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As we approach the end of another Church year, we have before us an interesting question, one 
perhaps we have all grappled with at one time or another:  what will life be like in heaven?  
Every Sunday we stand here and we publicly declare our belief in life everlasting and in the 
resurrection of the body.  Of course, as it has been said, there is one foolproof way to discover 
what heaven is like, and that is to die.  But for those of us who are less anxious to find out – at 
least in the short term – we simply need to listen to what Jesus says and watch what Jesus does. 
 
For everything He said and did points to the fullness of the Kingdom of God.  He met all kinds 
of people from all kinds of backgrounds; pharisees and tax collectors; fishermen and widows; the 
sick and the healthy; Jew and pagan.  He said a lot and interestingly He asked 339 questions in 
the four gospels probing faith, compassion, doubt, love, worry and forgiveness.  These questions 
encouraged people to think about the way they were living their life; challenging them to get off 
the fence.  He never avoided the truth, even if it cost Him followers.  He used every opportunity 
to point to the Kingdom, seizing every moment to show the true face of God.  He never used a 
megaphone nor relied on Power-point.  He didn’t have staff writing talking points nor was He 
known for His sound-bytes. People came to Him, and He went to the people.  He preached in 
synagogues, spoke on the beach, gave sermons from a mountain and in village squares.  He not 
only spoke, but He listened.  He not only listened but He heard, often far more than what was 
being said as He invited Himself into a relationship with those He encountered. 
 
He didn’t seem to have a lot of patience with self-righteousness yet appeared to want to spend a 
lot of time hanging around sinners.  It never seemed to matter what people had done in the past, 
as long as they were open to a future.  His apostles were far from the best and brightest, but He 
chose them anyway, putting up with their insecurity and lack of understanding, even with their 
ambition, and continually tried to bring them back to what really matters:  service, truth, honesty 
with ourselves and God.  He stressed the need to focus on what lasts – the things of heaven and 
asked that we continually reevaluate our lives based on what has eternal value. 
 
In all of this, Jesus showed the face of God.  He still does.  God, we know from Jesus, is not 
some idea or thing.  God is love, inviting into a loving relationship now, this moment, today, 
forever.  The questions we have about heaven aren’t bad – will I need my glasses, will my hair 
grow back, will there be hockey, soccer or golf, who will I meet and what will I be doing – they 
just aren’t necessary.  What matters is that we will be with God. What matters is that we will be 
living life in all of its fullness.  And what matters is we don’t have to wait.  That life can be lived 
now – we won’t always do it perfectly – but we can start now.   
 
C.S. Lewis once said:  if a duck has a desire to swim, there is water.  If a flower wants to grow, 
there is the sun; a child to love, there is a parent.  Likewise, we have a craving to live forever, to 
be more than this world:  There is Jesus.   


