
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  YEAR A  JANUARY 15, 2023 
 
Thomas Merton once wrote:  if you want to identify who I am, ask me not where I live, or what I 
like to eat, or how I comb my hair, but ask me what am I living for? 
 
Like the Hebrews before us, we are set aside for God.  Our priority must be:  what is most 
important to God?  Throughout the pages of the Old Testament, we see a people who constantly 
forget who God is.  And when they did, they lost their way.  They drifted.  They took on the 
personality of someone else.  Instead of being people of God, they became what other wanted 
rather than the people God created them to be. 
 
Thomas Merton invites us to ask ourselves about our deepest values, our purpose, the reason for 
our existence.  Here is the Lamb of God we read today.  We hear or say the words, Lamb of God, 
five times each Mass.  Saint John uses it in his gospel and the Book of Revelation over twenty 
times.  The title predicts the fate of Jesus.  Isaiah proclaimed a Messiah that will be a lamb led to 
slaughter, taking all the world’s evil, injustice, sin, war, hate and placing them on His shoulders 
and be sacrificed.  And through Him we will identify who we are, who we are living for. 
 
The Christmas decorations have, once again, been packed away.  We have several more weeks 
until the beginning of Lent with Ash Wednesday on February 22.  In this period of Ordinary 
Time, we are invited to hear the Word of God to remind ourselves – in case we forget – that God 
is in control of the world and we do not have to give into whatever it is that robs us from our 
peace.  God knows.  God understands.  God is never surprised, never confused, never absent.  
God never walks off the job, is never too busy that He gets distracted, and does not play 
favourites.  It is we who forget. 
 
What is it we are living for?  Is it barely to survive?  Is it more than that?  In the coming weeks 
we are going to focus on the early part of Matthew, after this weekend’s brief interlude with 
John, and follow Jesus as He begins His ministry.  The wise men have left, He is now an adult, 
and Has begun His work.  Extraordinary things will be heard and seen as He will call fishermen, 
He will teach and preach.  We will hear in particular the Sermon on the Mount, that radical 
redirection of priorities where peacemakers and the humble of heart will be referred to as 
blessed.  There will be the challenge to forgive.  We will be called what Jesus wants us to be – 
salt and light.  And, as always, Jesus will ask us to go further:  you have heard that it was said, 
but I say to you. 
 
It is difficult not to forget God in the glorious celebrations of Christmas and Easter: the candles, 
decorations, music, and flowers; or when we are making the extra effort in Advent and Lent.  
Ordinary Time reminds us that God is also active, alive, working in the ordinary events of the 
everyday – God is with us every second, every moment, every hour, filling us with grace, 
reminding us of who we are, holding us close, assuring us that we are God’s beloved.  Over the 
next few weeks, the readings proclaimed from this pulpit, the liturgy celebrated at this altar, the 
time we spend together will encourage us to ask:    
 
What am I living for?  We will ask and reflect so that we won’t forget. 


