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“The days are coming, says the LORD, when I will 

fulfill the promise . . .” Jeremiah 33:14
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W e l c o m e  V i s i t o r s & G u e s t s

Thank you for Celebrating the Mass with us. We are glad that you are here. If you have any questions about our parish or joining
the Catholic faith, please contact the Church office for information concerning reception of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eu-
charist, Confirmation, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick. Parent interviews for Baptism need to be scheduled with the priest six
weeks in advance. Marriage Arrangements need to be made with the priest at least six months in advance. Holy Communion can be
brought to the sick on request. If you know of anyone in need, please call the office.

S t a f f E m a ils

Rev. Fr. Brion Zarsky
frbrion@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Jessie Esquivel
dcn.jessie@stferdinandblanco.org

Deacon Tony Barbour
dcn.tony@stferdinandblanco.org

Susan Moore, Director of Religious Education
susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Penny Thomas, Bookkeeper
penny@stferdinandblanco.org

Cathy Cudd, Secretary
cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

o f f i c e H o u r s

Monday through Friday:
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

o f f i c e c o n t a c t I n f o r m a t i o n

Mailing Address:
25 Main St.
Blanco, TX 78606

Phone Numbers:
Main Office: (830) 833-5227
Office Fax: (830) 833-9978

General Information
admin@stferdinandblanco.org

Bulletin Information
bulletin@stferdinandblanco.org

“C h r i s t r e d e e m e d u s o n t h e h a r d a r m s o f t h e C r o s s , a n d

h i s k n i g h t w i l l n o t s e r v e h i m i n a n y o t h e r w a y .”
-SAINT FERDINAND III OF CASTILE

P a r i s h M i n i s t r i e s & I n f o r m a t i o n

5:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 1st (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

Sunday, December 2nd (GS) 9:00 a.m.
Rosary at 8:25 a.m. For Dorothy Lowden

Sunday, December 2nd (StF) 11:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Elizabeth Sorrell on her birthday by John 
L. and Linda Dechert

Tuesday, December 4th (StF) No Mass

Wednesday, December 5th (StF) 9:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Pam Woods by Denise Campbell

Thursday, December 6th (StF) 9:00 a.m.
Ladies of St. Anne’s Altar Society

Thursday, December 6th (GS) 6:00 p.m.
Parishioners of Good Shepherd and St. Ferdinand

Friday, December 7th (SF) 9:00 a.m.
Repose of the Soul of Dan Kubin by his family

Saturday, December 8th (StF) 5:00 p.m.
Repose of the Soul of Francis Hartmann by Mr. & Mrs. George 
Vogel

Saturday, December 8th (StF) 7:00 p.m.
Parishioners of St. Ferdinand and Good Shepherd

mas s es  & I n t e n t i o n s

Week of December 1, 2018 – December 8, 2018

Saturday, December 1st (StF)
Health of Kenneth Holiday by the Taylors

All bulletin items must be submitted by 

end of day on Monday.
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The Advent season is a time of expectation for the coming of 

the Lord. In the liturgical calendar of the Catholic Church, the 

first Sunday of Advent, which is December 2, marks the 

beginning of the new liturgical year.

This time invites us to better our lives.

Together with the whole church throughout the world, we 

are eagerly waiting to see the promised savior. We call him 

using the ancient words of the Bible, “Maranatha, come, Lord 

Jesus, come!”

It is not yet Christmas season, despite what business and 

department stores do. Christmas has a proper time, from Dec. 

25 to Jan. 6, as proclaimed by the carol, “The Twelve Days of 

Christmas.”

We celebrate Advent by meditating on the prophets’ 

announcements of the future coming of the Messiah.

The prophet Isaiah said, “The Lord will give you this sign: The 

virgin will be with child and bear a son and shall name him 

Emmanuel.”  (Isaiah: 7:14)

Later, the angel Gabriel told Mary, “Behold, you shall 

conceive in your womb and bear a son and you shall name him 

Jesus. 

He will be the great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High and the Lord God will give Him the throne of David his 

father and His kingdom will have no end.” (Luke: 1:32) 

During the first week of Advent, we also commemorate St. 

Nicholas, an early bishop who – with the help of time and 

imagination – is known to many as Santa Claus.

One of the symbols we use is the Advent wreath, which 

originated with the Lutherans of eastern Germany a few 

hundred years ago. It has four candles, one for each week of 

Advent. The tradition of the lighting of the wreath during the 

four weeks before Christmas took place in the homes of the 

believers and gradually made its way into the church.

