
“BEHOLD, I AM THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD.
MAY IT BE DONE TO ME ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD.”

LUKE 1:38
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Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are 
glad that you are here.  If you have any questions 
about our parish or joining the Catholic faith, please 
contact the Church office for information concern-
ing  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First       
Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing 
of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be 
scheduled with the priest six weeks in advance.  Mar-
riage Arrangements need to be made with the priest 
at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of any-
one in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Saturday Evening Masses: 
St. Ferdinand (Blanco) 5:00 p.m., 
7:00 p.m. (Español)

Sunday Morning Masses:  
Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 9:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 11:00 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
Thursday, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 8:00 a.m.
Thursday, Good Shepherd (Johnson City): 6:00 p.m.

First Friday of Each Month, St. Ferdinand (Blanco): 
8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday, 4:00 p.m., St. Ferdinand (Blanco)
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., Good Shepherd (Johnson City)

Christmas Office Schedule:
The St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd Parish Offices 
will be closed beginning on Friday, December 23 and 
will reopen on Wednesday, December 27. The office 
will also be closed on Monday, January 1, 2018. 

mass schedule

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Wade Russell, Pastor
Please contact the parish office if you wish to contact 
Fr. Wade at this time.

Deacon Jessie Esquivel     
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour     
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and 
his knight will not serve him in any other way.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE



 This Sunday we read the story of the angel Ga-
briel’s announcement to Mary about the birth of Jesus. 
This story is found only in Luke’s Gospel. On this fourth 
Sunday of Advent, the liturgy shifts our attention from 
John the Baptist to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Both 
John and Mary serve as important figures for our re-
flection during the season of Advent; they both played 
instrumental roles in preparing the way for Jesus. Last 
week we reflected on John the Baptist’s announcement 
that the Savior was among us, although not yet recog-
nized. This week we reflect upon Mary’s example of faith 
and obedience to God, traits which permitted her to re-
ceive the angel’s message that God’s Son would be born 
as a human person, as one of us.
 We are familiar with the story of the Annuncia-
tion, and it is fitting that we recall how God announced 
the birth of Jesus as we make our final preparations for 
our celebration of the Incarnation. The angel Gabriel 
visited Mary, a virgin betrothed to a man named Jo-
seph. Mary greeted the angel’s news with awe and won-
der and asked how it could be possible that she could 

give birth to a child. In his reply, the angel Gabriel an-
nounced the seemingly impossible reality: the child to 
be born would be conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and would be God’s own Son. The angel report-
ed to Mary another miracle; her relative Elizabeth was 
also pregnant despite having been thought to be unable 
to have a child. Mary’s response to the angel, which is 
called her fiat, is an example of complete faith and obe-
dience to God.
 The story of the Annunciation calls to our at-
tention God’s wondrous action in human history. God 
chose a human person to give birth to his Son so that 
all humanity would know God’s salvation. Mary, already 
full of God’s grace, was able to cooperate in this great 
plan for our salvation. Thus Jesus was born as one of 
us, fully human and also fully divine. This is the mystery 
we prepare to celebrate at Christmas, the mystery of the 
Incarnation. In the model of Mary, we pray that we will 
be people of faith who recognize God’s saving plan for us 
and are able respond with obedience.

sunday ConneCtion: the hope of the inCarnation

Upcoming Christmas Service Schedule

Christmas Masses:
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 

St. Ferdinand: 5 p.m. & Midnight
Good Shepherd: 7 p.m.

Christmas Day, Monday, December 25
Good Shepherd: 8:00 a.m.
St. Ferdinand: 9:30 a.m.

