became one of the most fa-
mous houses in Spain. Many healings 
were reported there.
 About 100 years after Dominic’s death, a 
young woman who experienced difficult pregnan-

cies made a pilgrimage to his tomb. There Dominic 
of Silos appeared to her and assured her that she 

would bear another son. The woman was 
Joan of Aza, and the son she bore grew 
up to be the “other” Dominic—Dominic 
Guzman, the one who founded the Do-
minicans.
 For hundreds of years thereafter, the 
staff used by Saint Dominic of Silos was 
brought to the royal palace whenever a 
queen of Spain was in labor. That prac-
tice ended in 1931.
 Saint Dominic of Silos’ connection 
with the Saint Dominic who founded 
the Dominican Order brings to mind the 
film Six Degrees of Separation: we are 
all connected it seems. God’s providen-

tial care can bring people together in mysterious 
ways, but it all points to his love for each of us.

saint of the week: dominiC of silos



ST. FERDINAND CATHOLIC CHURCH INVITES YOU!

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT ST. FERDINAND CATHOLIC CHURCH MINISTRIES

Fun f� the Wh�e Family!
RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! (830) 833-5227

CHILDREN UNDER 18 INCLUDED IN FAMILY TICKET · MUSIC STARTS AT 8PM!



MEDITACIÓN
 Los versículos de apertura del pasaje de esta semana recuerdan la primera palabra que habla 
Dios en el relato de la creación en Génesis: «¡Luz!». Traducimos esa sola palabra en una frase, «¡Que 
haya luz!», por el bien de la continuidad narrativa, pero el hebreo lo dice de una manera sencilla y la 
«¡Luz!» se convierte en realidad. Esa luz era buena y se sintió su efecto cuando Dios la separó de la os-
curidad (Génesis 1:1–4).
 Más adelante en este Evangelio, Jesús se proclama a sí mismo como «la luz del mundo» y declara 
que el que lo sigue, «tendrá la luz que le da vida, y nunca andará en la oscuridad» (Juan 8:12). Jesús 
y la «luz» de Génesis son uno y lo mismo. Juan sabe esto acerca de Jesús y entiende su papel de tes-
tificar y señalar a la gente hacia esa luz para que, como Mesías, Jesús pueda revelar al mundo el reino 
de Dios. Juan vino a dar testimonio de la luz. No era la luz. Esa luz verdadera que alumbra a toda la 
humanidad venía a este mundo. También nosotros somos llamados a dar testimonio de la luz. Cuando 
le entregamos nuestra vida a Jesús y seguimos la luz en la manera que vivimos nuestra vida, llegamos a 
ser demostraciones vivas de la posible transformación que sucede cuando la luz entre a nuestra vida y 
la oscuridad tiene que huir. Hemos nacido de nuevo, simbólicamente dejamos la oscuridad del vientre 
para entrar a la brillante luz del día. ¡No hay marcha atrás, solo hacia delante, hacia la luz!
ORACIÓN
 Este es una oración que obtuve al parafrasear un programa de un ministerio de jóvenes anglica-
nos. Capta nuestro tema de la luz del Evangelio muy apropiadamente:
 Señor, ayúdanos a ser personas que llevan la luz a todos los que los rodean. A pesar de que a veces 
hemos apagado nuestra luz, la reavivamos nuevamente y nos ayuda a no ser nunca los que apagan la 
luz de otro. Que podamos ser luz para el mundo y, al dejar que nuestra luz brille, que otros puedan ver 
nuestra luz y alaben a nuestro Padre en el cielo. Amén.

meditaCión: terCer domingo de adviento

sPeCial events and announCements

Prayer for the Third week of Advent

Lord, our God, we praise You for Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, for He is Emmanuel, the Hope of all peo-
ple. He is the Wisdom that teaches and guides us. 
He is the Savior of us all. O Lord, let your bless-
ing come upon us. May the light of the season be 
a sign of Christ’s promise of salvation. May He 
come quickly and not delay. We ask this in His 
holy name. Amen. 

Carolers Needed! Please join us on December 17th at 11:00 am to go to the Nursing Home in John-
son City as we sing Christmas Carols and distribute gifts to the residents. For more information, please 
call Jane Murrell at 830-868-7337.

GOOD SHEPHERD YOUTH CHOIR ON CHRISTMAS EVE!
Serve Your Parish and have some Christmas Fun!

Please join the youth choir before mass on Christmas Eve at 6:30 pm at Good Shepherd for a celebration of 
prayer and song in the Festival of Lessons and Carols. Please arrive early to mass and sing along!



Please support 
our wonderful 

sponsors! Their 
generosity 
makes this 

bulletin 
possible!

Coffee House & Bakery
In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8am - 1pm

Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

Johnson City
405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX 

78620
(512) 858-5400

Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!

wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

advertise
with us.

(830) 833-5227 
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Prayer & faith resourCes, Cont’d.

Mass Preparation
December 24, 2017, The Fourth Sunday of Advent

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16
The Lord promises David that he will raise from his descendents a kingdom that will 
endure forever.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 89:2-5,27,29
A prayer of praise to the Lord for his faithfulness to his covenant.

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
Paul praises God for making his revelation known.

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel visits Mary to announce the birth of Jesus.



(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade

(AKA Fr. Wade)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall 

for Private Events
318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227) Lowe’s Market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

BLanCo
111 Blanco Rd.

(830) 833-4251

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship & 
prayer as we work in support of our church family! 