You are invited to use the Advent season as a time of 

expectation and preparation. If possible, use an Advent wreath 

at the center of your dinner table or in a prominent place and 

light an additional candle every week at dinner time in 

anticipation for the coming of Jesus, the Lord and Messiah.

A d v e n t  i s  t h e  t i m e  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  C h r i s t m a s

El tiempo de Adviento es un tiempo de espera para la venida

del Señor. En el calendario litúrgico de la iglesia católica, el 

primer domingo de Adviento, es el 2 de diciembre, marca el 

comienzo del nuevo año litúrgico.

Esta vez nos invita a mejorar nuestras vidas. 

Junto con toda la iglesia en todo el mundo, estamos

esperando con impaciencia para ver al Salvador prometido. Lo 

llamamos usando las antiguas palabras de la Biblia, 

"Maranatha, ven, Señor Jesús, ven!"

Aún no es Navidad, a pesar de verlos en los negocios y 

almacenes. La Navidad tiene un tiempo apropiado, desde el 25 

de diciembre al 6 de enero, proclamado por los villancicos, "Los 

doce días de Navidad".

Celebramos el Adviento meditando los anuncios de los

profetas de la venida futura del Mesías.

El profeta Isaías dijo: «el Señor os dará esta señal: la virgen

concebirá y dará a luz un hijo y le pondrá por nombre

Emmanuel. "  (Isaiah: 7:14) Más tarde, el ángel Gabriel dijo a 

María, "he aquí, deberá concebir en su seno y dará a luz a un 

hijo y se le pondrá por nombre Jesús. 

Él va a ser el grande y será llamado el hijo del Altísimo y el 

Señor Dios le dará el trono de David su padre y su reino sin 

fin." (Luke: 1:32)

Durante la primera semana de Adviento, también

conmemoramos San Nicolás, Obispo que con la ayuda de la 

imaginacio y el tiempo – es conocido por muchos como Santa 

Claus.

Uno de los símbolos que utilizamos es la corona de Adviento, 

que se originó con los luteranos de Alemania del este hace unos

cien años. Tiene cuatro velas, una por cada semana de 

Adviento. La tradición de la iluminación de la corona durante

las cuatro semanas antes de Navidad en las casas de los

creyentes y poco a poco hizo su camino en la iglesia.

Les invitamos a utilizar el tiempo de Adviento como un 

tiempo de expectativa y preparación. Si es posible, use una

corona de Adviento en el centro de su mesa o en un lugar

prominente y encienda una vela cada semana a la hora de la 

cena en anticipación de la venida de Jesús, Señor y Mesías.

A d v i e n t o ,  e l  t i e m p o d e  p r e p a r a t i o n  p a r a  l a  N a v i d a d

Dear God, as we begin to decorate our homes for Christmas, we thank you for this warm shelter. Let us be ever 

mindful of those in our community who have no home. Just as Mary and Joseph found no room at the inn, let 

us open our hearts in kindness and generosity to those in need of a warm and safe place to stay on these cold 

winter nights. Amen.



St. Ferdinand:
Regular Collection
Black Bag

$4,759.00
$270.23

Nov. 18, 2018 - Good Shepherd
Regular Collection
Campaign for Human Development

$832.00
$136.81

Nov. 25, 2018 - Good Shepherd
Regular Collection
Building Fund

$804.00
$131.00

Good Shepherd Men’s Club
Meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall.

Knights of Columbus
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the St.  
Ferdinand parish hall.

Catholic Daughters Of The Americas
Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand  
parish hall.

ACTS Core Team:
Meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:00 p. m. in the St.  
Ferdinand Parish Hall.

St. Ferdinand’s Parish Choir
Meets Wednesday nights at 5:30 p.m. Call 830-833-4939 for more  
information.

Good Shepherd Children’s Choir:
Meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Meets Thursday nights from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the St. Ferdinand RE  
Building.

Women’s Bible Study:
Meets every Thursday at 1 p.m. If you’re interested in joining please  
contact Karen Gebhardt at 210-414-7301 orkgebhardt52@gmail.com.

Parish O r g a n i z a t i o n s & Meeting T i m e s

St. Anne’s Altar Society
Meets the 1st Thursday of the month immediately following 9 a.m.  
Mass in the parish hall.

P a r i s h M i n i s t r i e s & In f o r m a t i o n , C o n t ’ d

Good Shepherd V o c a t i o n s C h a l i c e

If your family feels called to pray with the Chalice, please contact
Warren Davis before or after Mass or by calling him directly at
713-569-9491.

c o l l e c t i o n s s t a t e m e n t

Week of November 25, 2018
Thank you for your generosity!

Know that the LORD is God, he made us, we belong to him,  
we are his people, the flock he shepherds.

