
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT   A  MARCH 12, 2023 
 
We know not her name nor her age.  All we do know is that she came for water at a time most 
unusual for reasons unexplained.  And in this meeting between a Samaritan woman and Jesus – 
the longest recorded conversation found in the New Testament; she is the first in the gospel of 
John to whom Jesus reveals His identity.  A woman.  Foreigner.  An outsider; the first Jesus 
discloses that He is the Messiah.  She is also the first to evangelize; to share the good news 
which John tells us will bring an entire community to know the Saviour, Jesus Christ; all because 
of her testimony following this meeting with Jesus. 
 
We begin this weekend the Scrutinies for those seeking full communion with the Church at 
Easter.  This gospel, along with next week’s story of a man born blind and the following Sunday 
of the raising of Lazarus, are used particularly for them as they prepare for the waters of baptism, 
the oil of Confirmation and the bread and wine of the Eucharist.  As the Church blesses them in 
each of the next three weeks, we will ask the Lord to quench their thirst, to rejoice in the light 
and to be freed from the grasp of death.  Yet these gospels are not just for them.  What is being 
proclaimed from this pulpit is not only spoken to them.  Whether we are hearing this gospel for 
the first time or the ninety-first time, Jesus speaks to us – each of us and all of us – as those 
words spoken from the mountain last week still echo in this Basilica – listen to Him.  As we 
move to that day where we will pick up palm branches and shout Hosannas on Passion Sunday, 
perhaps on this Third Sunday of Lent we can look back and leap ahead to remind ourselves of 
the gift of Lent.  The first is the recognition there is a devil, who tempts us but there is also a 
Saviour. The second is that command we heard last week – listen to Him.   
 
And now we have the story of encounter. At this well in Samaria, Jesus sits, and He waits and 
then He dialogues.  Patiently.  He sees her so completely.  Her past.  Her present.  Her 
future.  Who she has been.  What she so desperately longs for.  How she hurts.  All that she 
might become.  Jesus does for her as He has for our catechumens and candidates; as Jesus does 
for each of us.  Encounter.  He says I see you for who you are, and I love you deeply.  It is the 
Messiah who speaks to you.  The Saviour in whom we find freedom, love, healing, and 
transformation.   Spirit and Truth.  Eternal life.  Living Water.  Drink of me, and live.  

Listen to Him. 

And then next week – full pun intended – an eye-opening experience.  Another unnamed human 
being this time will have their sight given to them.  To see.  It is not enough to listen to Jesus, we 
are challenged to see Him at work in our lives, in our Church, in our families and world, in our 
sisters and brothers.  And then the question – the week following – do you believe?  Asked 
before Lazarus is raised from the dead following the proclamation, I am the Resurrection and the 
Life.  Devil and Saviour.  Listening.  Encounter.  Seeing.  Faith.   

The gift of Lent.  Coming to terms with who we are.  The challenge to listen.  Encountering the 
Lord – our Life.  Opening our eyes.  And then faith.  

I see you for who you are, and I love you deeply.  It is the Messiah who speaks to you.     


