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Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are glad that you are here.  If you have any questions about our parish or joining the 
Catholic faith, please contact the Church office for information concerning  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First       Eu-
charist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six 
weeks in advance.  Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of anyone in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office Hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Richard Tijerina
frictij@gmail.com

Deacon Jessie Esquivel      
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour     
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and 
his knight will not serve him in any other way.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

Parish ministries & information

Week of March 31, 2018 - April 8, 2018

Saturday, March 31st (StF) 8:30 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of George Reininger offered by Rhonda 
Klepac-Uecker

Saturday, March 31st (StF) 8:30 p.m.
(Español) Parishioners of St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd 

Sunday, April 1st (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Repose of the Soul of Fr. Wade Russell

Sunday, April 1st (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd

Monday, April 2nd (StF) 8:00 a.m.
No Mass

Tuesday, April 3rd (StF) 8:00 a.m.
For all souls in Purgatory

Thursday, April 5th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Members of  St. Anne’s Altar Society

Thursday, April 5th (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Friday, April 6th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Dan Kubin

Saturday, April 7th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Jim Meurer offered by Rhonda Kle-
pac-Uecker

Saturday, April 7th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Parishioners of Good Shepherd & St. Ferinand 

For Mass intention inquiries, please stop by the St. Ferdi-
nand Parish Office during regular business hours or call 
(830) 833-5227.

masses & intentions



MEDITATIO
 In this account of the empty tomb, Peter and John run 
to arrive at the scene. They “saw” the empty tomb and the grave 
clothes. Peter noticed that the wrappings from the head of Jesus 
were not lying with the other burial material. What did they con-
clude from this evidence that they saw?
 In our English translation of this Gospel, we note that 
both Peter and John “saw” aspects of the scene and conclude from 
what they saw that Jesus had risen from the grave. It is interesting 
that in the original Greek the writer uses three separate words to 
describe how they saw and understood the evidence of the emp-
ty tomb. John arrives at the entrance of the tomb and “saw” that 
it was empty. Our author uses the word “blepo” to describe that 
experience. To “blepo” means to simply see what is before you. 
Then Peter arrives and goes into the tomb, and we learn that he 
“saw” more evidence than John. Here the Greek word for seeing 
is “thereo,” which means that he is beginning to attach additional 
meaning (forming a theory) beyond what he sees on the surface. 
Then John enters the tomb and “saw” all that Peter saw—but now 

the Greek word used for sight is “eido.” This indicates that John 
came to an intelligent conclusion based on the evidence. Now we 
know why John writes that he “saw and believed.”
 Our journey of faith is similar. We have to come into con-
tact with a set of facts, give them careful consideration, and wait 
for the Spirit to confirm those facts to us so that we can believe. 
This takes time, perhaps even a period of forty days in anticipa-
tion of Holy Week and Easter. Faith is a process of growth. This is 
confirmed in this resurrection account.
ORATIO
 St. Paul relates an early Christian prayer when he writes 
to the church in Ephesus. This prayer is a call for the believer to 
wake up and allow the light of Jesus to shine so that you can live 
a full life of faith. It will be our prayer this week: 

“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you” (Ephesians 5:14 NRSV).

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

sunday ConneCtion: the first day of the week

MEDITACIÓN
 En este relato del sepulcro vacío, Pedro y Juan corren para 
llegar al lugar. Ellos «ven» el sepulcro vacío y las vendas. Pedro se 
da cuenta de que la tela que había servido para envolver la cabeza 
de Jesús no estaba junto a las vendas. ¿Qué concluyen ellos por la 
evidencia que habían visto?
 En la traducción española de este Evangelio, notamos que 
los dos, Pedro y Juan, «vieron» aspectos del escenario y concluy-
en que Jesús había resucitado de entre los muertos. Es interesante 
que en el griego original el escritor usa tres diferentes palabras para 
describir cómo ellos vieron y entendieron la evidencia del sepulcro 
vacío. Juan llega a la entrada del sepulcro y «vio» que estaba vacío. 
Nuestro autor usa la palabra «blepo» para describir la experiencia. 
«Blepo» significa ver simplemente lo que está delante. Luego Pedro 
llega y entra al sepulcro y aprendemos que él «vio» más evidencia 
que Juan. Aquí la palabra griega para ver es «tereo», que significa 
que él comienza a adjuntar significado adicional (formar una teoría) 
más allá de lo que se puede ver superficialmente. Luego Juan entra 
al sepulcro y «vio» todo lo que Pedro veía—pero ahora la palabra 

