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We read in the second reading in ,The first Letter of Saint Peter,  “Although now 

for a little while you may have to suffer through various trials so that the 

genuineness of your faith …may prove to be for praise , glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.”  It reminds me that all of us, throughout the world are 

suffering in some way because of the Corona virus.  How we act as Christians 

especially during this Easter season can tell us a lot about our own faith.  As we 

quarantine, it is a time for family and friends, for reaching out to the elderly and 

sick and a time to pray and ask our Lord to help us get through this ordeal. 

 

So many are affected.  Some have been so sick that they have passed on with 

their loved ones unable to be at their side during the final moments of their lives.  

Weddings, graduations and most family celebrations are postponed as we avoid 

one another physically through social distancing.  Simple things that we take for 

granted such as going to a restaurant or gym are not allowed.  Shopping for food 

becomes a challenge where we must wear masks and gloves before we go out 

into the few stores that are open.  We cannot attend mass except via TV or 

internet and we cannot visit friends and family.  Yes, these are difficult times but 

we will overcome them through our faith, our family and through the awareness 

that just as Jesus suffered greatly during his passion and death, he also rose 

gloriously triumphant in his resurrection.  There will come a time when we can 

gather again, where we will be able to shake hands and hug one another.  We 

must have hope and never despair. 

 

We read in the Acts of the Apostles how the early disciples devoted themselves 

to teaching, living in community and worship.  We hear they shared everything.  It 

is a wonderful picture.  One that I always long for, a simpler more peaceful time.  

A time we long for especially today.   However, this was just a moment in time.  

It’s like when everyone gathers during the holidays and sits down to eat.  No one 

argues everyone appears happy but give it some time and eventually our 
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humanity overtakes us.  We get angry, quarrel with one another and peace is 

broken.  After converting many to the “Way”, the Apostles faced persecutions 

and death.  While I believe it is impossible to achieve everlasting peace in this 

earthly life, we believe it will be so in eternal life.  In the Words of Saint Pope 

John XXIII, “Peace is founded on truth, built up on justice nurtured and animated 

by charity…human resources alone cannot hope to achieve it.  God himself must 

come to man’s aid with His Heavenly assistance.” 

 

The other thing is to really trust in the Lord.  This gives me the strength that I 

need during these trying times.  We all want to know when will this crisis be over.  

When can we return to normal and finally go to a restaurant, a movie or concert.  

We have many questions.  When can we gather and celebrate the Eucharist 

together?  I want to know that I will have a job tomorrow so I can earn a living.  I 

want assurance that my wife and my children will be safe and healthy.  I want to 

know when this present crisis will be over.  Wouldn’t it be great if we had that 

guarantee?  Some kind of written assurance that it will end up all right.  

 

In a kind of way, that is the way Thomas in today’s Gospel reading felt.  He 

wanted assurances that Jesus did in fact rise from the dead.  He wanted to see 

and feel the marks so that he knew for sure.  He wanted to know that this man 

who he had been following for so long was in fact the Messiah, the Son of God.  

He wanted there to be no more doubt. Thomas was someone who was afraid 

and scared and felt alone.  Everyone is telling him these great things about the 

risen Jesus and he must have felt left out.  Thomas was filled with doubt and 

fear.  For most of us, we can certainly relate to these same feelings and 

emotions.  Life can be very scary, and it seems that we are not in control.  This 

has been made abundantly clear to all of us living today through this health crisis.  

We were all going along and suddenly we are in the midst of something we never 

wanted or planned for.   Just as our Lord and Savior conquered death and rose 

gloriously triumphant, we too will rise again.  



3 | P a g e  D e a c o n  K e i t h  Second Sunday Easter, Cycle A, April 19, 2020 

 

 

If this virus has taught us anything, it is that most of us get will get through it 

relying on family, friends and our faith, which gives us hope.   I hope when this 

ends, and it will end, that we remember for a long time how fragile life is.  How 

something so small that we cannot even see, can change everything.  I have to 

mention that there are some bright spots to being quarantined.  I have been 

calling and speaking with many friends and family much more frequently.  I relish 

walking around outside and waving to friends.  I personally feel so much 

gratitude for all the kind words and thoughts that they have given me.  Many of 

you may know that I was diagnosed with prostate cancer in November.  I 

underwent surgery in March, and I am recovering nicely given the love and 

support of my family and friends and of my superb nurse, my wife Joann.  I felt 

the prayers that everyone sent me when I came out of the anesthesia and sat in 

the recovery room alone.  My wife was not allowed to be in the hospital with me 

but the Lord was there and he is always there for you and I throughout this 

stressful time.   

 

It is fitting to conclude with the words of Saint Pope John Paul II, “The last word 

of God on the human condition is not death but life; not despair but hope.  To this 

hope the Church invites the men and women of today as well.  She repeats to 

them the incredible but true proclamation: Christ is risen!  Let the whole world 

rise with him! Alleluia!  (“The Wisdom of John Paul II”). 

 


