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The birth of Jesus the Christ took place in this way. 
 
Most of us here today, if not all of us, could describe the Christmas story without much 
difficulty.  We might not be able to recite exact chapter or verse, or even remember whether this 
or that comes from Matthew or Luke, but the essentials are; an angel visits Mary.  She says yes.  
Joseph has a dream and accepts Mary has his wife.  They travel to Bethlehem.  A baby is born.  
Angels appear to shepherds.  Wise men come from the East and bring gifts.   
 
While that summarizes what happened and reminds us that much of what did occur was 
miraculous, it no where can underscore exactly what transpired in the ninth months between 
Mary’s yes and the birth of Jesus; nor even what brought all this about, and what has happened 
since. 
 
In an article published in the National Post on a now deceased theologian we read this:  The good 
news Christians celebrate at Christmas is that the imperfections of earthly justice are not the last 
word. There is a more profound justice, accompanied by mercy, that can truly restore what has 
been lost, reconcile what has been driven apart. That is what Jesus comes to accomplish. 
 
What Jesus comes to accomplish. 
 
Christmas assures us that God is active in world history, and at the same time very much a part 
of our individual lives.  The Advent readings we have heard over the past four Sundays have 
spoken to us about God keeping His promises; our readiness for something new; and adopting a 
spirit of joy. 
 
We might be shaking our heads and wondering; what is all this about something new.  The 
Christmas story is over two thousand years old.  We just heard Matthew’s version; we will read 
Luke’s in just a week’s time.  What’s new here?   
 
Well, our reaction to it can always be new.  There is an old African American spiritual which 
says this:   
I did my part and God did His part. 
I did the sinning and God did the saving. 
I ran as fast away from God as my sinful old legs could run. 
But God came after me and finally ran me down. 
 
And they shall name him Emmanuel which means God is with us. 
 
God was with the world before the world became the world.  God is with us now.  God will be 
with us long after the world is no more.  This means that even after the wrapping paper we throw 
into the recycling bin next Sunday is picked up; after the leftover turkey is cut up and made into 
sandwiches; after the relatives have gone home and after the ugly Christmas sweater goes back 



into the ugly Christmas sweater drawer; even after we forget who gave us what; God is with us.  
Emmanuel.  God is with us. 
 
God kept His promise.  All that Isaiah reminded us about God righting what is wrong and life is 
good and worth living is absolutely true and is being fulfilled right here, now.  Which brings us 
to joy.  In the words of Henri Nouwen:   
 
Joy does not depend on the ups and downs of the circumstances of our lives. Joy is based on the 
spiritual knowledge that, while the world in which we live is shrouded in darkness, God has 
overcome the world.  
 
Isaiah foretold:  For every Pharoah God will send a Moses.  For every Goliath a David.  For 
every human, there is Jesus. 
 
But God came after me and finally ran me down.  
 
And they shall name him Emmanuel which means God is with us. 
 