New Year’s Day Masses:

Monday, January 1 Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the Mother of God

Good Shepherd: 8 a.m.
St. Ferdinand: 10 a.m.

what’s going on: Christmas masses

Prayer for the Fourth week of Advent

 Father in heaven, help us to remember that all our gifts come from you. When we think we are in 
charge, remind us that we are your people and that you are our God. God above, as you found favor in the 
Virgin Mary, help us live so that you find favor in our lives. Help us to be holy. Help us, Lord, to follow 
Mary’s example of faith and trust. Holy Spirit, along with Mary, help us, too, to say: “Yes, God, I am yours. 
Do with me as you want. Make me your hands on earth.” We ask this in His holy name. Amen. 



parish ministries & information

Week of December 23 - December 30, 2017

Saturday, December 23rd (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Saturday, December 23rd (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania

Sunday, December 24th (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Parishioners of Good Shepherd & 
St. Ferdinand

Sunday, December 24th (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Birthday Blessings for Juan Vargas offered by Lisa                
and the boys

Sunday, December 24th (StF) 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 24th (GS) 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 24th (StF) Midnight

Monday, December 25th (GS) 8:00 a.m.

Monday, December 25th (StF) 9:30 a.m.

All Christmas Eve and Day Masses are intended for the 
spiritual benefit of the parishioners of St. Ferdinand and 
Good Shepherd.

Thursday, December 28th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
For the health of Adrian Zamarripa offered by his friends

Thursday, December 28th (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Repose of the soul of Grace Afflerbaugh offered by friends 
of the Afflerbaugh family.

Saturday, December 30th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the soul of Lala Longoria offered by her family

Saturday, December 30th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Benediciones para la Communidad Hispania

masses & intentions

Week of December 17, 2017
Thank you for your generosity!
  
St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $3,416.26
Black Bag $490.53

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection $886.00
Black Bag $318.00

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental 
and physical needs. 

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey, 
Charles McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi 
Michalsky, Charles Reinert, Pam Woods, 
Clara Jo Bindseil, Wyatt Ledesma,  Lu-
cille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba Sr., Ruben 
Gonzales, Lupe Barrera, Clifford Lane, 
Polo Zamora,  Liz Marchand, and Roselle                     
Wagner Fischler

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, 
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, 
please contact Warren Davis before or after Mass or 
by calling him directly at 713-569-9491.

Good shePherd Vocations chalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3



St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in 
the parish hall.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club 
Meeting times to be announced. 

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 
the St. Ferdinand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand parish hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m.  Call 830-833-
4939 for more information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
St. Ferdinand Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the    
St. Ferdinand RE Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Good Shep-
herd RE Building. Our current study is “Exploring the 
Spirituality of the Gospels” please contact Karen Geb-
hardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Parish orGanizations &
meetinG times

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5

“my sheep hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

parish ministries & information, Cont’d

Prayers of thanksGiVinG!
Praise be to God!

Thanks and praise be to God for the healing of 
Roselle Wagner Fischler. 

Thanks and praise be to God for the many 
blessings given to our parishes. God is good, 
all the time!

If you or someone you know has received a special blessing, 
and would like to give thanks here, please email: bulletin@
stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer of thanksgiving will be listed 
here for two weeks at a time unless extenuating circumstanc-
es warrant further publication.

Money Counters Needed at                 
Good Shepherd
 
Good Shepherd is currently in need of 
committed individuals who are willing 
to count money after 9 a.m. mass on 
Sundays. Each Sunday, a money count-
ing team is responsible for counting, 
documenting, and depositing funds re-
ceived during parish collections. Teams 
rotate monthly and provide an invalu-
able service to the parish. Please contact 
admin@stferdinandblanco.org if you 
are interested in joining this fun and 
important ministry. 



faith formation & religious eduCation

st. ferdinand

Susan Moore, Director of RE
830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org

RE Office Hours:  Sundays 9:00-10:50, Wednes-
days 10:00-6:00

PreK-8th grade:  Sundays 9:30-10:40
Please pick up your children promptly at 10:40 so that 
catechists can arrive at 11:00 mass on time.