griega usada para ver es «eido». Esto indica que Juan llegó a una 
conclusión inteligente basada en la evidencia. Ahora sabemos por 
qué Juan escribe que él «vio y creyó».
 Nuestro viaje de fe es similar. Tenemos que entrar en con-
tacto con un conjunto de hechos, darles una consideración cuidado-
sa y esperar que el Espíritu nos confirme los hechos para que poda-
mos creer. Esto lleva tiempo, tal vez un período de cuarenta días, en 
anticipación de la Semana Santa y la Pascua. La fe es un proceso de 
crecimiento. Esto se confirma en este relato de la Resurrección.
ORACIÓN
 Cuando san Pablo escribe a la iglesia en Éfeso, incluye una 
oración cristiana temprana. Esta oración es un llamado al creyente 
para que se despierte y permita que la luz de Jesús brille y así pueda 
vivir una vida llena de fe. Será nuestra oración esta semana: 

«Despierta, tú que duermes; levántate de entre los muer-
tos, y Cristo te alumbrará» (Efesios 5:14).

¡Cristo ha resucitado! ¡Ciertamente, ha resucitado!

este domingo: el Primer día de la semana

"CHRIST BECAME OBEDIENT TO THE POINT OF DEATH,
EVEN DEATH ON A CROSS. BECAUSE OF THIS, GOD GREATLY

EXALTED HIM AND BESTOWED ON HIM THE NAME
WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY NAME."

PHILIPPIANS 2:8-9

ST. FERDINAND, BLANCO MASS TIMES: 
MONDAY, 8:00 A.M.

THURSDAY, 8:00 A.M.
FRIDAY,  8:00 A.M.

SATURDAY, 5:00 P.M.
SATURDAY (ESPAÑOL) 7:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, 11:00 A.M.

GOOD SHEPHERD, JOHNSON CITY MASS TIMES: 
THURSDAY, 6:00 P.M.
SUNDAY, 9:00 A.M.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  
SATURDAY, 4:00 P.M., ST. FERDINAND
SUNDAY, 8:30 A.M., GOOD SHEPHERD

OR BY APPOINTMENT

MAILING ADDRESS:
25 MAIN STREET | BLANCO, TEXAS | 78606

PHONE NUMBERS: 
OFFICE PHONE: (830) 833-5227

OFFICE FAX: (830) 833-9978

GENERAL INFORMATION:  
ADMIN@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

BULLETIN INQUIRIES:  
CATHY@STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG

VISIT US ONLINE:  
WWW.STFERDINANDBLANCO.ORG
WWW.GOODSHEPHERDJCTX.ORG

IN THIS ISSUE:  THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK! | JPII: “O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” | ACTS 



Week of March 18, 2018
Thank you for your generosity!
  
St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $4,430.00
Black Bag $457.33

Good Shepherd
Regular Collection $1,341.79

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the parish hall.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the St. Ferdi-
nand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand 
parish hall.

ACTS Core Team:
Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p. m. in the St. Ferdi-
nand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m.  Call 830-833-4939 for more 
information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the St. Ferdinand 
Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand RE 
Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Good Shepherd RE Build-
ing. Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@
gmail.com.

ParisH orGanizations & meetinG times

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental and physical 
needs. 

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey, Charles 
McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi Michalsky, 
Charles Reinert, Pam Woods, Clara Jo Bindseil, 
Wyatt Ledesma,  Lucille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba 
Sr., Ruben Gonzales, Clifford Lane, Polo Zamora,  
Liz Marchand, Roselle Wagner Fischler, Dylan 
Gonzales, Virginia Duerr, and Freddy Salazar

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, 
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

Parish ministries & information, Cont’d

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, please contact 
Warren Davis before or after Mass or by calling him directly at 
713-569-9491.

Good sHePHerd Vocations cHalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

StF - No Second Collection
GS - No Second Collection

aPril 1 second collections

Websites

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, and other resources, 
please visit our websites:

www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

The St. Ferdinand & Good Shep-
herd Parish Offices will be Closed 

Monday, April 2.



“my sheeP hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

El Retiro de ACTS para Mujeres (Español)
Abril 12-15, 2018 en El Centro de Retiro Wellspring

El retiro de ACTS comienza el Jueves 12 de Abril y termina con una misa a las 11:00 y luego un convivio acabo durante un fin de semana. 
Esta organizado por un grupo de mujeres cristianas y patrocinado por la Iglesia Católica, pero esta abierto a toda mujer Cristiana sin im-
portar su denominación. El propósito de este retiro de tres días es colaborar con el crecimiento spiritual de cada individuo y construir una 
mejor comunidad parroquial. Lo mas importante de un retiro de ACTS es que le ayudara a profundizar su relación personal con Dios y 
otros miembros de la comunidad a través de los temas: Adoración, Comunidad, Teología y Servicio, Los objetivos de retro son: Brindar la 
oportunidad a que cada participante se enfoque en su fe y la aplicación de esta en la vida diaria; encontrar propósito en su vida de oración, 
aumentar su presencia en la liturgia y cultivar amistades entre los miembros de la comunidad de la iglesia. 