-PSALM 100:3

s e c o n d c o l l e c t i o n s  f o r  T o d a y :

StF:  Building Fund

GS:  Black Bag

We b s i t e s :  For a complete list of ministries, contacts, and 

other resources,  please visit our websites:

www.stferdinandblanco.org 
www.goodshepherdjctx.org

Pr a y e r List
Please continue to pray for comfort and healing for the sick in our 

parish community. In addition, please ask the Lord for wisdom for 

their doctors and nurses, rest for their caregivers, and peace and 

strength for their family and friends.

Clara Jo Bindseil Ralph Moss

Joanne Bodine Bill & Marian Noonan

Barbara Crowley Andrea Perez

Peggy Duran Charles Reinert

Lee Durci Joe D. Riba, Sr.

Roselle Wagner Fischler Freddy Salazar

John Geldorf Lucille Scharnhorst

Dylan Gonzales Gay Schuler

Ruben Gonzales Lydia Segura

Teresa Harris Jacob Umanzor

Clifford Lane Nellie Upshaw

Wyatt Ledesma Tony Vela

Naomi Michalsky Polo Zamora

If you or someone you know needs prayer in a special way,

please email: cathy@stferdinandblanco.org.
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s p e c i a l E v e n t s a n d A n n o u n c e m e n t s

Mass Preparation: December 9, 2018, Second Sunday of Advent, CycleC

First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9
Jerusalem shall see the splendor of God’s glory.

Psalm: Psalm 126:1-2,2-3,4-5,6
A song of praise for God’s great deeds.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:4-6,8-11
Paul prays for the Philippians.

Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6
John preaches repentance and baptizes in the region of the Jordan.

P r a y e r & F a i t h R e s o u r c e s

It’s Time for a New Parish Directory and we need your help!

Lifetouch will be at St. Ferdinand December 4, 5, 6, and 7.

Be a part of our new Family Directory. Our goal is to include everyone. Schedule your 

photography session now by calling the parish office at 830-833-5227.

We still need volunteers from both parishes to help with the check-in on the picture days. Please call the office 

at 830-833-5227 if you are available to help.

Knights of Columbus

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Fundraiser!
Just $20 for a chance to win one of two (2) $500 Home 

Depot gift cards. Tickets will be available after Mass or 

see a KC member. There are a limited number of 

tickets available so get yours now. Drawing scheduled 

after Mass on Sunday, December 16th.

Christmas Gala
Parish gathering for Christmas

Come join us for fellowship and fun

December 9th, St. Ferdinand Parish Hall, 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Pot luck dinner, bring any dish you would like to share.

Also bring your favorite Christmas pastry: homemade cookies, candy, cakes, 

pies, wines, and anything you would think would make a good door prize.

*****Please bring all these items to the party.*****

Let’s have a good time together

The Word Among Us

for Advent 2018
St. Anne’s Altar Society has generously 

purchased copies of The Word Among 

Us for Advent 2018 for the families of St. 

Ferdinand. It has the complete Catholic 

Mass and daily meditations for Advent. 

The ushers will distribute them as you 

leave Church. Copies are limited so 

please take one copy per family.



St. Ferd inand
DRE – Susan Moore 833-0444 

susan@stferdinandblanco.org

Office hours/Horarios de Oficina: 

Wednesdays/Miercoles 12:00-6:00 p.m.

Class schedule:

Sunday mornings 9:30-10:40 a.m. - PreK-6th Grade

No class Dec. 23, 30, Jan. 6. Classes resume Jan. 13

Wednesday evenings 6:00-7:15 p.m. - 7th -8th Grade

No class Dec. 26, Jan. 2, 9. Classes resume Jan. 16

Jan. 9 – Catechist Development Day

If you are new to the parish and would like to register your 

children for Religious Education classes, please contact the 

Director of Religious Education at 833-0444 or come by the 

RE Office on Tuesdays or Wednesdays from noon to 

6:00 p.m.

Advent-How will you prepare for 

Christmas?      

Ready your heart for the coming of Christ.  

Watch an inspiring video reflection each day 

of Advent from Dr. Tim Gray, and read a 

passage form the Word of God.  You can also request 

children’s reflections from the beloved Brother Francis 

videos with joyful songs and valuable lessons.  To register 

to receive the free reflections, go to:

https://formed.org/promo/advent-reflections-registration

Adviento-¿Cómo te estás preparando para la Navidad?

Prepara tu corazón a la venida de Cristo.  Vea una

reflexión inspiradora de el P. Luis Granados cada dia y 

lea un pasaje de la Palabra de Dios. 

