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Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us.  We are glad that you are here.  If you have any questions about our parish or joining 
the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office for information concerning  reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eu-
charist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick.  Parent interviews for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six 
weeks in advance.  Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest at least six months in advance.  Holy Communion can 
be brought to the sick on request.  If you know of anyone in need please call the office.

Welcome Visitors & Guests

Monday through Friday:
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

office Hours

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

staff emails

Rev. Fr. Richard Tijerina
frictij@gmail.com

Deacon Jessie Esquivel      
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour     
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

James Longoria, PBA, Youth Minister
james@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Carla Ammons, Secretary & Bookkeeper
carla@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary & Communications
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

office contact information

“Christ redeemed us on the hard arms of the Cross, and 
his knight will not serve him in any other way.”

-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

Parish ministries & information

Week of April 28, 2018 - May 5, 2018

Saturday, April 28th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Saturday, April 28th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
(Español) Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Sunday, April 29th (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. Health of Matthew Fry offered by the 
Longoria family

Sunday, April 29 (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Wesley Reid Cudd

Monday, April 30th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Health of Ross Falcon offered by the Longoria family

Tuesday, May 1st (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Health of Betty Abbenante offered by the Longoria family

Thursday, May 3rd (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Thursday, May 3rd (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Souls in Purgatory

Friday, May 4th (StF) 8:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Dan Kubin offered by his family

Saturday, May 5th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Benefactors of Lonnie H., May God Bless Them

Saturday, May 5th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd 

For Mass intention inquiries, please stop by the St. Ferdi-
nand Parish Office during regular business hours or call 
(830) 833-5227.

masses & intentions



MEDITATIO
 “By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples.” How can we glorify God? It seems pre-
sumptuous on our part as disciples to try and give God glory. We 
are the creatures and God is the creator. It should be God who 
gives the glory not the other way around. We need to allow Middle 
Eastern culture and custom to inform our understanding of this 
passage. The word that we see translated as “glorified” can also be 
translated as “honored,” which may be easier to comprehend in 
the context of Jesus’s teaching.
 Honor is the primary Middle Eastern value. Honor drives 
the culture. You are born into a certain “honor status” at birth and 
are expected to maintain that level for the whole of your life. Hon-
or is a “public claim to value and worth” that is acknowledged by 
members of the family, village, community, and nation.
 When we are securely connected to the vine as a healthy, 
fruit-producing branch we bring honor to the Father. It will please 
the Father to see us bearing good fruit. This is how we can glori-
fy the Father. We can’t do this on our own. Our openness to the 

strength the vine provides the branches is evidence that we are 
living in and through the might of the Father who is our Patron.
 God is glorified, God is honored, when we bear the good 
fruit that is the result of our staying connected to the true vine. 
When we reveal the good fruit in our lives we bring honor to the 
Father, who delights to provide all we need to live as children of 
the light in a world much too comfortable in darkness.

ORATIO
 I was drawn to this prayer for fruitfulness from Our 
Daily Bread. It captures the beauty of the Gospel this week:

“Thank you, Lord, for nurturing us with your truth, 
dwelling within us, and empowering us to enjoy a life 
of fruitfulness. Cultivate grace and courage in our 
hearts. Prune us with gentle hands so that we will 
bloom, as we obey your Word and praise you with 
reckless abandon. Amen.”

sunday ConneCtion: that you Ber muCh fruit

MEDITACIÓN
 «En esto se muestra la gloria de mi Padre, en que den 
mucho fruto y lleguen así a ser verdaderos discípulos míos.» ¿Cómo 
podemos glorificar a Dios? Como discípulos, parece presuntuoso de 
nuestra parte tratar de dar gloria a Dios. Somos las criaturas y Dios 
es el Creador. Debe ser Dios que da la gloria y no al revés. Necesita-
mos permitir que la cultura y las costumbres del Medio Oriente nos 
comuniquen el entendimiento de este pasaje. La palabra que se tra-
duce como «gloria» también se puede traducir como «honor», que 
puede ser más fácil de comprender en el contexto de la enseñanza 
de Jesús.
 El honor es un valor principal del Medio Oriente. El hon-
or impulsa la cultura. Tú naces con un cierto «estatus de honor» y 
tienes la expectativa de mantener ese estatus para toda tu vida. El 
honor es un «reclamo público de valor y dignidad» reconocido por 
los miembros de la familia, el pueblo, la comunidad y la nación.
 Cuando estamos firmemente conectados a la vid como una 
rama sana que produce fruto, traemos honor al Padre, a quien le 
agradará vernos dar buenos frutos. Así es cómo glorificamos al Pa-

dre. No podemos hacerlo por nuestra propia cuenta. Ser abiertos a 
la fuerza que la vid provee a las ramas es evidencia que vivimos en y 
por medio del poder del Padre, que es nuestro patrón.
 Dios es glorificado y honrado cuando damos el buen fruto 
que resulta de mantenernos conectados a la vid verdadera. Cuando 
revelamos el buen fruto en nuestra vida traemos honor al Padre, 
que se deleita en proveer todo lo que necesitamos para vivir como 
hijos de la luz en un mundo demasiado cómodo en la oscuridad.
ORACIÓN
 Una oración por la productividad encontrada en Nues-
tro Pan Diario me llamó la atención. Capta lo hermoso del Evan-
gelio esta semana.

