
20th Sunday of the Year Cycle A, August 16, 2020 

(Isaiah 56:1,6-7; Romans 11:13-15,29-32; Matthew 15:21-28) 

I really struggle today and it is not my surgery, not the pandemic not even the 

economic uncertainty.  It worries me greatly how difficult it is to talk with people 

especially in groups.  When we have had relatives over or if I am with dear 

friends, I try to steer clear of political discussions.  All they do seems to divide 

people, good people.  People get so angry that suddenly the joy and celebration 

are forgotten and people get louder and louder trying to get their points across.  

This makes me uncomfortable and I walk away because I know that it will descend 

into a screaming match if I let it.  I really worry where we are heading when civility 

and reason go out the window.  We were all made in the dignity and image of a 

loving God who loved us so much that he gave us his Son.  The Holy Spirit is very 

real if only we let the Spirit guide us.  I like to say we are in this “stew pot” we call 

life together.  Today’s readings are truly relevant.   

All three readings today remind us no matter where you were born or what 

nationality you are all are welcomed by God.  In the first reading we hear Isaiah 

preach, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.”  The prophet 

is speaking here of converts who want to join themselves to the Lord.  The point is 

that people who were not born Israelites can become servants of the Lord.  In the 

second reading from Saint Paul, he declares himself, “Apostle to the Gentiles.”  

His own people have rejected him, so he has proclaimed Christ to the rest of the 

people. 

Today’s Gospel of the healing of the Canaanite’s daughter from a demon is paired 

with the first reading from Isaiah because of its emphasis on extending the faith 

to the gentiles, to everyone.  It is about inclusion.  Just as in the first reading 

foreigners who joined themselves to the Lord were welcomed as part of the 

Lord’s house of prayer, so too is this gentile women who believed in Jesus is 

welcomed by the Lord through her daughter’s healing.  All are welcome not some 

or a few but everyone.   



At first it appears that Jesus is being so harsh to this poor woman but let us look 

at what is really happening.  It is important to remember, “Remember God's ways 

are not our ways”. Time and place are everything and if you read closely there is a 

lot going on here.  Often you and I only hear or see what we want to see or hear 

and we miss the bigger picture.  Note that Jesus is speaking here to a woman, 

something rabbis back in those days did not do in public.  Jesus often ignored fear 

and prejudice that seemed to be everywhere in the people he met.  He associated 

not with the popular but with the lowly and the outcast.  The author also 

mentions the geographic locations of Tyre and Sidon, Jesus is in gentile territory. 

Not only that, but she was a foreigner, a Canaanite woman from the area that 

these days we call Lebanon.   There was a lot of animosity between them and the 

Jewish people.  What was she doing?  This non-Jew presents herself to Jesus and 

addresses him as “Son of David” as she begs His help for her daughter who is 

possessed by some mysterious, inner demonic force. Her first statement is one of 

faith.  The woman is desperate and will not be stopped.  Its funny that when we 

really need help, all the differences between us suddenly disappear. 

 Jesus’ disciples want to send her away.  Get out of her do not bother us.  She is 

not one of us.  Remember that all are welcome with God.  How does Jesus 

respond to his disciples?   After her plea there is silence from Jesus.  This seems 

strange to us.  With other miracles, it seems that it happens right away.  What is 

going on here?  Perhaps Jesus is teaching us about patience and persistence. 

Sometimes when you are facing a difficulty in life you pray for a miracle, but it 

seems there is none.  It is difficult to maintain your faith when you are 

disappointed that your prayers are not answered as quickly as you want or the 

way you wanted.  Jesus' disciples rush to fill in the silence.  They are 

uncomfortable with her pleading.  They tell him, "send her away" but she will not 

go away, her needs overcome what everyone is telling her and her faith in Jesus is 

real.   Jesus says to her, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  

The woman presses in on Jesus and falling on her knees in front of Him she cries 

out, “Lord, help me.” For her second effort Jesus tells her, “It is not right to take 

the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.” Wow how humiliating. Here 

she is begging, pleading for help.  Perhaps Jesus is testing her (and us).  Was she 



not worthy and are we when we beg Our Lord to answer our prayers now please! 

Now, in abject humility with her face in the dirt, stripped of her dignity, having 

abandoned her own religious background, she has nothing left, not even her 

pride. When all else fails, you fall to your knees, where else can you turn but to 

God.  He was waiting for you all along.  This is faith, this is the real stuff. 

Undaunted she cries out, “Please, Lord even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from 

the table of their masters.” What the Canaanite woman is saying is that she does 

not deserve anything, “but how about giving me scraps that accidentally fall from 

your abundance?”  Lord give me hope and answer my prayer.  That is real faith.  

Jesus saw in this Canaanite woman a reality that she did not even see herself. He 

saw in her a faith that could withstand any assault; a love that was divine; a hope 

that could not be shaken. That is key, he saw what was really inside her soul.  Like 

all of us when we are tested seemingly beyond our capacity, if we maintain our 

faith, we will find the strength to go on.  This woman found something within 

herself that she did not know even existed. He does answer her prayers and he 

will answer ours.    

The critical point of it all is that Jesus sees the same thing in you and in me. Jesus 

sees through our sins and our failures and he knows who you really are and what 

you are really made of. You cannot hide.  I think that sometimes people feel so 

unworthy they give up on themselves but that is wrong.   When we ponder our 

Lord’s life, passion, and death we find the stuff of our real humanity, particularly 

so when we share in His suffering, passion, and death. There is meaning in 

suffering and through perseverance we achieve our eternal goal our salvation. 

If Jesus had granted her request right away, this woman would never have 

ascended to the heights of glory that she did. We must see that in the divine 

scheme of things, the more we lose the more we win. The more we give away, 

the more we gain. I believe that this is so critical.  I never feel as good or as right 

as when I push aside my doubts and suspicions and help someone else. 

In a world and a time that seems so polarizing, followers of Jesus should look 

beyond all this.  I know how difficult this year has been.  It takes real faith and a 

belief in eternal life with God and our loved ones to help us get through.  Make 



sure you have an active prayer life.  Open the Bible and read.  Start with the 

psalms or the Gospels.  Do not forget that your spiritual health is important.  If 

you cannot physically get to mass, watch it on our website.  Let friends and family 

know our mass is available on “Youtube”.  Make sure that you check in on the 

elderly and the shut ins.  Be careful when you go out.  We will get through these 

times with faith and love and remember that all are welcome.  


