
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  A  DECEMBER 4, 2022 
 
In a desert in Judea two thousand years ago, a voice cried out with the news that the Lord was on 
His way.  A man dressed in strange clothes, sustaining himself on honey and insects, and 
attracting great crowds, urging all who would listen to change their lives.  His mission was 
focused on preparing for the coming of the Christ.  Alone in this desert, that rather unusual 
character drew people from all over Israel.  They asked for baptism and confessed their sins.  His 
message was blunt:  feed and clothe those in need; do not exploit or bully; and if you want to be 
immersed in the waters of the Jordan River, you must: 
 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near. 
 
When someone asks the question: so, are you ready for Christmas, chances are they want to 
know whether or not the shopping is done, the turkey bought and the travel plans finalized.  
Here, in this church today, the question is the same – so, are we ready for Christmas – yet the 
focus is entirely different.  There is the story of a teacher wanting to share the Christmas story as 
the class prepares for the Christmas break.  As she does, one of the students grumbles, ya, ya, I 
know, I’ve heard it all before.  There may lie the challenge.  We’ve heard it all before. 
 
Inevitably, when we discuss matters of faith as part of the RCIA, we delve into what are 
mysteries of faith.  It starts with a God who has no beginning and no end: always was, always is, 
always will be.  Mystery.  We gather to consume what looks like bread, but is in fact the Body of 
Christ.  Mystery.  We worship a God of three persons; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Mystery.  
All before us are images of God’s fulfillment of Isaiah’s words in the Old Testament reading.  
There will soon be a baby in the manger scene.  There is a broken and bloodied body on the 
crucifix; Jesus in all of His glory in the resurrection window; Our Lord showing us His heart at 
the side altar.  We know, we’ve seen it all before.  There may lie the challenge. 
 
Perhaps the greatest mystery of all; the one we are invited to meditate on and enter into this 
Advent is that God so loved the world that God became one with us in His Son.   
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of His roots.  
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on Him.   
 
We can look around and see what all this says about God.  A small dependent baby; a crucified 
Saviour; a resurrected Messiah; a heart that burns for love for all that God created.  But what 
does it say about us?  Each of us?  All of us?   What a mystery we have before us.  God could 
come in any way God so choose, but God came as a baby in a remote village no one would have 
heard of, if it wasn’t for that birth.  God came as human to share a message of healing, mercy, 
freedom; a message and example that ended up nailed to a cross.  God broke the bonds of sin and 
death and God’s love never stops, even when we take it for granted or completely ignore it.  A 
mystery.   
 
We will hear a Christmas gospel most familiar.  We will see lights and candles and sing well-
known and well-loved hymns.  But, have we considered the mystery of Christmas – the mystery 
in which each of us is included?    So, are we ready for Christmas?   