December 10th  Christmas party sponsored by 
Catholic Daughters of America
December 17th-January 7th  Christmas holidays
January 7th  Catechist Inservice 9:30-10:40
January 14th Classes resume

Holy Heroes Advent Adventure
Holy Heroes offers free online video clips, a record-

ed decade a day of the rosary, and fun activities 
for children ages 5-12 during Advent.  Sign up at:  
http://www.holyheroes.com.  Click on the Advent 
Adventure banner.

Methodology:  How Do We Learn?
from the Echoes of Faith Catechetical Formation Se-
ries will be offered on Sunday, January 7, 2018, 9:30-
10:45 a.m. and 12:30-2:30 p.m in the Religious Ed-
ucation Building. The four segments of this module 
look at the lifelong cycle of human growth and devel-
opment from these perspectives: building knowledge, 
relating to others, learning to live a moral life, and 
growing in faith. This is a foundational module upon 
which sound catechetical methods and strategies can 
be built. There will be no regularly scheduled classes 
this day so that catechists may have the opportuni-
ty to attend. Coffee and light refreshments will be on 
hand until 10:00 a.m. and again at 12:30.  Certificates 
will be awarded for full participation.

reliGious education

youth ministry

RICH Youth Ministry 2017-2018

 SUNDAYS | 6-8 pm | food, games, TRUTH

RICH 
RETURNS
1/14/2018

FEBRUARY 2-4, 2018 | WACO CONVENTION CENTER

DCYC 2018 REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
All high school aged youth are encouraged to join RICH at DCYC 2018. The cost for DCYC is $60 per 
registrant. Parent chaperones are needed as well. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/dcyc for more in-
formation and to register! 



faith formation & religious eduCation, Cont’d

Good shePherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Faith Formation Schedule:

Pre-K - 8th Grade
Sunday (After Mass) 10:15 - 11:30 a.m.

Sacrament Class (First Holy Communion)
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-
up for RICH Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm 
on Sundays. Please visit stferdinandblanco.org/
richyouth to register.

Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the RE building at GS
Patrick J. Hartin and his book, “Exploring the Spir-
ituality of the Gospels” are on tap for September 14, 
2017. If you have never come to one of our bible stud-
ies perhaps now is the time.  We’ll be studying the 

spiritual visions of each of the four Gospels--Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke & John! 

The book and study guide are a set and cost $16.00.  
Book scholarships are available. To order a book 
call Karen Gebhardt 210-414-7301 or email kge-
bhardt52@gmail.com.

Contemplative Prayer Group
The 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM is set aside 
for a time to rest in God’s presence.  We will resume 
our contemplative prayer as a group beginning No-
vember 14.  Come give God 30 minutes just for Him.  
Come Behold the one Beholding you. The group will 
meet in the Church at Good Shepherd!

Prayer for Families from Good Shepherd RE
Loving God, During this Holy season of Christmas, 
we ask for your blessing on all families. Let Mary’s 
openness to your wondrous ways be an inspiration 
to place all trust in you. Let Joseph’s courage pro-
vide hope during times of anxiety and uncertainty.
Let Jesus’ life ignite all families with a spirit of light 
and love. May the Grace that encircles the Holy 
Family widen to embrace all families. For this we 
pray, Amen.

reliGious education

 “As the number of disciples continued to grow, 
the Greek-speaking Christians complained about the 
Hebrew-speaking Christians, saying that 
their widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. So the Twelve called 
together the community of the disciples 
and said, ‘It is not right for us to neglect 
the word of God to serve at table. Broth-
ers, select from among you seven repu-
table men, filled with the Spirit and wis-
dom, whom we shall appoint to this task, 
whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.’ The proposal was acceptable to 
the whole community, so they chose Stephen, a man 
filled with faith and the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 6:1-5).
 Acts of the Apostles says that Stephen was a 
man filled with grace and power, who worked great 
wonders among the people. Certain Jews, members 
of the Synagogue of Roman Freedmen, debated with 
Stephen, but proved no match for the wisdom and 