Registraciones en la Parroquia St. Ferdinand se proporcionara transporte hacia y desde el centro del retiro para las participantes. El costo 
por participante es $100.00. Deposito de $50.00 debe de presentarse con esta solicitud para reservar su lugar en el retiro. El resto se paga 
al momento de registrarse antes del comienzo del retiro. Comuníquese con Rosa Vargas 210-800-3453 

Financial Report Available on April 8
 
A financial status report for both St. Ferdinand and Good 
Shepherd will be available after all masses next weekend. 
If you have any questions or concerns after viewing the 
report, please contact James Longoria by email james@
stferdinandblanco.org or office phone (830) 833-5227. 

sPeCial events and announCements
Congratulations to New Catholics! 

St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd wish to congratulate Mindy Dechert and 
Brandon Phipps on their entrance into full communion with the Catholic 
Church on Easter Vigil! Thank you for your commitment and welcome to 
the family! A special thank you to all of the teachers, sponsors, and family 
who have helped them on their journey. 

O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?
by PoPe JoHn Paul ii

ExcErpt from EastEr Homily, april 16, 2006

“Ubi est mors stimulus tuus?”. “O death, where 
is your sting?” (1 Cor 15:55), exclaims the Apostle 
Paul, touched on the road to Damascus by the light 
of the Risen Christ. His cry echoes down the cen-
turies as the proclamation of life for the whole of 
human civilization. We too, the men and women 
of the twenty-first century, are invited to be mind-
ful of this victory of Christ over death, revealed to 
the women of Jerusalem and the Apostles, when 
they arrived hesitantly at the tomb. Through the 
Church, the experience of these eye-witnesses has 
come down to us too. It is a significant part of the 
journey of the pilgrims who, during this Year of 
the Great Jubilee, are entering through the Holy 
Door, and going away with renewed courage to 
build pathways of reconciliation with God and 
with their brothers and sisters. At the heart of this 
Year of grace, may the proclamation of Christ’s 
followers be heard more loudly and clearly, a 

joint proclamation, beyond all divisions, in ardent 
longing for full communion: “Scimus Christum 
surrexisse a mortuis vere”. “Yes, that Christ is tru-
ly risen from the dead we know, Victorious King, 
your mercy show!”

PRAYER FOR THE INTERCESSION 
OF POPE ST. JOHN PAUL II

O Blessed Trinity, we thank you for having 
graced the Church with Saint John Paul II and 

for allowing the tenderness of your fatherly care, 
the glory of the Cross of Christ and the splendor 

of the Spirit of love to shine through him.
Trusting fully in your infinite mercy and in the 

maternal intercession of Mary, he has given us a 
living image of Jesus the Good Shepherd. He has 

shown us that holiness is the necessary mea-
sure of ordinary Christian life and is the way of 

achieving eternal communion with you. 
Grant us, by his intercession, and according to 

your will, the graces we implore, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

easter with PoPe st. John Paul ii



faith formation & religious eduCation

st. ferdinand

Susan Moore, Director of RE
830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org

RE Office Hours:  Sun. 9:00-10:50, Wed. 10:00-6:00

PreK-8th grade:  Sundays 9:30-10:40
Please pick up your children promptly at 10:40 so that cate-
chists can arrive at 11:00 mass on time.

April 1st Easter Sunday  No class
April 28th 12:00 - 1:30 (Saturday) Rehearsal for First                                         
Holy Communion
May 6th First Holy Communion
May 13th Mother’s Day  No Class
May 20th Last Day of Class
July 16-20th 9:00-Noon Rome: Paul and the Underground 
Church Vacation Bible School

You will show me the path to life, abounding joy in 
your presence, the delights at your right hand forever. 

Psalm 16:11 (NAB)

Me mostraras la senda de la vida, la abundancia de 
goces que en ti moran, las delicias eternas a tu diestra. 

Salmos 15:11

Welcome New Families!!
If your family is new to the parish, or you just haven’t been 
sure when or how to enroll in faith formation classes, please 
know you are most welcome to stop by any Sunday morn-
ing 9:30-10:40 to see our Religious Education program for 
PreK-8th grade, in the Religious Education Building direct-
ly across the parking lot from the church.  Registration is 
available year round. 

