Second Sunday Ordinary Time, January 17, 2021
Cycle B

The Christmas season has passed and today we are celebrating the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time.  The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time functions as a kind of bridge in the liturgical cycle between Christmas season just completed with the Baptism of the Lord and the season of Ordinary Time.  The word ordinary does not mean plain or not important.  It means ordered or numbered time like counted.  The church’s liturgical calendar is a never-ending circle. Ordinary Time is celebrated in two segments: from the Monday following the Baptism of Our Lord last Sunday up to Ash Wednesday.  Then we go from Lent through Easter and Pentecost the following Monday we go back into Ordinary time until the First Sunday of Advent. This makes Ordinary Time the largest season of the Liturgical Year.  The vestments we wear are usually green, the color of hope and growth, the Church counts the thirty-three or thirty-four Sundays of Ordinary Time, inviting her all of us to meditate upon the whole mystery of Christ – his life, miracles, and teachings and to grow every day in faith and hope.
I like the readings because they remind me that we are all being called by God just like Samuel but the question we must ask is “are we listening?”. I recently did a wake service for 89-year-old women and I asked those at the wake, “Where did she go?” Then I asked them the question, “where are you going?”  What are you called to do?  Do you let God into your life, or do you push him away?    Are we open to him or do we shut him out and only use Sunday as a reminder?  Reality is that he never stops calling.  In the first reading Samuel is called several times and did not understand until finally he opened his mind and heart and listened to God.  Sometimes we are being gently nudged by the Lord to do good, other times it is like a trumpet and a huge “wake up” call.    
In the second reading, Saint Paul reminds us that we are called to be holy and our bodies are members of Christ, so we need to avoid immorality.  This is not an easy task in a world of technology and media that is constantly pushing way over boundaries of decency.  You are what you watch and if you let in garbage, then guess what you become.  But we can choose not to view it or let in into our lives. Again, we must ask ourselves, “What are we doing and where are we going?”  Saint Paul reminds us that our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit; we are not our own for we have been purchased at a great price. We are called to be holy and treat our bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit.  This can be tough especially in today’s very permissive society.  The attitude of most people is “whatever I do is my own business, and you cannot tell me anything”.  Good luck with that attitude.  You wonder how good people can get swept away and make a real mess of their lives.  Do not look to our current culture for direction, you will not find much in the way of Christian values in it.
All 3 readings this Sunday are a reminder to us that we are all called by God for a greater purpose than even we can imagine.  In today’s Gospel from Saint John, the author really shows us a great deal in this passage.  There is a quick mention of John the Baptist who initiates the coming of God to us by introducing two of his own disciples to Jesus.  John points Jesus out to them by exclaiming: "Look, there is the Lamb of God!" John the Baptist’s role is made clear, he is to point toward the “Lamb of God.”  This title reminds us that Jesus is the sacrificial lamb, the suffering servant of God and the good shepherd.  The 2 disciples follow him quietly but Jesus cuts through all barrier’s and asks them as he is asking us, “what are you looking for”.  It is a question that you and I should always be thinking about, “What are we looking for in this life and beyond.”  Who or what are we following? What are our dreams and goals?  Do they include Jesus?  Is God in the center along with family?  At the beginning of a new year, it is a good time to reassess where we are and where we need to be in terms of our relationship with our loving God.  If we are not following in the Lord’s footsteps, then we need to get off the road we are on and get back on track. 
Back to the Gospel, Jesus takes the initiative and removes the barriers between them and him with his question.  Then we go to the next question that along with the two disciples we all have.  “Where are you staying?” these are the inviting words of friendship, not the commanding words of submission and obedience. These are words that invite us to live closely with Jesus.   Where can we spend time in your company, where is lasting peace, where are the answers to life’s most important questions?  Jesus then invites them and us with, “Come, and you will see.” If we want peace in our lives, it will take a lifetime of following Jesus.  We will fall along the way and sometimes the road will appear to go on endlessly without any direction or guideposts, but we are called to follow Him, and we find direction in the church, sacraments and especially in the Mass.
The story of Samuel we heard in the first reading today is a story that we should make our own. The story in today's Gospel account is a story we should likewise make our own. For God is calling you and inviting you to come and stay with Him, to come and be close to Him.  This call to holiness is an invitation to all of us.  In a very noisy world, sometimes we do not hear our Lord us.  I do not know how you pray your morning prayers, but I would suggest that a good way to start your day is to repeat Samuel's words each morning. When you begin the day with your first morning thoughts about God say: "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening." And then at the close of each day when you interpret the events of the day and try to make some sense out of them, repeat Samuel's words: "Speak, Lord, for you servant is listening." I pray that all of us here know where we are going and follow the path of Jesus each day of our lives.

May God Bless you.
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