¿Te gustaría incluir a toda la familia? ¡Puedes agregar las 

reflexiones para niños (disponibles en inglés), a tu correo

electrónico de reflexión diaria!. Nuestro querido amigo 

Brother Francis, ayudará a tus hijos a prepararse para la 

Navidad con canciones alegres y valiosas lecciones.

Para registrarse puede ir a:

https://formed.org/promo/advent-reflections-

registration-spanish

Christmas parties:                                      

Sunday Dec 16th PreK-6th

Wednesday December 19th 7th & 8th

Bring a small amount of your favorite 

snack to share.

A Domestic Pentecost 

“Each new day in the life of our families, and each new 

generation, brings the promise of a new Pentecost, a 

domestic Pentecost, a fresh outpouring of the Spirit, the 

Paraclete, whom Jesus sends as our Advocate, our 

Consoler and indeed our Encourager.”

Pope Francis World Meeting of Families August 26, 

2018

Join your facilitator in the Parish Hall 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

during RE classes to find out more about these topics: 

December 2nd The Lesser Known Holy Days of the 

Christmas Season Scott & Olivia Nunn

January 20th Observing Lent in the Domestic Church

Good Shepherd

Margie Vasquez, Coordinator of RE
margie@stferdinandblanco.org
For registering or for information, please email Margie 

Vasquez or contact the office at St. Ferdinand, Mon – Fri 

from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at 830-833-5227.

Religious Education Classes:

No classes on Dec. 22, 2018 – Jan. 5, 2010 – Christmas 

Holidays!

Pre-K thru 5th Grade: Wednesday's 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.

Middle School - 6th thru 8th Grade (Edge Program): EDGE Youth 

Group meets once a month for activities and events. Please see 

updates and information on the Youth Ministry section. Calendar of 

events available in the RE building.

High School 9th thru 12th Grade (Lifeteen Program): RICH Youth 

Group meets on Sunday’s 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at the St. Ferdinand 

Parish Hall in Blanco. Please see updates and information on the 

Youth Ministry section.

Pre-Confirmation Classes – 8th thru 12th Grade once a month on 

the second Saturday of the month from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Next 

Class scheduled for December 8th. Please see Margie Vasquez or 

Maria Rodriguez for information (or contact the parish office at 830-

833-5227).

Religious Education

Estudio Bíblico El Evangelio de Juan, Loyola Press

Acoge humildemente la palabra que ha sido plantado en ti y 

puede salvar tus almas. - Santiago 1:21b

Domingos  9:30-10:30 con Rosa Vargas en las siguientes 

fechas.   Para información llame a 833-0444.

9 de diciembre

16 de diciembre 

Un Pentecostés Doméstico

Cada nuevo día en la vida de nuestras familias, y cada

generación nueva, trae la promesa de un Pentecostés

nuevo, un Pentecostés domestico, una nueva efusión del 

Espíritu Santo, el Paráclito, a quien Jesús envía como

nuestro Abogado, nuestro Consolador y, de hecho, es el 

quien nos anima. 

Papa Francisco Reunión Mundial de Familias 26 de agosto

2018 

Reúne con Cecilia Avila en el Hall de 9:30 a 10:30 durante

las clases de educación religiosa para aprender más acerca

de estos tópicos: 

2 de diciembre Los días sagrados menos conocidos

durante la temporada de Navidad

20 de enero    Observando la Cuaresma en la iglesia 

domestica

mailto:susan@stferdinandblanco.org
https://formed.org/promo/advent-reflections-registration
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High School Religious Education: Summer 2018

High School: (9th – 12th grades)
Blanco and Johnson City High School Teens meet each Sunday night at RICH (Resting in Christ’s Hands). Classes are held 

at the St. Ferdinand Parish hall from 5:30pm–7:30pm. All are welcome!! The weeks (Dec. 2nd) lesson will be The Void – A 

Life Night on the Nativity of Jesus. Come see how the incarnation changes lives through understanding the waiting of the 

Old Testament people. “But they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” - Isaiah 40:31

Next Class on Dec. 16th – Tacky Sweater Party (Come join us for some fun!!) 

Reminder: We will not be having a class on Dec. 9th – but please sign up to help with serving, door prizes, raffle sales and 

other duties needed at the Christmas Church Gala-Potluck at St. Ferdinand. 

No Classes on Dec. 23rd and 30th for Christmas and New Year’s Holidays.

Middle School: (6th – 8th grades)
Blanco and Johnson City Middle School Students can join EDGE Youth Ministry. We have activities planned once a month 

for students to experience adoration, community service, praise and worship as well as attending retreats as a group. All 

Middle School Students are Welcomed! This month we worked on Christmas Cards for the nursing home. Thank you 

to all the Students that came to participate and help with our Christmas project.

