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Come follow me. 

 

Immediately they left their nets.  They left their boat and their father.  Immediately. 

 

Thus far, Matthew has identified who Jesus is through a family tree.  Mary is found to be with 

child.  Joseph dreams and accepts his role as husband and father.  The Magi visit, innocents are 

killed, the family flees to Egypt and return.  John the Baptist preaches, Jesus is baptized and 

heads to the wilderness where He is tempted.  Now He begins His ministry. 

 

We don’t know if Peter, Andrew, James and John heard of Jesus; ever met Jesus.  That is not 

important to Matthew.  What is – it appears – is this urgency and abandonment at the invitation:  

follow me.  There does not seem to be a concern of whether or not this decision is impulsive or 

irresponsible.  They don’t even take a second to think about the consequences.  We can imagine 

nets cast aside, empty boats, Zebedee wondering where his sons are going.  Immediately. 

 

Repent.  We’ve heard that same word from John the Baptist.  It is used in both the Old and New 

Testaments.  And we would be tempted to think it has to do with feeling sorry for something 

we’ve done; make amends; ask forgiveness.  It does.  But the word Matthew uses goes further.  It 

is a call – challenge – invitation to a radical reorientation.  It has to be because Jesus says:  the 

Kingdom of heaven has come near.  The promise is fulfilled.  The old is being replaced with 

something new.  Those deep needs we have – that have existed in the hearts of the people for so 

long – are being fulfilled.  All that the prophets predicted is now happening.  The good news is 

told and heard.  Now.    

 

Pope Francis has declared every Third Sunday in Ordinary Time to be the Word of God Sunday.  

An American Archbishop recently wrote:  “The Bible is the most widely distributed book, but it 

also perhaps the one most covered in dust because it is not held in our hands.” And we might 

dare to add, and not lived in our hearts.  There are four Eucharistic Prayers that can be used at 

Mass – for various needs.  They all begin with:  Blessed indeed is your Son, present in our midst, 

when we are gathered by His love, and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us, He opens 

the Scriptures and breaks the bread.   

 

He opens the Scriptures. 

 

Henri Nouwen writes about his struggles in trying to find God, perhaps a struggle many of us 

have had, and might even continue to have from time to time.  He writes:  Now I wonder 

whether I have sufficiently realized that God has been trying to find me, to know me, to love me. 

The question is not “How am I to find God?” but “How am I to let myself be found by him?” 

The question is not “How am I to know God?” but “How am I to let myself be known by God?” 

And, finally, the question is not “How am I to love God?” but “How am I to let myself be loved 

by God?” God is trying to find me, longing to bring me home.   

 

Peter, Andrew, James, John; the other apostles, disciples we read about in the gospels, hundreds 

and thousands and millions since have heard the invitation Follow Me and responded.  Some 



immediately, some within a short period, others over a long time. But respond they did.  One of 

the ways that God looks for us, shows us love, wants us to know Him is through the Scriptures.   

 

The kingdom of heaven has come near. 