spirit with which he spoke. They persuaded others to 
make the charge of blasphemy against him. He was 

seized and carried before the Sanhedrin.
 In his speech, Stephen recalled God’s 
guidance through Israel’s history, as well 
as Israel’s idolatry and disobedience. He 
then claimed that his persecutors were 
showing this same spirit. “…you always 
oppose the holy Spirit; you are just like 
your ancestors” (Acts 7:51b).
 Stephen’s speech brought anger from 

the crowd. “But he, filled with the holy Spirit, looked 
up intently to heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and he said, 
‘Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.’ …They threw him 
out of the city, and began to stone him. …As they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.’ …’Lord, do not hold this sin against them’” 
(Acts 7:55-56, 58a, 59, 60b).

saint of the week: stephen (deCember 26)



speCial events and announCements

Merry Christmas!
From Fr. Wade!

 Fr. Wade and his family wish to thank the 
St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd parish families 
for their tremendous support and faith through-
out the past year. Your prayers, well-wishes, love, 
sacrifice, and service have helped Fr. Wade im-
mensely. Your encouraging prayers and fighting 
spirit have bolstered him in mind, body, and soul. 
Fr. Wade continues to maintain that he can “feel 
every prayer” and wants you to know that he is 
praying for you this Christmas. 
 Fr. Wade and the family want to thank all 
of you who have brought food and other gifts in 
his time of need. They are also extremely grateful 
for the love you’ve shown him by helping to dec-
orate his Christmas tree! Fr. Wade is extremely 
proud of his Christmas tree, and the Christmas 
Spirit is alive in him because of it! 
 Fr. Wade wishes you all a Merry Christ-
mas! May you, your families, friends, and all 
whom you love rest in the peace of the Christ 
Child now and throughout the new year!

1st annual Christmas gala report

Thank you to everyone who helped to plan, attended, and worked at the 1st Annual Christmas Gala last Sunday 
evening. The event was a great success and a lot of fun because of YOU! Please see the results of our fundraiser 
broken down below. 

Cash Donations:  $845
Meal Tickets: $6,035
Total Raffles: $2,925
Live Auction: $8,275
Silent Auction: $1,526

Expenses: $871.73

total Profit: $18,734.27

thank you to the folloWinG businesses and orGanizations for 
their suPPort of the 1st annual christmas Gala:

austin steam train; Blanco ac and Heating; Buttercrust Bak-
ery, san antonio; cHicken express, Blanco; cuts & curls, Blanco; 
deer acres Bed & BreakFast, Blanco; exotic resort Zoo, JoHnson 
city; HeB, Bulverde; Home depot, Bulverde; loWe’s pay and save, 
Blanco; old 300 BBQ, Blanco; oWl spring rancH, kendalia; river 
crossing golF cluB, spring BrancH; san antonio spurs; st. anne’s 
altar society; tpc golF course, san antonio; texas Hills vine-

yard, JoHnson city; vaaler golF cluB, Blanco; Walmart, Bulverde



Community Devotion to Venerable Solanus Casey 
 Many in our families and community are in need of prayers due to illness, 
poverty and other hardships. We ask all of our parishioners and guests to pray for 
Fr. Wade as he faces cancer treatments. You can pray for this intention and your 
own through the intercession of Fr. Solanus Casey by reciting the prayer found 
below. On behalf of Fr. Wade and your parish family, thank you for your prayers.  
Prayer for the Beatification of Venerable Solanus Casey
Imprimatur: +Adam Cardinal Maida, Archbishop of Detroit. March 31, 2007  © F.S.G.  3/07 
 O God, I adore You. I give myself to You. May I be the person You want 
me to be, and may Your will be done in my life today. I thank You for the gifts You 
gave to Father Solanus. If it is Your Will, bless us with the beatification of Vener-
able Solanus so that others may imitate and carry on his love for all the poor and 
suffering of our world.
 As he joyfully accepted Your divine plans, I ask You, according to Your Will, to 
hear my prayer for (your intention) through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 +Blessed be God in all His designs.
 For more about the life of Venerable Fr. Solanus Casey, his spirituality, 
and his beatification, please visit www.solanuscasey.org.

