
Sixth Sunday Of Easter Cycle A May 17, 2020 

 

It is always good to understand where we are in the church’s cycle especially 

today when there is confusion.  The days and weeks seem to be passing quickly 

and even the weather is struggling to find springtime.  This is the Sixth Sunday 

of the season of Easter.  This coming Thursday we usually celebrate the 

Ascension of Jesus to his Father in heaven.  In a few weeks we will celebrate the 

Feast of Pentecost.  Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit comes upon the disciples 

and transforms them.  From a group of simple, uneducated people, who are 

crowded in a room and afraid to go out because of fear.  They become fearless 

once they receive the Holy Spirit.  Ready to do battle for Christ, they then go out 

and spread the good news to all corners of the earth.  As we continue to self-

isolate and avoid gathering in groups because of the pandemic, in a way we too 

are fearful and afraid to go out.  As Christians we know that this crisis will pass.   

Hopefully soon, and we will once again be able to gather as a family in the 

parish of Most Holy Redeemer 

Today’s Gospel passage is taken from Jesus’ farewell address to his disciples at 

their last meal together.  It is a sober reminder to his followers that things are 

changing and that soon he will suffer his passion and death.  But then Jesus will 

conquer death in his resurrection.  How much of this did they understand at 

that time?  Probably not much, especially after he says that he is going away.   It 

is kind of like when you or someone you love receives bad news.  Once it hits us, 

we may not hear anything else.  It could be after receiving a bad diagnosis or 

being laid off from work or if someone tells you the relationship is over.  It takes 

time to process it and you may not want to hear anymore.  Our minds seem to 

jump to the worst.  Jesus knows that they are human, that they are weak.  Just 

like you and me.  Life is funny, it can fool us in a kind of complacency.  We may 

think that we are strong and have it all together but just look all around us to 

what has happened in our world in a few months.  We can assume that when all 

is well, we will continue to go on our merrily little way.  That is not realistic and 

as Christians we need to understand that all of us will face difficulties sooner or 

later.  If we have faith, then we have hope and with perseverance, we get 

through it.  Not without scars but hopefully a little bit wiser. 



Back to the Gospel passage, Jesus is reminding them that if they love him, they 

will keep his commandments even after he is no longer physically with them.    

If they do this, Jesus will ask the Father and he will send them another 

“Advocate” that will be with them always.  Advocate is also translated as 

“Paraclete” which can also mean mediator, witness, and comforter.  Those who 

love Jesus will be united to Jesus, to the Father and to the Spirit who will dwell 

within them.  This includes you and I who are called to love Jesus and keep his 

commandment.  Jesus’ commandment is, “Love one another.”  What does it 

mean to love?  It means to wish life for that person, life in the Spirit above all. 

I find it very inspiring to hear Jesus’ words that he will not leave us all alone.  I 

think today with so many of us quarantined to our homes and unable to go out, 

especially the elderly and those most at risk from the corona virus, we need to 

really hear these words and take them to heart.  You are not alone, have faith 

and believe in Our Lord and his promise of eternal life.  That is how we get 

through this crisis and we will get through it. 

May God Bless you all.   

 


