
 



The Celebration of the Sacrament of Matrimony 
at the Church of the Most Holy Redeemer, 

Old Bridge, New Jersey 
 
Dear Bride and Groom: 
 

Congratulations on your decision to marry!  The Catholic Church holds marriage in 
the highest regard.  We believe Our Lord Jesus Christ elevated marriage to the dignity of a 
sacrament.  You are entering a sacred relationship for life.  The Parish of Most Holy 
Redeemer is committed to preparing you as best as possible for this lifetime commitment. 
 

This booklet provides you with a description of the marriage preparation program 
as prescribed by the Diocese of Metuchen.  It will also provide you with the parish policy 
regarding the preparation for and celebration of your wedding.  Please read it carefully.  
Any questions regarding parish policy should be directed to the pastor. 
 

You are in our prayers as you move toward the solemnizing of your marital 
commitment. 
 

God bless you both! 
Father Chester H. Carina 
Pastor 

 
 
 

 



THE MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM 
1. Marriage preparation is to begin approximately one year prior to the day of the 

wedding.  The wedding date is to be booked by the couple through the parish office. 
 

2. At least one party is to be a registered member of Most Holy Redeemer Parish.  
Any exceptions to this rule are to be made by the pastor only. 
 

3. A couple may request the pastor, or one of our deacons or a priest or deacon from 
another parish, to officiate at their wedding.  If the priest or deacon is from outside the 
parish, they need delegation from the pastor of Most Holy Redeemer in order to officiate 
and also must be in good canonical standing with the Catholic Church.  Delegation is to be 
requested by the priest or deacon personally from the pastor. 

Couples entering a mixed marriage (Catholic/Protestant; Catholic/Jewish; 
Catholic/Muslim) may invite a member of the Protestant, Jewish or Islamic clergy to 
participate in the marriage ceremony here at Most Holy Redeemer.  The pastor of Most 
Holy Redeemer must first be consulted before extending to non-Catholic clergy this 
invitation. 
 

4. The couple begins their formal preparation with the initial interview with the 
parish priest or deacon.  This is the first of three formational sessions with a member of the 
parish clergy.  However, if a priest or deacon from outside the parish is to officiate, it is 
recommended that the third session be held with the officiant for purposes of planning the 
Nuptial Mass or Ceremony. 
 

5. Every couple will complete the Prenuptial Investigation form with the parish 
priest or deacon.  Marriage paperwork to be completed at some other parish for a wedding 
here at Most Holy Redeemer is exceptional and requires prior authorization from the 
pastor of Most Holy Redeemer. 
 

6. Catholics must provide the following documents in order to complete the 
paperwork: 
 

A. a copy of the baptismal certificate, issued within the last six months by the 
parish of baptism.  Catholics baptized at Most Holy Redeemer need not supply a 
certificate as the baptism is already recorded here; 

 
B. a Xeroxed copy of a first Holy Communion certificate and confirmation 
certificate.  Again, if the Catholic party received either or both of these sacraments 
at Most Holy Redeemer, they are recorded here and no separate certificate need 
be presented. 

 
Protestants are requested to present a Xeroxed copy of a baptismal certificate or a 

letter from the church of baptism, on church letterhead, attesting to the name of the person 
baptized, name of parents and godparents, place and date of baptism, and signature of the 
church’s pastor. 

Those who have never been baptized are requested to present two witnesses who 
will meet with the parish priest or deacon to complete an affidavit attesting to this fact. 



7. Participation in a formal marriage preparation program is expected by diocesan 
law.  Couples may choose between the Pre-Cana Program or the Engaged Encounter 
Weekend.  A booklet prepared by the diocese will be presented to the couple by the parish 
priest or deacon at their first formational session and the programs explained. 

All information needed to register in either Pre-Cana or Engaged Encounter is 
provided in the diocesan booklet.  Couples are requested to have attended either program 
at least five or six months prior to the wedding.  The second formational session with the 
parish priest or deacon will focus on the couple’s new insights into their relationship and 
their understanding of marriage gained from their participation in one of the formal 
programs mentioned.  The Pre-Cana or Engaged Encounter certificate will be presented to 
the parish priest or deacon by the couple at this time. 
 

8. The parish priest or deacon may decide to ask for a couple’s participation in 
F.O.C.C.U.S. (Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Understanding and Study).  This is a 
premarital inventory and is explained more fully in the diocesan booklet covering the Pre-
Cana or Engaged Encounter scheduling information. 
 

