
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT  YEAR A  MARCH 05, 2023 
 
“The devil took Him to a very high mountain.” 
 
“And led them up a high mountain, by themselves.” 
 
The first two Sundays of Lent.  Two mountain experiences.  Some suggest it might even be the 
same mountain.  Satan uses the mountain to tempt, to offer all the kingdoms of the world, if only.  
If only Jesus would bow down and worship.  Jesus takes His closest friends and offers a foretaste 
of His glory.  They have never seen Him like this and will not again until He appears on Easter 
Sunday evening. 
 
Listen to Him.   
 
And here may lie another gift of this season of Lent.  A reminder to listen to Jesus.  A challenge 
to ask ourselves how well we listen; how often we listen.  The words He speaks: “Blessed are 
you.” “God so loved the world.”  “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”  “Our Father, who art in 
heaven.” Stories of good shepherds and forgiving fathers.  Invitations to wash feet and do in His 
memory. 
 
Listen to Him. 
 
It is easier, we can probably all agree, to find God on the mountain.  It is much more difficult in 
the brokenness, sinfulness, messiness, and suffering that confronts us.  Yet God is as present in 
the struggles and pains of life as He is in the spectacular and glorious.  It has been said that too 
many of us wait for the mountaintop experience, when in fact God can be found in the depth of 
the valley.  Even better said; God is not in the business of offering permanent real estate on the 
mountain top.  We do not have to be reminded that it is difficult to find the presence of Jesus in a 
Turkish earthquake or bombed out Ukrainian apartment building.  It is hard to feel His love 
when we come face to face with a prayer that we think is unanswered, in an unexpected cross, in 
the pain of someone’s words.  We do not need much reminding how Jesus can be found in the 
Transfiguration glory.  Here we get a taste of that, as we pray together, coming forward to 
receive Him, hearing Him speaking to us in His Word.  We have come to the mountain.   

Indeed, as Peter said, it is good for us to be here.  But then, we do have to follow Jesus down the 
mountain knowing full well that there will hills, mountains and valleys and level places, fields, 
and city streets; highs and lows; routine and ordinary.  And through it all we have heard the 
voice of God say to us today:   Listen to Him. 
 
As we do, Henri Nouwen has written that this is what we will hear; if we listen deeply enough:  
You are not what you do, although you do a lot. You are not what you have collected in terms of 
friendships and connections, although you might have many. You are not the popularity that you 
have received. You are not the success of your work. You are not what people say about you, 
whether they speak well or whether they speak poorly about you. All these things that keep you 
quite busy, quite occupied, and often quite preoccupied are not telling the truth about who you 
are. I am here to remind you in the name of God that you are the Beloved Daughters and Sons of 
God, and that God says to you, “I have called you from all eternity and you are engraved from all 



eternity in the palms of my hands. You are mine. You belong to me, and I love you with an 
everlasting love.” 

 

Listen to Him. 