Confirmation Classes: (St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd)
All Teens for our parish seeking Confirmation in 2019 must sign up for RICH Youth Ministry classes on Sunday nights. 

We will be having our first Parent / Student meeting on Sunday Dec. 16th (new date moved from Dec. 9th) from 4:00 p.m. to 

5:30 p.m. Parents will receive information as to confirmation class requirements, class schedule, as well as information 

about the program being used for the curriculum. We will be using the CHOSEN program from Ascension Press. If you have 

any questions as to registration,  please contact Margie Vasquez. If you would prefer to register online, please visit 

stferdinandblanco.org/richyouth to register. 

PULSE: (Prayer, Unity, Leadership, Service, Evangelization)
We will be holding our first meeting this Sunday on Dec. 2nd at the St. Ferdinand Parish Hall starting at 4:00 pm. Any 

youth wanting to participate and be a part of the PULSE TEAM – Please join us. We will be meeting monthly to discuss and 

plan: lessons, retreats, lock-in’s, service talks, service projects, and learning how to promote spiritual growth in self and 

others!

Youth Ministry Core Team Meeting: (St. Ferdinand & Good Shepherd)
We will be having a Core meeting on Tuesday Dec. 4th in the RE Building from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.. Core members will 

be working on Calendar for the next semester, as well as regrouping to plan on community service projects and fundraising. 

Anyone is welcome to attend as this is an open meeting. All ideas regarding the youth of both our parish communities are 

always welcome.

Upcoming Events:

Retreat: December 11: Food, Family, and Faith

How we view food plays a vital role in our faith life. It serves as a reminder of our hunger for Christ, is central to hospitality, 

and expresses our joy during celebrations. Food feeds us physically and spiritually. Join Msgr. Elmer and the Eagle’s Wings 

Chef as they explore how the foods we make, eat, and share transform our lives through God’s grace. 

Who: Adults and/or Students Time: 9:30 am-2:30 pm Cost: $35 per person; a light breakfast and lunch is provided 

To register visit www.ewrc.org. Preregistration is recommended. 

Community Service Opportunity:
Members of the St Ferdinand & Good Shepherd RICH Youth Group and any high school-aged teen in our parishes have 

been asked to help with the 2018 St Jude's Ranch for Children Christmas Party in Bulverde. 

WHAT: St. Jude’s Ranch for Children (SJRC) is a non-profit organization that cares for children and families aged 0-21 

years of age who have been affected by trauma, abuse or neglect. RICH Youth Group members would help organizers set up, 

serve food, facilitate activities and games for the residents, and clean up after the party. There are currently about 40 middle

and high-schoolers, and one 5th grader residing at SJRC in Bulverde. 

WHEN: Saturday, Dec. 15th. We would depart from the St Ferdinand Church parking lot at 12:30pm and return by 4:30pm. 

WHERE: St Jude's Ranch for Children Ranch is located at 1400 Ridge Creek Ln, Bulverde TX 78163 

WHY: We are called to serve Christ in others. In addition to service hours, participating youth will receive the joy and 

humility of serving a community close in age to them.

Youth Ministry Volunteers:
If interested in volunteering, you must be EIM compliant. Please refer to bulletin for upcoming workshops in our area.

For all Youth Ministry inquires or to learn more about all the events, activities and retreats planned for this

year or to register - please contact the parish office during regular business hours or email:

margie@stferdinandblanco.org.



(your ad here)
Your Parish. Your Message.

Contact the Parish Office today for Business  
Advertising, Event Advertising, and Memorial  

Space availability and rates.

(830) 833-5227 | cathy@stferdinandblanco.org

Member

FDIC

401 Main
P.O. Box 1329
Blanco, TX 78606

(830) 833-0240
Cell: (830) 688-3686
Fax: (830) 833-0242

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Casey WayneRussell
- Uncle Wade  

(AKA Fr. Wade)

oscarsegura@txwinet.com

Rock Work • All Types of Fence Work  

Chain Link • Privacy • No Climb  

BarbwireOpen Everyday

Dine in, Catering &  

Dance Hall for  

Private Events

318 4th Street

1-830-833-1BBQ (1227)

P l e a s e s u p p o r t O u r s p o n s o r s

St. Anne, Pray forUs!

St. Anne’s Altar Society
Join us the first Thursday of each month after  8:00 

a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall for fellowship &  

prayer as we work in support of our church family!

BLANCO BANKING CENTER

STORMY PRUITT MELISSA SEYMOUR

Regional President Operations Officer

stormyp@myhnb.com melissas@myhnb.com

NMLS #730040
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