First Communion Families
 Please note a slight change in time for the rehearsal for First 
Holy Communion.  The time has been changed to 12:00-1:30 
on the same day originally scheduled:  Saturday, April 28th.

reliGious education
Good sHePHerd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Faith Formation Schedule:
Pre-K - 8th Grade: Sundays 10:15-11:30 a.m. 
Sacrament Class: (1st Communion): Wed. 6:00-7:00 p.m.

April 1: No Classes - Easter
April 4 - May 2: 1st Communion Classes Resume
April 8 - April 29: RE Classes Resume
May 6: No Classes - First Communion Mass Celebration
May 9: 1st Communion Mystagogy - Reflection Class (Last 
Class)
May 13: No Classes - Mother’s Day
May 20: No Classes - Graduation Mass / End of the Year RE Party

Confirmation Preparation: 
Sunday 6:00-8:00 p.m. (During RICH Youth Ministry) All 
Teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-up and attend 
RICH Youth Ministry on Sunday nights. Please visit stferdi-
nandblanco.org/richyouth to register. There will be a confirma-
tion retreat set for August, and Confirmation Celebration Mass 
is set for October 30, 2018. Please contact James Longoria or 
Margie Vasquez for specific Confirmation Schedule.

Women’s Bible Study
When:  Each Thursday beginning February 8 at 10 a.m.
Where:  Good Shepherd RE Building

Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@
gmail.com if you have questions or are ready to order your 
study materials.

divine merCy Community Prayer

Divine Mercy Prayer Service

The St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd RE departments invite all parish-
ioners and the surrounding community to a Prayer Service on Divine 
Mercy Sunday, April 8 at 3pm in the Main Church at St. Ferdinand. We 
will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet together followed by some time of 
silent reflection in front of the Divine Mercy image. 



Healing Through the Heart of Jesus
Saturday, April 14, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Cedarbrake Retreat Center

Healing through the Heart of Jesus will be held Saturday, April 14 from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The focus will be on our identity as God’s loved ones and on the wounds 
that prevent us from living that identity. Father Charlie Garza, pastor of St. Martin de 
Porres will be the presenter. Cost is $40

High School Religious Education
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-up for RICH 
Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm on Sundays. Please visit 
stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth to register. 
For all Youth Ministry inquiries contact James at james@stfer-
dinandblanco.org or (979) 492-4644

TONIGHT AT RICH: NO RICH TONIGHT! RICH Youth 
Ministry wishes you and your family a blessed Easter! Please join 

us next week on Divine Mercy Sunday (details below). 
 
Godstock 2018
Godstock 2018 will take place on April 21! Registration is limited 
and on a first-come, first-serve basis. Register by March 25 to 
guarantee a T-Shirt! Cost is $45/teen. Chaperones are free! Visit 
stferdinandblanco.org/rich-events to register.

Next Week at RICH - SURFER JESUS! We’ve talked about 
Jesus’ miracles, the things He said, and the time in which He 
lived, but did Jesus really believe he was the Son of God? How 
does our personal relationship with Him reveal His true nature?

faith formation & religious eduCation, Cont’d

youtH ministry

RICH Youth Ministry 2017-2018

 SUNDAYS | 6-8 pm | food, games, TRUTH

Prayer & faith resourCes

Mass Preparation
April 8, 2018, Second Sunday of Easter, Cycle B (or Sunday of Divine Mercy)

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 
The first Christian community shared their possessions, and no one was needy.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 118:2-4,13-15,22-24
The Lord’s mercy endures forever.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
Those who love God keep his commandments.

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31
Thomas believes because he sees Jesus.

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5



St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship & 
prayer as we work in support of our church family! 

Coffee House & Bakery
In the Blanco Square

(830) 833-3129
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8am - 1pm

lowE’s markEt

Lowe’s Farm & Feed
Nutrena • Ace Hardware

JoHnson city
405 Hwy. 281 S.
(830) 868-4274

911 West 290
Dripping Springs, TX 78620

(512) 858-5400

Like us on Facebook!
Bring your pets!

wholepetsmarket301@yahoo.com

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade

(AKA Fr. Wade)

Blanco
111 Blanco Rd.

(830) 833-4251

oscarsegura@txwinet.com

Rock Work • All Types of Fence Work
Chain Link • Privacy • No Climb

Barbwire

Open Everyday
Dine in, Catering & 

Dance Hall for 
Private Events

318 4th Street
1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

Please suPPort our sPonsors

for mEmorial sponsorsHip and advErtising opportunitiEs, plEasE Email catHy@stfErdinandBlanco.org