«Gracias, Señor, por nutrirnos con tu verdad, vi-
vir dentro de nosotros y facultarnos para disfru-
tar una vida fructífera. Cultiva la gracia y el coraje 
en nuestros corazones. Pódanos con manos suaves 
para que florezcamos, mientras obedecemos tu Pa-
labra y te alabamos con incauto abandono. Amén.»

este domingo: Que den muCho fruto

 Most of what we know about Mark comes directly from 
the New Testament. He is usually identified with the Mark of Acts 
12:12. When Saint Peter escaped from prison, he went to the home 
of Mark’s mother.
 Paul and Barnabas took him along on the first 
missionary journey, but for some reason Mark returned 
alone to Jerusalem. It is evident, from Paul’s refusal to 
let Mark accompany him on the second journey despite 
Barnabas’s insistence, that Mark had displeased Paul. 
Because Paul later asks Mark to visit him in prison, we 
may assume the trouble did not last long.
 The oldest and the shortest of the four Gospels, the Gospel of 
Mark emphasizes Jesus’s rejection by humanity while being God’s tri-
umphant envoy. Probably written for gentile converts in Rome—after 
the death of Peter and Paul sometime between A.D. 60 and 70—Mark’s 

Gospel is the gradual manifestation of a “scandal”: a crucified Messiah.
 Evidently a friend of Mark—calling him “my son”—Peter is 
only one of this Gospel’s sources, others being the Church in Jerusale, 

and the Church at Antioch.
 Like another Gospel writer Luke, Mark was not one of 
the 12 apostles. We cannot be certain whether he knew 
Jesus personally. Others hold Mark to be the first bish-
op of Alexandria, Egypt. Venice, famous for the Piazza 
San Marco, claims Mark as its patron saint; the large 
basilica there is believed to contain his remains.
 A winged lion is Mark’s symbol. The lion derives 

from Mark’s description of John the Baptist as a “voice of one crying 
out in the desert” (Mark 1:3), which artists compared to a roaring lion. 
The wings come from the application of Ezekiel’s vision of four winged 
creatures to the evangelists

saint of the week: mark



Week of April 22, 2018
Thank you for your generosity!
  
St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection $4,315.91
Good Shepherd
Regular Collection $1,119.00
Building Fund $319.00

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with first fruits of all your produce

Then will your barns be filled with plenty,
with new wine your vats will overflow.

- Proverbs 3:10

collections statement

St. Anne’s Altar Society 
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the parish hall.

Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the St. Ferdi-
nand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand 
parish hall.

ACTS Core Team:
Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p. m. in the St. Ferdi-
nand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m.  Call 830-833-4939 for more 
information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

St. Ferdinand Youth Choir:
Meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. in the St. Ferdinand 
Chapel

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand RE 
Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Good Shepherd RE Build-
ing. Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@
gmail.com.

ParisH orGanizations & meetinG times

Please pray for parishioners’ spiritual, mental and physical needs. 

Cynthia Ford, Ralph Moss, George Richey, Charles 
McKinney, Nellie Upshaw, Naomi Michalsky, 
Charles Reinert, Pam Woods, Clara Jo Bindseil, 
Wyatt Ledesma,  Lucille Scharnhorst, Joe D. Riba 
Sr., Ruben Gonzales, Clifford Lane, Polo Zamora,  
Liz Marchand, Roselle Wagner Fischler, Dylan 
Gonzales, Freddy Salazar, Betty Abbenante, and 
Francis Hartmann

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way, 
please email: bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org. Prayer inten-
tions will be listed here for two weeks at a time unless exten-
uating circumstances warrant further publication. 

Prayer list

Parish ministries & information, Cont’d

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, please contact 
Warren Davis before or after Mass or by calling him directly at 
713-569-9491.

Good sHePHerd Vocations cHalice

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

StF - Black Bag
GS - No Second Collection

aPril 29 second collections

Websites

For a complete list of ministries, contacts, and other resources, 
please visit our websites:

www.stferdinandblanco.org
www.goodshepherdjctx.org



“my sheeP hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

sPeCial events and announCements

 

Blanco Knights of Columbus  Council #14844  
is hosting a Raffle for a chance to win a 

  

$1,000.00   Cabela’s  Gift Card 

 
Tickets are $25 each available after every Mass.  