9. The civil marriage license must be obtained from the State of New Jersey, either 
through the municipal hall of the town of the bride or the groom.  When both parties live 
outside of New Jersey, the license is obtained through Old Bridge Municipal Hall.  Old 
Bridge Township Registrar’s office requires that all brides and grooms contact them to set 
up an appointment for their marriage application.  This should be done at least 1 month in 
advance of the wedding. 
 There is a state mandatory 72 hour waiting period after the initial application is 
completed.  Marriage applications are by appointment only and in order to accommodate 
all residents, we strongly urge couples to allow plenty of time for this process. 
 Please note that they are open Monday – Wednesday for appointments from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and CLOSED ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY. 
 If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call their office at 732-721-5600, 
ext. 6200. 

The license is presented to the officiant at the wedding rehearsal. 
 

PLANNING THE CEREMONY 
1. The priest or deacon officiating at your wedding will help you prepare the details 

of your Nuptial Mass or wedding ceremony.  This is generally done about one or two 
months prior to the wedding. 

We are obligated to follow the norms of the Catholic Church regarding choice of 
scripture readings, wording of the marriage vows and overall structure of the marriage 
ritual. 

 
2. Floral arrangements: You are free to use the florist of your choice.  Generally, 

two arrangements are placed either side of the image of the Risen Christ on the back 
sanctuary wall, or one large arrangement may be placed on a stand off to one side.  You are 
free to add more floral arrangements as your wedding budget allows. 

During Lent, floral arrangements are to be kept simple and to a minimum in keeping 
with the nature of this penitential season. 

 



BRIDES – Please call the Parish Office (732-566-9334) at least two days before the 
wedding to alert us to the time when the florist will deliver your flowers so the church can 
be opened. 

 
3. Bows: Your florist may provide bows or floral arrangements to decorate the ends 

of the pews (14 rows/28 pews).  These are to be attached with hooks or rubber bands.  No 
adhesive tape on the pews, please! 
 

4. Runners: Cloth runners are permitted.  We ask that no vinyl runners be used as 
these can be slippery on the church carpeting.  You wouldn’t want one of your guests 
having a mishap, and neither would we.  The main aisle is 58 feet long. 
 

5. Photography: You are free to use the studio of your choice.  Sometimes the 
parish clergy have recommendations for local photographers.  Inquire during one of your 
meetings with the priest or deacon. 

The photographer or videographer must check in at the sacristy prior to the 
wedding.  The Officiant will inform him or her of the regulations for photography or video 
recording of the wedding. 

Group photographs may be taken after the wedding, either in the church or on the 
church grounds.  However, if there is another wedding or some other church service 
immediately following your wedding, do not be offended if the priest or deacon must ask 
the photographer to curtail the photography session.  All the more reason to be on time for 
the wedding! 
 

6. Music: Approximately five or six months prior to the wedding, you must make 
contact with the church music minister, Patricia Keaveney (732-566-2937).  Even if you are 
choosing to use other musicians, we ask you to meet with Mrs. Keaveney to plan 
appropriate music for your wedding. 

Mrs. Keaveney will review with you her repertoire of church wedding music.  Only 
music of a religious nature is permitted.  Special requests of popular music must be 
reviewed by the pastor to check on its appropriateness for a Catholic Nuptial Mass or 
ceremony. 

Mrs. Keaveney will help locate other musicians to accompany her (trumpeters, 
harpists, etc.) should you prefer.  She will also arrange for a singer.  All fees for outside 
musicians are paid directly to them. 

The fee for Mrs. Keaveney is $150 for a wedding ceremony; $200 for a full nuptial 
Mass.  The soloist’s fee is generally $100, but may be more depending on the soloist.  You 
will be informed well enough in advance if there is a higher fee for the soloist. 
 

7. Rice/Bird Seed/Etc.: No rice or bird seed is to be thrown at weddings.  You may, 
however, have your guests use flower petals (real or artificial) or bubbles. 
 

8. Church Fee: The offering to the church is $250 made payable to Most Holy 
Redeemer Church. 
 
 
 



REHEARSAL CHECK LIST 
The following are to be presented to the officiant at the time of the wedding 

rehearsal: 
 

1. The civil license 
 

2. The church offering 
 

3. All church musicians’ fees 
 

4. The unity candle (if you are using one) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 


