
5th Sunday Lent, Cycle B, March 21, 2021 

          In the past month or so, I have buried 3 relatives; my wife’s cousin 

who was 64, my Uncle who was 91 and yesterday my cousin Raymond who 

was 62.  In the Gospel when we read of the men saying, “Sir, we want to see 

Jesus”, I understand.  I know my relatives who have passed are in a better 

place and I trust in the Lord that in his mercy, he will take care of them but 

still the pain of loss is real.  We all want to see Jesus and speak with him.  

We can find him in prayer and in the sacraments and especially in the 

Eucharist at Mass. 

   The final Sundays of Lent remind us that Jesus willingly suffered, died, 

and rose for us.  Because of our Lord’s sacrifice, we can live in hope that we 

will gain eternal life.  We will see those we have lost again.  Together 

someday, as long as we believe in our Lord, we join them and live-in peace 

and love forever.   I read a sign on route nine that said, “To live without God 

is to die without hope.” I do not know how anyone can live each day without 

faith.  I do not know you come to grips with your own mortality without 

believing in Jesus.  We live in challenging times.  It seems sometimes that 

the news is so bad and everywhere is violence and evil in all corners of our 

world.  I suspect that everyone who has ever lived especially if they believed 

in Jesus Christ felt the same way.  Life was never easy.  It is wrong to think 

this is the worst of times.  Maybe we are more aware but stop and imagine 

living in war torn countries, the scourge of rampant diseases like the 

plague, polio, leprosy.  Living through the depression.  What about the 

holocaust?  Every generation needs to find Jesus. 

     However, I remain optimistic about the future.  Just like this long cold 

dreary winter will eventually give way to sunshine and warmth, I believe 

that good will ultimately triumph.  This is because of faith and frankly I do 

not know how you make sense of this life without faith.  Could anyone 

really believe that this is all there is, death is the end?  I do not and never 

will.  But I understand people who doubt and have become weary because 

of the crosses they bear in this life.   



  In our first reading, the prophet Jeremiah, represents a section of 

prophecy based on hope and promise of restoration of Israel.  It tells how 

God would offer a new covenant because time and time again, the chosen 

people had been unfaithful and had broken the first covenant made “with 

their fathers.”  Instead of 2 stone tablets, which Moses brought down 

Mount Sinai, the new covenant would be written on our hearts and 

everyone would know the Lord.  As Christians we read this as Christ as the 

way, the truth, and the light. 

     Sometimes we may forget that Jesus was truly human just as he was 

truly divine.  I do not know about you but if I know something or someone 

is going to cause me grief and pain, I do my best to avoid it.  In the second 

reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, the author is providing us an image 

of the Agony of the garden where Jesus knew that pain suffering and death 

was about to come to him but in obedience to his heavenly Father, he 

accepted all that was to come.  Jesus accepted his Father’s will, we read that 

he is troubled, but he surrenders himself to what is coming.  He knows that 

his sacrifice makes possible our salvation.  His being lifted on the cross 

draws’ believers for all time to him.  As a result, He is the source of eternal 

salvation for all who obey him.  In our darkest moments, this image can 

help us get through our trouble.  No matter what you or your loved ones are 

going through right now, there is light on the other side of the darkness.  

Hope in our Lord, he will carry you when you are unable to move. 

      We do not know why the Gentile Greeks wanted to see Jesus. They must 

have heard him and wanted to learn more.  The Greeks approach the only 2 

apostles with Greek names, maybe they felt more comfortable with them.  

Their request is unusual, and the apostles go to Jesus who does not directly 

respond to them.  Instead, Jesus speaks about what is coming, specifically 

his Passion and death.  The rest of the reading is a message to all of us 

about how Christian believers should approach life.  As Christians, we 

believe that death is not the end but leads to eternal salvation.  We must 

understand that we should not hold on to tightly to anything in this world 

because ultimately, we leave it behind. 



        Deep inside of us, we are painfully aware of our weaknesses and 

failings.  Sometime the troubles we have seem impossible to overcome.  It 

could be a health situation or a family situation.  It could be personal 

addiction, financial trouble or our relationship is falling apart.  We want to 

see Jesus just like those in our reading.  Jesus suffered for us as we 

approach the last few days before Holy Week, bring all your hurts and 

problems before the cross.   Jesus can pull us through whatever we face.  It 

does not make the pain go away, but it gives us hope that we as believers 

and followers of Jesus will persevere and an eternal wonderful future 

awaits us. 

May God bless you. 