Only 200 tickets available…   

   Thank you for all of your help in our  
Scholarship Fundraising efforts!   

May God Bless you and your families!   

Knights of Columbus Fundraiser 
Benefitting K of C Scholarship Fund
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faith formation & religious eduCation

st. ferdinand

Susan Moore, Director of RE
830-833-0444 or susan@stferdinandblanco.org

RE Office Hours:  Sun. 9:00-10:50, Wed. 10:00-6:00

PreK-8th grade:  Sundays 9:30-10:40
Please pick up your children promptly at 10:40 so that cate-
chists can arrive at 11:00 mass on time.

April 28th 12:00 - 1:30 (Saturday) Rehearsal for First                                         
Holy Communion
May 6th First Holy Communion
May 13th Mother’s Day  No Class
May 20th Last Day of Class
July 16-20th 9:00-Noon Rome: Paul and the Underground 
Church Vacation Bible School

You will show me the path to life, abounding joy in 
your presence, the delights at your right hand forever. 

Psalm 16:11 (NAB)

Me mostraras la senda de la vida, la abundancia de 
goces que en ti moran, las delicias eternas a tu diestra. 

Salmos 15:11

First Communion Families
Please note a slight change in time for the rehearsal for First 
Holy Communion.  The time has been changed to 12:00-1:30 
on the same day originally scheduled:  Saturday, April 28th.

Easter Season Snacks
We will be celebrating the Easter Season by serving snacks 
until Pentecost!  If you would like to donate snacks or help to 
serve them, please contact Susan at 833-0444.

reliGious education
Good sHePHerd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org

Faith Formation Schedule:
Pre-K - 8th Grade: Sundays 10:15-11:30 a.m. 
Sacrament Class: (1st Communion): Wed. 6:00-7:00 p.m.

April 4 - May 2: 1st Communion Classes Resume
April 8 - April 29: RE Classes Resume
May 6: No Classes - First Communion Mass Celebration
May 9: 1st Communion Mystagogy - Reflection Class (Last 
Class)
May 13: No Classes - Mother’s Day
May 20: No Classes - Graduation Mass / End of the Year RE Party

Confirmation Preparation: 
Sunday 6:00-8:00 p.m. (During RICH Youth Ministry) All 
Teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-up and attend 
RICH Youth Ministry on Sunday nights. Please visit stferdi-
nandblanco.org/richyouth to register. There will be a confirma-
tion retreat set for August, and Confirmation Celebration Mass 
is set for October 30, 2018. Please contact James Longoria or 
Margie Vasquez for specific Confirmation Schedule.

Women’s Bible Study
When:  Each Thursday beginning February 8 at 10 a.m.
Where:  Good Shepherd RE Building

Contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 or kgebhardt52@
gmail.com if you have questions or are ready to order your 
study materials.

Good Shepherd RE Parent Meeting
Wednesday, May 9 at 6 p.m., Good Shepherd Parish Hall

All parents are encouraged to attend an RE development par-
ent meeting. Topics will include class schedules, middle school 
youth ministry, and summer activities for children and youth.
For more information contact Margie Vasquez. 

st. ferdinand feast day CeleBration

Come Celebrate with Your Parish Family 
Wednesday, May 30th

Wednesday, May 30th, is the feast day of St. Ferdinand. We would like to celebrate this year with 
a pot luck dinner in the parish hall that evening (time to be determined). We would love to have a 
display of old pictures of the Chapel, Church, or any of the buildings of St. Ferdinand parish. Also, 
we’d like to have some input about the beginning of the parish from our more seasoned parishio-
ners. If you have pictures of events that took place in the Chapel or on the grounds here at St. Ferdi-
nand (weddings, baptisms, etc.), anything to show the history of the parish, we’d love to see them or 
have copies of them. If you have a special story you’d like to share, write it down and send it to us at 
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org.



“my sheeP hear my voiCe; i know them, and they follow me.”
-JOHN 10:27

sPeCial events and announCements

Teen ACTS 2018 Registration OPEN!!!
June 28 - July 1, 2018

If you or a high school teen you know would like to 
experience Christ and our Catholic faith in a more 
personal and rewarding way with other teens, this 
year’s Teen ACTS Retreat is June 28 - July 1, 2018 
at the Wellsprings Retreat Center.  Retreatants 
must currently be completing their Freshman 
through Senior year of high school and need not 
be Catholic to attend.  Cost for the retreat is $100.  
Scholarships are available.  Contact Carl or Liza 
Struck at castruck@aol.com or 830-833-3210 to 
attend or for more information.