Venerable
Fr. Solanus Casey

MEDITACIÓN
 Para responder a la pregunta muy práctica de María —«¿Cómo podrá suceder esto?»—, el ángel 
explica que, para que se cumpla su palabra, el Espíritu Santo tendrá que venir sobre ella y el poder del 
Dios altísimo se posará sobre ella —«[te] cubrirá con su sombra» (La Biblia de las Américas). El resul-
tado será que el hijo «que va a nacer será llamado Santo e Hijo de Dios».
 Gabriel utiliza los términos de su cultura para revelarle a María el papel que Dios, como Padre, 
desempeñará en la concepción y el nacimiento de su hijo. El esposo del Medio Oriente tiene dos papeles 
principales: «empoderar» y «proteger» a su esposa. Dios se hará cargo de estas responsabilidades mat-
rimoniales. El empoderamiento se llevará a cabo cuando el Espíritu Santo venga sobre María. El poder 
que ella experimentará es el don de la vida que resultará en su embarazo.
 También Dios protegerá a María; el Espíritu Santo la «cubrirá con su sombra» para que sea guar-
dada de peligro y daño. María sabe que la referencia a «cubrir con su sombra» significa que en los meses 
que lleven hasta el nacimiento de su hijo Dios estará presente con ella como lo estaba en el tabernáculo 
de Moisés en el desierto (Éxodo 40:34–35, LBLA). María es el nuevo tabernáculo de Dios. Ella dijo sí 
para que el Salvador del mundo pudiera entrar en la historia por medio de ella. María es la nueva Eva. 
Ella será la madre del Mesías y el Mesías también será el Hijo de Dios.

meditaCión: Cuatro domingo de adviento

speCial events and announCements

GOOD SHEPHERD YOUTH CHOIR ON CHRISTMAS EVE!
Serve Your Parish and have some Christmas Fun!

Please join the youth choir before mass on Christmas Eve at 6:30 pm at Good Shepherd for a celebration of 
prayer and song in the Festival of Lessons and Carols. Please arrive early to mass and sing along!
ST. FERDINAND YOUTH CHOIR ON CHRISTMAS EVE!
Serve Your Parish and have some Christmas Fun!

Youth Choir will be singing for the 5pm Vigil Mass on Sunday, 12/24. All youth are invited to participate. A 
rehearsal will take place on Sunday, 12/24 at 4pm. ALL INSTRUMENTS WELCOMED! 



Please support 
our wonderful 

sponsors! Their 
generosity 
makes this 

bulletin 
possible!

Coffee House & Bakery
In the Blanco Square (830) 833-3129

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8am - 1pm

loWe’s market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

JoHnson city
405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX 

78620
(512) 858-5400

Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!

wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

advertise
with us.

(830) 833-5227 
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

prayer & faith resourCes, Cont’d.

Mass Preparation
December 31, 2017, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, Cycle B

Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3
God fulfills his promise to Abraham, and Sarah gives birth to a son.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 105:1-6,8-9
A prayer of thanksgiving to God for his faithfulness to his covenant.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19
Paul examines Abraham’s example of faith.

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:22-40
Mary and Joseph present Jesus at the Temple in accordance with the                                         
Law of Moses.



(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade

(AKA Fr. Wade)

(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 
Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org 

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & Dance Hall 

for Private Events
318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227) loWe’s market
Lowe’s Farm & Feed • Nu-

trena Ace Hardware

Blanco
111 Blanco Rd.

(830) 833-4251

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship & 
prayer as we work in support of our church family! 