TEC (Together Encounter  Christ) Retreat Registration Open
TEC #19 – June 22-24, 2018

TEC starts as a three day retreat centered on the Paschal Mystery of Jesus, and then welcomes you into a greater community 
focused on living our Catholic-Christian faith daily. Sponsored by the Diocese of Austin, TEC of Central Texas is a weekend of 
prayer, reflections/talks, group discussions, personal study, recreation, live music and activities. TEC of Central Texas weekends 
are held at the beautiful Eagle’s Wings Retreat Center which is in the hill country just outside Burnet, Texas. Retreatants are 
required to attend all three days and retreats begin at 10:00 AM on your day of arrival and concludes at 5:30 PM on your day of 
departure. There are only two TEC of Central Texas retreats each year and availability is limited. Registration for TEC 19 is cur-
rently open. The standard cost to attend TEC is $125, but you can register for TEC 19 (June 22-24,) for just $100 through May 24. 
You may register by visiting www.tecofctx.wordpress.com

RICH & Teen ACTS Fundraiser
Sunday, April 29 after 11 a.m. Mass

RICH and Teen ACTS Youth will be selling religious 
articles, gifts, books and youth group t-shirts after the 
11 a.m. Mass on Sunday, April 29. Youth will also be 
selling baked goods, and providing sodas and coffee 
for a suggested donation. Please consider donating 
a baked good to the sale! If you’d like to contribute, 
please contact james@stferdinandblanco.org for more 
information. All proceeds will benefit scholarships for 
Teen ACTS and RICH youth ministry events. Thank 
you for your donations and support of youth ministry 
at St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd!

Ashes to Easter Boxes Due!

Please return your Ashes to Easter boxes 
to the parish office or with an usher before 
any Mass. Ashes to Easter boxes benefit lo-
cal missionary efforts in and outside of the 
Diocese of Austin. 

Adult Confirmation Class - More info to come

Classes for adults wishing to receive the Sacrament of Confir-
mation will begin on Wednesday,  May 16 from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Prospective students may register in the parish office during 
regular business hours or on the first day of class. We will 
meet every other Wednesday. A full schedule can be found at 
stferdinandblanco.org/confirmation.

Blanco Good Samaritan Center
Volunteer Opportunities

Blanco Good Samaritan Center has volunteer opportunities 
open on morning or afternoon shifts Monday through Satur-
day! We would love to have you stop by and fill out a volun-
teer application. Join the fun! Stop by the store to see our up-
graded, updated décor and take a tour of our food pantry. We 
are located at the corner of Pecan and 7th Street and are open 
from 10-4 Monday through Friday, 10-6 on Thursdays and 
10-4 the third Saturday of each month. For more informa-
tion, visit us online at blancogoodsam.org or call us at (830) 
833-5269. We hope to see you soon! 

High School Religious Education
Sunday Evening 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Confirmation Preparation
Any teens seeking Confirmation in 2018 must sign-up for RICH 
Youth Ministry and attend from 6-8pm on Sundays. Please visit 
stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth to register. 
For all Youth Ministry inquiries contact James at james@stfer-
dinandblanco.org or (979) 492-4644

 

TONIGHT AT RICH: THE DOCTOR What do we mean 
when we say Jesus is the Divine Physician? Jesus assumed the 
consequence of sin, disease and death, through his work on the 
cross so that we might be healed. 6 p.m. Food and fun!

NEXT WEEK AT RICH: - THE APPOINTMENT We make 
appointments with doctors for our physical health. Shouldn’t we 
make an appointment with Jesus for our spiritual health?

faith formation & religious eduCation, Cont’d

youtH ministry

RICH Youth Ministry 2017-2018

 SUNDAYS | 6-8 pm | food, games, TRUTH

Prayer & faith resourCes

Mass Preparation
May 6, 2018, Sixth Sunday of Easter, Cycle B

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10:25-26,34-35,44-48 
The gift of the Holy Spirit comes to Cornelius and his household, and they are baptized.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 98:1,2-3,3-4
A song of praise for God’s salvation

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-10
God is love.

Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17
Jesus commands his disciples to love one another.

“We, though many, are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another.”
-ROMANS 12:5



(your ad here)
Support Your Parish. Spread Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business 
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial 

Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | cathy@stferdinandblanco.org 

St. Anne’s Altar Society

St. Anne, Pray for Us!

Join us the first Thursday of each month after
8:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship & 
prayer as we work in support of our church family! 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey Wayne Russell
- Uncle Wade

(AKA Fr. Wade)

oscarsegura@txwinet.com

Rock Work • All Types of Fence Work
Chain Link • Privacy • No Climb

BarbwireOpen Everyday
Dine in, Catering & 

Dance Hall for 
Private Events

318 4th Street
1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

For memorial sponsorship and advertising opportunities, please email cathy@stFerdinandblanco.org

Please suPPort our sPonsors


